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Minutes Cavan County Board Convention. 

• Venue: Hotel Kilmore 

• Date: 10th Dec 2015 

• Time: 8pm  

 

Welcome: 

The Chairman Gerry Brady opened the meeting and welcomed all delegates to the 2015 County Convention. 

Andrius McGovern, Chairperson of Killygarry GAA and as host club officially opened the convention by addressing 

the crowd and welcoming all delegates.  

 

Minutes from 2015 Convention: 

Proposed by Declan Timmons agus David McDonald.  

Standing Orders: 

Proposed by Jimmy Cooney agus Niall Brady.  

Treasures report: 

Martin Cahill gave a detailed report on the audited accounts presented in the Convention booklet. He also outlined 

the following: 

• A special word of thanks to Tom Moore and Matt Kiernan for all their tireless work. 

• Thanks to all of the finance committee and to all clubs for hosting games. 

• Thanks to all of those who work the gates county wide. 

• Thanks to the Youth Board for the half time draw.  

• The finance review committee would continue to work in 2016.  

• Martin also answered questions from the floor regarding the New York trip, reducing expenditure in 2016 

and insurance. Gerry Brady concluded by thanking Martin Cahill, Tom Moore, Brendan Young and Bernie 

Lynch and Eileen Murphy in the office in Kingspan Breffni Park. 

• Finally Martin Cahill wished Dan Daly a speedy recovery and hoped to see him back soon.  

Proposed by Susan Brady agus Michael Gilmartin 

 

Secretary's report: 

Liam McCabe full report was also presented in the Convention booklet. 

Proposed by Michael Walsh agus Tony McCann  

 

Other reports: 

• Youth Board - Brian Seagrave 

• Cumann na mBunscol - All committee and coaches 

• Cultural Officer report - Paddy McDermott 

• Coaching and Games – Jody Clarke 

• Children's Officer – Anne Fortune  

• Kingspan Breffni Park report - Kieran Callaghan 

• IT- Tommy McGibney 

• PR and Communications Committee report – Mark O’Rourke  



• County Development Planning – Gerry Soden  

• ASAP - Gerry Soden 

• Insurance - Hugh Reilly 

• CCC – Angela Hamilton  

Gerry Brady thanked all of the above. 

Proposed in block by Larry McCluskey agus Brendan Sweeney  

 

Hurling:  

• Peter Brady advised we needed a Senior Hurling team. More work is needed by the clubs to promote this 

sport.  

• Mullahoran St Josephs said hurling is our national game and needs promoted, club participation is key here. 

The president of the GAA wants Cavan to promote hurling much in the same way he wants Kilkenny to 

promote football. Also a better time of the year should be chosen to play hurling.  

• Liam concluded that the decision to have no Senior Hurling team stands and we should build from underage 

upwards with a possible participation in the Lory Meagher Cup in 2017/2018.   

 

Vote Tellers and Counters: 

• Liam McCabe 

• Brendan Young 

• Angela Hamilton  

• George Cartwright  

Proposed by Pauric Rudden agus Suzann Reilly   

 

Constitution: 

Liam McCabe read through the constitution and all present acknowledged same. 

The total votes on the night would be 173 in total. 87 votes to win a contest  

 

Contests and Results: 

Central Council Delegate:  

Nominated: Niall Brady, Gerry Soden, Kieran Callaghan   

Kieran Callaghan was elected.  

 

Gerry Brady addresses Convention:  

A chairde Gael, 

It is a great honour for me to address you all at the end of my first year in office as chairman of Cavan county 
board.  I am delighted to see that once again we have an excellent representation from all the clubs for our 
annual Convention.  I wish to thank you all for your presence and valued participation. I express my sincere 
gratitude to you all for your dedication and commitment in promoting our games in your communities.   



Club Visits 

I had the great pleasure of visiting all forty clubs during the past year and firstly I wish to thank you all for the 
warm welcome, courtesy and hospitality afforded to me and the officers who accompanied me.  I feel the club 
visits was a very worthwhile exercise as I witnessed first-hand the enormous amount of work being carried 
out by club officers and members throughout the county.  One of my fears prior to my club visits was in 
relation to juvenile structures and player numbers.  Overall I found that the vast majority of clubs are very 
well structured at juvenile level and have reasonable numbers however there are a number of clubs who need 
to improve their structures.  Some clubs are struggling greatly for numbers and this may lead to them having 
to give serious consideration to amalgamating at adult level in the future.  I cannot emphasise enough to you 
all the importance of catering for the youth in your community they are the life blood and future of your club.  
I stress once again the importance of developing the skill levels of your juvenile players and for clubs to put 
a long term player development plan in place.  Please remember that underage coaching is not about winning 
trophies but developing a conveyor belt of skilful players for your senior teams of the future. I wish to thank 
Anne Fortune, Liam McCabe & Paddy Sheanon for accompanying me on the club visits. 

Finance  

During the year we took a root and branch look at the finances of the county board and after long debate, 
advice from our auditor’s and consideration of a number of proposals it was agreed to restructure our loans 
over a 15 year term.  I feel that this was the right approach as the board can now meet our loan repayments, 
day to day expenditure and also plan for the future with confidence.  I wish to stress that we need to be 
extremely prudent with all future expenditure and increase our income through new sponsorship agreements 
and fundraising projects. At this point I wish to express my gratitude to you the clubs for agreeing to continue 
with and increase the Kingspan Breffni Park Levy.  Without your agreement we would not have been able to 
renegotiate our bank loans.  I also wish to thank the members of the finance committee who agreed to volunteer 
their time and expertise in assisting with this project. 

I am delighted with the response to the recent launch of our Jailbreak fundraiser under the chairmanship of 
Kieran Callaghan and I wish to thank the 50 + people who have agreed to participate and raise €3,000 each 
for this event.  I ask you all to support this fundraiser in whatever way possible to ensure its success.  I am 
also committed to developing a Friends of Cavan fundraiser both in the UK and the USA and a number of 
conversations have already taken place with interested parties overseas.  I wish to thank our senior team 
manager Terry Hyland for his help in exploring and developing these relationships.  

To all our existing sponsors I say a very sincere thank you for your loyal support of Cavan GAA and I welcome 
the new sponsors who have come on board during 2015.  I encourage our patrons to support all our sponsors 
both at club and county level at every opportunity.  I want to acknowledge the work of our County Treasurer 
Martin Cahill and his assistant Tom Moore.  Together with Club Bréifne chairman Paddy Sheanon and our 
finance committee they have all played a vital role during the past year. 

Competitions & Fixtures 

In my address to last year’s convention I stated that I proposed to set up a committee to review our 
competitions and fixtures.  I am pleased to say that this committee under the chairmanship of Paddy Sheanon 
are currently in the process of holding regional information meetings to outline their proposals to the clubs for 
consideration.  I ask clubs to take the proposals back to a club meeting and have a genuine debate on them 
and remember that whatever structures are put in place for 2016 it will be you the clubs who have agreed them 
and I expect all clubs to fully participate in all competitions.  The board will not tolerate a repeat of the attitude 
of some clubs to the Breffni League. 

Scór 

I want to acknowledge the outstanding contribution our outgoing Cultural Officer Paddy McDermott has made 
during his 5 years in office.  Paddy along with his Scór committee has ensured that the numbers participating 



in Junior and Senior Scór are among the highest in the country. It is a pleasure to attend Scór and witness the 
enthusiasm of the competitors and the enjoyment they get from being involved and this would not happen 
without Paddy’s leadership.  He has also promoted our Gaeltacht scholarships and by doing so greatly 
increased the numbers of young people applying each year.  On behalf of the County Board I wish to thank 
you Paddy for your commitment as Cultural Officer and for your contribution on management for the past 5 
years. 

 

Hurling 

Hurling at youth level is continuing to develop and grow in a number of clubs in the county.  However there 
are vast areas of the county that do not have any hurling activity taking place. If we are to be serious about 
fielding a Senior inter county hurling team in the future we need to see greater activity among a larger number 
of clubs.  The Board’s policy of building from youth level up will continue and hopefully leads to fielding a 
competitive inter county senior team in the near future.  However this will not happen until the board are 
satisfied that we have a panel of committed players that have the skill levels to compete at intercounty level. 

A dark shadow was cast over our county on the 24th April 2015 when the tragic news spread of the untimely 
death of our newly appointed Hurling Development Administrator Shane Mulholand as the result of a road 
accident.  Although Shane’s time among us was very short he managed to create a lasting impression with 
everybody he met. He was an outstanding individual and an excellent coach. I extend my sympathy to Shane’s 
wife Vanessa, daughter Aisling and the extended Mulholand family.   

 

Health & Wellbeing 

Our Health & Wellbeing officer Gerry Soden held a number of very successful seminars during 2015 and I 
am pleased to say that they were very well attended by our club members.  The quality of the guest speakers 
and the content of their presentations were of the highest standard resulting in excellent feed-back from all 
who attended.  Due to our presence in every parish throughout the county the GAA is very well structured to 
play our part helping with a number of social issues.  However I wish to stress that our first priority is to 
providing a sporting outlet for our youth and get them participating in our games, we cannot be expected to 
take on the burden of all the social problems in our communities. 

 

Minor Team 

Our Minor Team had a mixed Ulster Minor league campaign but performed to a much higher level in the 
Championship.  They had excellent victories against Monaghan in the first round and Antrim in the Ulster 
semi-final.  They faced a strong Derry team in the Ulster final and after a poor first half they produced a much 
improved second half performance that saw them defeated by 3 points. Their All Ireland quarter final against 
Kildare mirrored their Ulster final performance when they let Kildare build up a large lead in the first half that 
proved to be a bridge too far and after a gallant second half effort they were very unlucky to be defeated  by 
2 points.  I am pleased that Danny Brady and his management team will look after this grade again in 2016. 

 

Under 21 

After our success at Under 21 level over the past 4 years it was always going to be difficult for the 2015 team 
to keep the run going.  However under the leadership of Peter Reilly they were within minutes of winning a 
very difficult first round game away to Donegal. It took a last minute goal from Donegal to snatch victory 
from a gallant Cavan team that performed very well on the night.  Peter and his management team have now 
stepped down and on behalf of the Gaels of Cavan I wish to express our sincere thanks to them for the 



enjoyment and success they brought to our county during their 3 year term.  I extend my best wishes to Joe 
McCarthy and wish him a speedy recovery from his illness.  Niall Lynch has been appointed to replace Peter 
as Under 21 manager and I wish Niall and his backroom team every success. 

Senior Team 

At the commencement of 2015 the priority for our Senior team was firstly to cement their position in a very 
competitive division 2 of the Allianz National League, not only did they achieve this goal but they were 
extremely unlucky not to achieve promotion to division 1. On the back of our league performance they took 
on Monaghan with confidence in the first round of the Ulster Championship in Kingspan Breffni Park. Once 
again they fell to our near neighbours by the narrowest of margins in a game we had within our grasp entering 
the final quarter. The disappointment of this defeat was very difficult to take but Terry and his management 
team rallied the troops for the back door trip to take on London where we achieved a good victory but at the 
expense of injury to two key players Rory Dunne & Killian Clarke.  Our next outing was against Roscommon 
in Kingspan Breffni Park and we were well positioned at the start of the second half only to lose Mossy Corr 
to a red card and after a disappoint second half we bowed out of the 2015 All Ireland series.  Division 2 of the 
2016 Allianz National League will be even more competitive than this year’s but I am confident that Terry 
Hyland and his backroom team will approach the challenges of the new season in a very professional and 
structured fashion. I ask that our supporters get behind the players and the management team and give them 
the support that their unwavering efforts deserve.  Two members of the management team stepped down at 
the end of the 2015 campaign and I wish to thank Liam McHale for his contribution during the year.  I say a 
big thank you to Anthony Ford for his outstanding service to Cavan both as a player and in management.  
Anthony’s commitment to Cavan has been unquestionable and I wish him well in the future. 

 

St Patrick’s College 

I congratulate St Patrick’s College on winning the 2015 McRory Cup.  This was an outstanding achievement 
for the team and their management after a 43 year gap without success at this level. It is very important that 
all our second level colleges are successful in their respective competitions as this will strengthen our County 
under age squads and give them the confidence to compete at inter County level in the future 

 

Handball 

Our generation of Cavan GAA supporters are blessed to be able to say that we have living amongst us the 
greatest handballer that the world has ever witnessed.  Paul Brady continues to add record after record to his 
extraordinary C V and by winning his 5th World Handball title in 2015 he has set a record that I feel will never 
be equalled.   I salute the true legend and model sportsman that is Paul Brady. Handball within the county 
continues to flourish and I am sure that Paul’s success will kindle the ambition in many more young men and 
ladies to aspire to similar heights.  I thank all involved in Handball in Cavan for their continued support of 
this excellent game. 

 

Coaching and Games 

Coaching Officer Jody Clarke and our GDM Dermot McCabe had another very busy year as they have ensured 
that every effort was made to put the highest level of coaching structures in place for the youth of the county.  
The recent discussion forum held in the Hotel Kilmore was an opportunity for clubs to take a broader look at 
coaching and games.  I think the suggestion that we should introduce skills scoring measure into under 12 
games is worth serious consideration and I encourage clubs to give this idea a trial run in 2016.  The attendance 
at our Cúl Camps was in excess of 2,000 this year and this was due to the excellent promotion carried out 



prior to the event by all involved in coaching.  I thank Jody, Dermot and all our coaches for their excellent 
work during 2015. 

 

Promotion of the GAA 

Our PR, IT and Communications committee played a major role in promoting our games during the year.  
Tweeting the scores as they happen from inter county games and our club championship games has been a 
major success and resulted in excellent feedback especially from Cavan men and women now resident abroad.  
Our county final programmes were extremely professional productions and our Sheridan Insurance Breffni 
All Stars awards night was a great success.  I wish to thank the organising committee under Chairman Jimmy 
Galligan and the Munterconnaught club for their outstanding work in organising this event.  Thanks to our 
PRO Mark O’ Rourke and his committee members for all their hard work during the year. 

 

Kingspan Breffni Park 

We continued to attract major fixtures to Kingspan Breffni Park during 2015.  We have an excellent stadium 
and thanks to the work of Kieran Callaghan Park Committee Chairman, our caretaker, grounds staff and the 
many dedicated stewards Kingspan Breffni Park is recognised as one of finest venues in the country.  As a 
result of qualifying for €150,000 Sports Capital Grant we will be in a position to resurface the playing pitch 
in 2017.  I want to express my thanks to Liam McCabe and Kevin Reilly for their work in preparing our grant 
application.  I also thank Deputy Joe O’ Reilly for his valued assistance. 

 

Committees 

Our CCC committee under the leadership of Gerry McKiernan had a very busy year ensuring our competitions 
are run off professionally and that the agreed structures are adhered to.  I thank Gerry, his committee members 
and a special word of thanks to Secretary Angela Hamilton for all her hard work.  I wish to thank you the 
clubs for cooperating with our CCC committee. 

The Hearings Committee dealt with disciplinary matters and thankfully they did not have a very eventful year 
as we did not have any serious incidents. I thank chairman Noel McKeown and his committee members for 
the professional manner in which they carried out their duties. 

The Youth Board organised in excess of 900 games during 2015 and I congratulate Brian Seagraves and his 
committee for another excellent year’s activity. 

Referees 

I thank all our referees their umpires and our Referees Administration Committee who play such a vital role 
for our association within the county.  I encourage more young men and women to come forward and take up 
referring.  I also appeal to players, management and supporters to show proper respect to all our match officials 
as they carry out a very difficult job. 

Congress 

In February Cavan County Board had the honour of hosting national Congress.  This was an  opportunity for 
our board to highlight our county and once again it gave us a window to show that when we get the opportunity 
to host a national event Cavan GAA will not be found wanting.  Needless to say Congress was an outstanding 
success and the feedback from Croke Park and all the delegates who attended was excellent.  I want to say a 
special word of  thank to Tom Reilly and Declan Woods for their professionalism and  attention to detail in 
ensuring the event was such a major success.  I also thank all the stewards who volunteered their time and 
carried out their duties with enthusiasm. 



 

Congress 2015 was a very proud and historic occasion for the Gaels of Cavan as we saw Drumgoon Eire Og’s 
Aogán O’ Farrell installed as President of the Gaelic Athletic Association.  I congratulate Aogán on being the 
first Cavan man to hold the highest office in our association.  Aogán has shown great leadership and energy 
since taking office and we are seeing many encouraging proposals and recommendations coming from Croke 
Park under his leadership.  I know I speak for all our clubs as I wish Aogán every success as Uachtarán 
Cumann Luithchleas Gael. 

 

New York Trip 

Following an invitation from the New York County Board our Senior team & management travelled to New 
York in April for two games.  This was a very successful trip on a number of fronts, it gave our team an 
opportunity to play two competitive games and management had uninterrupted access to the players in a 
training camp.  It also was an opportunity for Cavan exiles to see their county team compete once again on U 
S soil. The trip was invaluable as the officers of the County Board have developed excellent relationships with 
possible benefactors in New York.  I wish to thank the New York County Board and especially Connie Reilly 
of the Cavan Supporters Club for making this trip possible. 

 

Staff & Officers 

I wish to acknowledge the support and contribution made by Liam McCabe and all the staff employed in 
Kingspan Breffni Park. Running a County Board is very demanding and your support and professionalism is 
greatly appreciated.  I want to make special mention of Bernie Lynch who has decided to retire at the end of 
the year.  Bernie has given excellent service to Cavan GAA and on behalf of all the Gales of Cavan I want to 
thank Bernie for her professionalism, dedication and courtesy at all times.  I wish Bernie good health and a 
long and happy retirement with her family.   
 
To all our officers and committee members I say a heartfelt thank you for your support to me and commitment 
during 2015.  I appeal to all club members to keep in mind when dealing with a member of our board, that 
person is a volunteer giving freely of their time often at the expense of their family and to treat them with 
respect and courtesy.  I wish to pass on my best wishes to Dan Daly and wish him a speedy recovery from his 
illness.   During the past year we have lost many members of our Association.  It is fitting that we remember 
all our deceased players, mentors, officers and supporter and we trust that they are all enjoying their eternal 
reward. 

 

 

In conclusion, I thank you the clubs for your support during 2015 and I know that by working together we can 
look forward to 2016 with confidence.  I wish all present and your families a very happy Christmas and your 
clubs every success in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Election of Officers:  

Ratification of 2016 committee: 

• Paddy Carolan (President): Proposed by Jim Brady agus Brendan Sweeney  

• Gerry Brady (Chairman): Proposed by Mark Lawlor agus Pauric Rudden  

• Paddy Sheanon (Vice Chairman): Proposed by Aidan Dwyer aguse Michael Reilly  

• Gary Robins (Assistant Secretary): Proposed by Sean Kelly agus Susan Brady  

• Martin Cahill (Treasurer): Proposed by Jim Argue agus Niall Brady   

• Mark O’Rourke (PRO): Proposed by Susan Brady agus McCluskey  

• Jody Clarke (Coaching Officer): Proposed by Philip Feeley agus Anna McCabe  

• Development Officer: To be held over until the January County Committee meeting  

• Tom Reilly & Declan Woods (Ulster Council): Proposed by Andrius McGovern agus Michael Walsh  

• Tom Moore (Assistant Treasurer): Proposed by Paddy Donnery agus Philip Smith  

• Eugene Kiernan (Cultural officer): Proposed by Peter Brady agus Brendan Sweeney.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



AOB:  

 Paddy McDermott addressed convention: he wished Eugene Kiernan all the very best in his new role as 

Cultural Officer. He thanked by name all of the Scor committee and wished all officers and delegates all the 

very best for 2016.  

 

 Gerry Brady again paid tribute to Bernie Lynch for all her years’ service to Cavan GAA. And wished her all the 

very best on her retirement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Barney Cully outlined the details on the Annual Church gate collection for Motor Neuron’s disease. 

 

 Bye Laws: One change the Referee’s administrator would now have a vote at convention.  Proposed by Aidan 

Dywer agus Michael Galligan.  

 

 Gerry wrapped up by wishing everyone a safe night hope and a very Happy Christmas.   

 











































Secretaries Report 2016 

 
Front Row (l to r) Anne Fortune (Children’s Officer) Martin Cahill (Treasurer) Paddy 

Caralon (President) Gerry Brady (Chairman) Liam Mc Cabe (Secretary) Gary Robins 

(Assistant Secretary) Paddy Sheanon (Vice-Chairman) 

Back Row (l to r) Tom O Reilly (Ulster Council Rep) Tom Moore (Assistant Treasurer) 

Declan Woods (Ulster Council Rep) Brian Seagrave (Chairman Bord na nÓg) Mark 

O'Rourke (P.R.O.) Jody Clarke (Coaching Officer) Eugene Kiernan (Cultural Officer) Kieran 

Callaghan (Central Council Rep.) 

As we reflect on the historic year that 2016 was, we can take pride in the promotion to 

Division 1 of the Allianz National Football League. We played before a full house in Croke 

Park in the Division 2 final and although we were beaten the experience we gained should 

spur  us on in 2017. Division 1 is where we want to play and we have a great game to start 

our campaign with a home game on February 5th against  the Allianz Division 1 Champions 

and  All-Ireland Champions Dublin. 

I want to express our thanks to the team management in 2016 for their effort. 

Terry Hyland has stepped down as Team manager and we owe Terry a great deal of gratitude 

for his commitment to Cavan G.A.A. not alone in 2016 but for the past number of years. 

Mattie Mc Gleenan has taken over and we wish him well in the coming years. 



Bank of Ireland McKenna Cup. Round 1 

Cavan 2-8 Armagh 0-11 

Sun 3rd Jan, Crossmaglen. 

 
Front Row (L to R) Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt) Enda Henry (Belturbet) Ciaran Brady( 
Arva) Martin Reilly (Killygarry) Killian Brady (Mullahoran) Tom Hayes (Cootehill) Barry 
Tully (Kingscourt) Enda O'Reilly (Mullahoran) Stephen Cooney(Castlerahan) Levi Murphy 
(Cavan Gaels) Niall Mc Dermott(Ballinagh) 
Back row (L to R) Jack Brady (Ramor Utd.) Raymond Galligan (Lacken) Liam Buchanan 
(Ballymachugh) Joshua Hayes (Cootehill) Dara Mc Veety (Crosserlough) Alan O'Mara 
(Oliver Plunketts) Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels) Brian Sankey (Shercock) David Gibney 
(Mountnugent) Chris Conroy (Lavey) Tom Moore (Ballinagh) Tomas Corr (Denn) Paul 
O'Connor (Cavan Gaels) 

Cavan defeated Armagh by three points at Crossmaglen in this Bank of Ireland Dr McKenna 
Cup opener. Both sides traded scores early on. Cavan made light of a third minute David 
Givney sending off when Niall McDermott finished to the net at the second attempt. A good 
score on 7 minutes from Stefan Campbell was cancelled out by superb Liam Buchanan point 
and good movement off the ball from the visitors led to Cavan’s third point through Enda 
Henry. Some quick thinking put Chris Conroy through to hit Cavan’s second goal to bring the 
score to 2-3 to 0-2 after 19 minutes. However, the visitors were reduced to 13 men when 
Joshua Hayes was dismissed. A couple of Niall McDermott frees pushed Cavan further 
ahead. Armagh were guilty of some poor shooting in the second quarter. It wasn’t until the 
33rd minute that Armagh registered their third score from Ethan Raferty. Chris Conroy 
scored the last point of the half after a superb cross field pass from Dara McVeety to the 
onrunning Ciaran Brady. Ciaran had a lot to do but an excellent catch and a good pass set 
Conroy up to leave the score at the interval Cavan 2-6 Armagh 0-3.Armagh upped the ante in 
the second half as they tried to make the numerical advantage pay. Gavin McParland opened 



the scoring followed by Brendan Donaghy. It was almost nine minutes before the next score 
when substitute Tom Hayes made a great run to hit Cavan’s first score of the half after 17 
minutes but then three quick scores from Micheal McKenna from 50 yards out, Stefan 
Campbell and Ethan Rafferty from the dead ball edged Armagh back into the game.Armagh 
were then reduced to 13 men with Aaron Findon picking up a second yellow and Brendan 
Donaghy seeing a straight red. Hayes was on hand again to leave the two goals between the 
sides. Stefan Forker converted a free after a foul on Eugene McVerry.A red card was shown 
to Killian Brady as the final score of the game came from an Ethan Rafferty free kick.The 
Bank of Ireland man of the match award went to Cavan’s Niall McDermott. 

Cavan: 
Alan O’Mara (Oliver Plunketts), Joshua Hayes (Cootehill), Killian Brady (Mullahoran), 
Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt), Ciaran Brady (Arvagh), Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels), Dara 
McVeety (Crosserlough), Brian Sankey (Shercock), Liam Buchanan (0-1) (Ballymachugh), 
Christopher Conroy (1-2, 1f) (Lavey), Niall McDermott (1-1, 1f) (Ballinagh), Enda Henry (0-
1) (Belturbet), David Givney (Ballymun Kickhams), Thomas Moore (Ballinagh), Martin 
Reilly (0-1, 1f) (Killygarry). 

Subs: Tom Hayes (0-2) (Cootehill) for Moore, Thomas Corr (Denn) for Conroy, Barry Tully 
(Kingscourt) for Henry, Levi Murphy (Cavan Gaels) for Sankey, Paul O’Connor (Cavan 
Gaels) for McDermott, Jack Brady (Ramor Utd) for McVeety. 

 
Armagh: Matthew McNeice, Ruairí McCaughley, Charlie Vernon, Michael Murray, Stefan 
Forker (0-1, 1f), Ciarán McKeever, Aidan Forker, Aaron Findon, Niall Grimley, Rory 
Grugan (0-1), Niall McConville, Stefan Campbell (0-1), Ethan Rafferty (0-4, 3f), Andrew 
Murnin, Gavin McParland (0-2). 
Subs: Joe McElroy for Ruairí McCaughley, Brendan Donaghy (0-1) for Andrew Murnin 
(Black card), Micheal McKenna (0-1) for Niall McConville, Joe Feeney for Stefan Campbell, 
Eugene McVerry for Niall Grimley, Jemar Hall for Charlie Vernon (Black card). 

Bank of Ireland M,c Kenna Cup. Round 2 

Saturday 9th January in Kingspan Breffni Park 
Cavan 3-14  UUJ 0-9 

Cavan put one foot into the semi-finals of the Dr McKenna Cup tonight after registering their 
second win in six days at the expense of UUJ at a foggy Kingspan Breffni Park. The hosts 
were never in danger of losing this game after having fired in three first-half goals in the 
space of 10 minutes – two of which came from early substitute Paul O’Connor – and it 
afforded Breffni boss Terry Hyland the luxury of emptying his bench in the second-half, 
which saw a 60th minute introduction for Seanie Johnston in his first game for his native 
county since 2011.The Cavan Gaels forward set-up fellow substitute Joe Dillon for Cavan’s 
12th point towards the end, as UUJ, who trailed by 10 points at the half, fell flat and saw the 
game slip away from them towards the final quarter, looking a shadow of the side which 
dismantled Monaghan last weekend. A Kieran Hughes’ free had given the Belfast students 
the early lead inside two minutes of this contest, but it was the hosts whom dominated the 
opening 10 minutes, with inside men Jack Brady, Enda O’Reilly (free) and Niall McDermott 



shooting them in front. Niall Madine and Hughes (free) had the visitors on level terms again 
by the quarter hour mark, when the Blues lost midfielder Liam Buchanan to early injury. Paul 
O’Connor would come on in place of the Ballymachugh man and do irreversible damage to 
the opposition for the 15 minutes he was on the field. 

 
Cavan's Sean Johnston and Jamie McGovern of UUJ. 
 

The Cavan Gaels clubman collected a pass off Brady and fired to the roof of Sean Fox's net 
with his first touch and backed it up with another major poached on the edge of the square six 
minutes later.With the wind in their sails, the Breffni men registered another 1-2 – the lobbed 
goal coming from Belturbet speedster Enda Henry – before UUJ could finally breach the blue 
wall.Derry star Caolan O’Boyle grabbed the much needed response for the trailers, which 
O’Connor - a cousin of injured Mayo star and UUJ panellist Cillian - cancelled out at the 
other end before being black carded on the eve of half-time, as Cavan had a 3-6 to 0-5 
advantage to work with for the second-half.The wides’ tally grew to 10 for UUJ early in the 
restart and the signs were certainly ominous for Barney McAleenan’s men when a rare sight 
on goal for Hughes was thwarted by Padraic Faulkner.Henry traded white flags with Hughes, 
who very much looked to lead the fight for the students, keeping the difference at 10 ahead of 
a gem from Tyrone ace Ronan McNamee which brought their deficit back down to the single 
digits.That was about as good as it got for UUJ though, as their opponents, who switched into 
white jerseys for the second-half, claimed the next five scores via the excellent Niall Murray, 
Brady, Reilly (free), Chris Conroy and Dillon, with the latter being sent through by Johnston, 
as the hosts finished with 14 points to spare. 

Cavan - Raymond Galligan(Lacken); Fergal Reilly(Castlerahan), Brian Sankey(Shercock), 
Padraigh Faulkner(Kingscourt); Ciaran Brady(Arva), Niall Murray(Cavan Gaels) (0-1), Levi 
Murphy(Cavan Gaels); Tomas Corr (Denn) (0-1), Liam Buchanan(Ballymachugh); Barry 
Doyle(Cornafean), Martin Reilly(Killygarry) (0-1f), Enda Henry(Belturbet) (1-1); Enda 
Reilly(Mullahoran) (0-2f), Niall McDermott(Ballinagh) (0-2), Jack Brady (Ramor Utd ) (0-
3).  



Subs: P O'Connor(Cavan Gaels)  (2-0) for L Buchanan, Joe Dillon(Kingscourt) (0-1) for P 
O'Connor (BC), Chris Conroy (Lavey) (0-1) for B Doyle, Dara McVeety(Crosserlough) (0-1) 
for F Reilly, Stephen Cooney(Castlerahan) for C Brady, S Johnston(Cavan Gaels)  for M 
Reilly. 

UUJ - S Fox; M Johnston, K Nolan, R Johnston; S Sheridan, R Brennan, D Savage; K 
Hughes (0-3, 2f), C Grugan; M Walsh, C Clarke (0-1), N O'Neill; S McArdle, N Madine (0-
1), C Boyle (0-2, 1f). Subs: G McKinless for R Johnston, J McGovern for M Johnston, R 
McNamee for S McArdle, R McGlone (0-1) for N Madine, T Mescal (0-1) for G McKinless 
(BC), D McCoy for S Sheridan, C Harvey for K Nolan. 

Referee - R Barry. 

Round 3 
Cavan 0-14 Monaghan 0-14 

Kingspan Breffni Park 
13th January 2016 
 
Cavan advance to the McKenna Cup semi final after this drawn game played in a cold 
Kingspan Breffni Park. Cavan, who top Group C held a narrow lead for much of the first half, 
but the introduction of All-Stars Colin Walshe and Conor McManus helped Monaghan rally 
after the restart and they drew level three times inside the last ten minutes. A McManus free 
gave Monaghan a share of the spoils in a game where Jack McCarron top-scored for the 
visitors with five points. Malachy O’Rourke made eight changes from the loss to Armagh, 
with Mark Keogh, Conor Boyle, Karl McQuaid, Karl O’Connell, Shane Carey, Pádraic 
Keenan, McCarron and debutant Conor McCarthy coming in for Jamie Smith, Niall 
McKeown, Dónal Courtney, Mark Thornton, Dermot Malone, Owen Duffy, Fergal 
McGeough and Barry McGinn. Duffy joined McManus and Owen Coyle in contributing a 
combined total of five points for Monaghan, who now look ahead to the Allianz National 
Football League Division One opener in Roscommon on January 31. 
 
 
Cavan: Alan O’Mara (Oliver Plunketts), Fergal Reilly (Castlerahan), Killian Brady 
(Mullahoran), Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt), Barry Tully (Kingscourt), Conor Moynagh 
(Drumgoon), Martin Reilly (Killygarry), David Givney (0-1) (Ballymun Kickhams), Tomas 
Corr (Denn), Christopher Conroy (0-1f) (Lavey), Jack Brady (0-3, 2f) (Ramor Utd), Cian 
Mackey (0-2) (Castlerahan), Niall McDermott (0-5, 4f) (Ballinagh), Paul O’Connor (0-2) 
(Cavan Gaels), Conor Finnegan (Lacken). 
 
Subs: Joshua Hayes (Cootehill) for Tully (46 mins), Feargal Flanagan (Butlersbridge) for F 
Reilly (50), Eugene Keating (Kilmacud Crokes) for Finnegan (53), Joe Dillon (Kingscourt) 
for K Brady, Stephen Cooney (Castlerahan) for Conroy (63), Brian Sankey (Shercock) for 
O’Connor (71). 
 
Monaghan: M Keogh; C Boyle (0-1), D Wylie, John McCarron; D Mone, K Duffy, K 
McQuaid; N McAdam, K O’Connell; S Carey (0-2f), S Gollogly, P Keenan; C McCarthy (0-
1f), Jack McCarron (0-5, 4f), D McKenna. 
Subs: O Duffy (0-1) for McKenna (black card, 20), C Walshe for Mone (38), D Malone for 
Keenan (43), C McManus (0-3, 2f) for Jack McCarron (46), O Coyle (0-1) for Wylie (63), D 
Millar for Gollogly (65). 



 
Referee: P Hughes (Armagh). 
 
 

McKenna Cup Semi Final Cavan 1-10 Derry 1-17 
Athletic Grounds, Armagh 

  
Derry advanced to the Dr McKenna Cup final to play Tyrone after they put forth a second 
quarter blitz to hand Cavan their first defeat of 2016 on a 1-17 to 1-10 score-line. 
The game had been level on 0-4 each when the Oak Leafers were awarded a penalty which 
Ryan Bell duly dispatched and from there they outscored the Breffni men by 0-6 to 0-2 to 
take in a commanding seven-point lead at the break. 
Killian Clarke registered a second-half goal for Cavan, while Sean Johnston and Eugene 
Keating came off the bench to kick points, but Damien Barton’s men ensured their passage 
into the final with scores from Bell, Danny Heavron, Cailean O’Boyle and Emmet Bradley. 
  
Scorers for Cavan: K Clarke (1-0), J Brady (0-3f), G McKiernan (0-2), C Moynagh (0-2), C 
Brady (0-1), E Keating (0-1f), S Johnston (0-1). 
  
CAVAN: Raymond Galligan (Lacken); Joshua Hayes (Cootehill Celtic), Killian Clarke 
(Shercock), P Faulkner (Kingscourt); Ciaran Brady (Arvagh), Conor Moynagh (Drumgoon), 
Feargal Flanagan (Butlersbridge); Gearoid McKiernan (Swanlinbar), Brian Sankey 
(Shercock); Barry Doyle (Cornafean), Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels), Enda Henry (Belturbet); 
Jack Brady (Ramor Utd), David Givney (Mountnugent), Paul O’Connor (Cavan Gaels). 
Subs: Michael Argue (Bailieborough) for B Doyle, Killian Brady (Mullahoran) for J Hayes, 
Niall McDermott (Ballinagh) for E Henry, Eugene Keating (Kilmacud Crokes) (0-1f) for P 
O’Connor, Sean Johnston (Cavan Gaels) (0-1) for J Brady. 
  
Derry - T Mallon; C Mullan, D McBride, R Ferris; G McKinless, C McKaigue, D Heavron 
(0-1); B Rodgers, E Bradley (0-2); B Heron, J Kielt (0-2, 1f), E Lynn (0-2); C Kearns (0-1), 
R Bell (1-5, 1-0pen), C O’Boyle (0-2, 1f). Subs: K McKaigue for R Ferris, S Heavron (0-1f) 
for C Kearns, M Craig (0-1) for G McKinless, C Murphy for C O’Boyle, O Duffy for B 
Heron, C Bradley for J Kielt. 
 
Referee - N McKenna. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Hastings Cup U21 Round 1 

Meath 0-12     Cavan 1-13  Saturday 2nd Jan 2016  , Dunganny 

 
Back: Dylan Raythorne(Templeport), Donal Monahan(Drumlane), Brian O’Connell(Ramor 
Utd), Ryan Connolly(Drumlane), Ben Kiernan (Templeport), Benjamin Kelly (Templeport), 
David Brady(Ballyhaise), Fergal O’Rourke (Laragh Utd), Liam Brady(Ramor Utd), Dean 
Rutherford(Ramor Utd), Caomihin O’Reilly(Butlersbridge), Sean Tierney(Laragh Utd), Niall 
Clerkin(Shercock). 
Front: Caoimhin Carney(Cootehill), Eoin Sommerville(Ramor Utd), Tom Hayes(Cootehill), 
Stuart Dunne(Belturbet), Kian Monahan(Drumlane), Pierce Smith(Crosserlough), Mark 
Magee, Ben Conaty(Denn) and Cathal Maguire(Ramor Utd).  

Missing: Barry Fortune(Cavan Gaels), Thomas Galligan(Lacken). 
 

Niall Lynch started Cavan U21 Football team management with a four point victory over 
Meath in this Hastings Cup opener in the impressive Meath Centre of Excellence, Dunganny. 
A very mild day for 2nd January, this game was played in almost ideal conditions.  Given, the 
short time the management team of Niall, Ronan Carolan and Michael Hannon had with 
panel they brought 45 players and played a second game afterwards. The game was nip and 
tuck throughout with some excellent scores taken.  It was the Breffni lads strong last ten 
minutes which in essence sealed the win. David Brady opened the scoring with a fine score. 
This was followed with an equaliser by Meath full forward Daire Rowe. Pierce Smith, Sean 
Tierney and Ben Conaty tagged on points. However, Cavan defence was guilty of fouling and 
Meath centre forward Ruairi O’Coilleain kept them in touch with the resulting frees.Cavan 
had a purple patch where the influential Thomas Galligan scored a superb point from the 
right wing, followed five minutes later by goal again from Galligan who made a strong run 
through the middle.  Ryan Connolly got Cavans other score of the half from play.  Meath 
place kicker O’Coilleain kept them in touch to leave the half time score at Cavan 1-6 Meath 
0-5. Cavan had a chance to put the game beyond doubt when David Brady was impeded in 



the small square.  The Meath keeper Cian Farnan was equal to Bradys resulting penalty.  
Meath then had their own purple patch in the third quarter and went one ahead after scoring 
six points to Cavan one from substitute Caoimhin O’Reilly.Both sides were making changes 
but Cavan’s subs were more influential and closed the game out scoring five points to 
Meaths’ single point at the death, an O’Coilleain free. The Cavan scores coming from David 
Brady, Cathal Maguire, Caoimhin Carney, Pierce Smith (2) and Thomas Galligan. 

Cavan: Liam Brady (Ramor Utd), Mark Magee (Ramor Utd), Brian O’Connell (Ramor Utd), 
Barry Fortune (Cavan Gaels), Eoin Sommerville (Ramor Utd), Dylan Raythorne 
(Templeport), Niall Clerkin (Shercock), Kian Monaghan (Drumlane), Thomas Galligan (1-2) 
(Lacken), Ryan Connolly (0-1) (Drumlane), Ben Kiernan (Templeport), Pierce Smith (0-3, 
1f) (Crosserlough), Sean Tierney (0-1) (Laragh Utd), David Brady (0-2) (Ballyhaise), Ben 
Conaty (0-1) (Denn). 

Subs: Tom Hayes (Cootehill) for Tierney, Caoimhin O’Reilly (0-1) (Butlersbridge) for 
Kiernan, Benjamin Kelly (Templeport) for Kian Monahan, Cathal Maguire (0-1) (Ramor 
Utd) for Connolly, Caoimhin Carney (0-1) (Cootehill) for Conaty, Dónal Monahan 
(Drumlane) for Raythorne. 

Meath: Cian Farnan, Jamie Reilly, Daniel O’Neill, Thomas McGovern, Darragh McGovern, 
Gavin McGowan, Niall Kane, Robert Bourke, Donie Ryan, Ben Duggan, Ruairi Coilleain (0-
6, 6f), James McEntee (0-4, 1f), Kevin Ryan (0-1), Daire Rowe (0-1), David Toner. 

Subs: Jack McCarney, Sean Meade, Ruairi O’Grady. 

 

EIRGRID ULSTER U21 FOOTBALL QUARTER FINAL:  
CAVAN 0-10 TYRONE 2-10 
16-03-16 Kingspan Breffni Park. 
 
Two goals in the final quarter made the difference as Tyrone deservedly advanced from this Ulster 
U21 quarter-final in Kingspan Breffni Park.The All-Ireland champions took a while to assert 
themselves but, over the hour, were the better, more cohesive side.Tyrone led 0-6 to 0-5 at the end of 
a surprisingly open first half with some poor shooting by both sides. The hosts kicked nine wides in 
that opening half hour and despite defending well – they coughed up just three frees. Early on, 
though, Cavan were flawless. Two frees from goalkeeper Liam Brady and a fine point from play from 
wing-forward Pierce Smith saw them race into a 0-3 to 0-0 lead after nine minutes before Tyrone 
opened their account with a free from Cathal MacShane.The Red Hands, unusually, were playing 
route one stuff, raining high ball on the Cavan full-back line, and the tactic didn't bear much fruit in 
the opening half.A point from Liam Galligan was cancelled out by a brilliant individual score from 
Mark Kavanagh as nerves began to show and the sides traded a succession of wides.Long-range 
points from MacShane and Padraig McGirr tied matters seven minutes before half-time before Cavan 
hit the front again after full-forward David Brady did well to tee Liam Galligan up again.Tyrone, 
though, finished the half better with MacShane sending over two more from play to see them hold the 
edge at the break.The winners, though, were much the better side in the second half. Cavan created 



plenty of chances but squandered most of them – they kicked 16 wides in total and dropped three 
short – as a result of wayward shooting and impressive Tyrone defending.Goalkeeper Brady 
converted a free at the start of the second half but two points from Lee Brennan (one a 45) nudged 
Tyrone into the lead and then they struck for the crucial first goal, captain Frank Burns laying off for 
Byrne to coolly side-foot to the roof of the net.Feargal Logan's charges suddenly looked dangerous 
every time they attacked and although Cavan replied with a good point from Niall Clerkin, Tyrone 
were purring and they added a point from David Mulgrew and then decided the game when Burns 
dinked the ball over the top for Ben McDonnell to bundle home.A late MacShane effort was 
sandwiched by Cavan consolation scores from Jack Doyle and Tom Hayes but, by that stage, the 
result wasn't in doubt and it mattered little and Tyrone progress. 
Scorers for Cavan: Liam Brady 0-4f, Tom Hayes 0-2 (1f), Liam Galligan 0-2, Niall Clerkin 0-1, 
Pierse Smith 0-1. 
 
Scorers for Tyrone: C MacShane 0-5 (1f), B McDonnell 1-0, C Byrne 1-0, L Brennan 0-2 (1 
'45), P McGirr 0-1, D Mulgrew 0-1, M Kavanagh 0-1. 
 
CAVAN: Liam Brady (Ramor Utd), Mark Magee (Ramor Utd), Brian O’Connell (Ramor 
Utd), Barry Fortune (Cavan Gaels), Conor Bradley (Ramor Utd), Benjamin Kelly 
(Templeport), Niall Clerkin (Shercock), Kian Monaghan (Drumlane), Matthew McKenna 
(Killygarry), Peter Corrigan (Kingscourt), Liam Galligan (Templeport), Pierse Smith 
(Crosserlough), David Brady (Ballyhaise), Tom Hayes (Cootehill Celtic), Cormac Daly 
(Castlerahan). 
 
Subs: Dónal Monahan (Drumlane) for B Kelly (h/t), Oisin Carolan (Laragh Utd) for P 
Corrigan (36 mins), Bryan Magee (Cuchulainns) for K Monahan (40 mins), David Wilson 
(Lacken) for C Bradley (48 mins), Jack Doyle (Ramor Utd) for L Galligan (50 mins), 
Thomas Galligan (Lacken) for P Smith (53 mins). 
 
TYRONE: S Fox, C McCann, P Teague, S Hamill, C Byrne, S Loughran, P McGirr, C 
MacShane, B McDonnell, M Kavanagh, F Burns, M O'Neill, L Brennan, R Loughran, S Fox.  
 
Subs: D Gallagher for McGirr (25 mins), B Coleman for Loughran (40 mins), E Murray for 
Byrne (57 mins), D Mulgrew for O'Neill. 
 
Referee: Paul Faloon. 

Thanks to Niall Lynch, Michael Hannon, Ronan Caralon , Dermot Sheridan , Damien Keaney  and the 
rest of the backroom team for their effort with this team. I know that they didnt have the time that they 
would have liked to have with group so preparations were hampered a bit .I know that 2017 will be 
different and i wish them well. Michael Lyng is joining the management team for the coming year and 
his knowledge and experience will be a big plus to the set-up. 

 
 

 



Allianz National Football league 2016 

Round 1: Tyrone 0-10   Cavan 0-8 

Healy Park, Omagh.    

 
31/January/2016

 
Tyrone's Niall Sludden chases Gearoid McKiernan of Cavan. 

 

Mickey Harte's 100th league game in charge of Tyrone yielded a narrow victory over Cavan 
at a rain-soaked Healy Park.The favourites for promotion from Division 2 needed late points 
from Conor McAliskey and full back Justin McMahon to wear down their Ulster rivals in 
front of a crowd of 5,100. In a poor game, there was little to choose between the sides until 
the Red Hands found an extra gear when they needed to. Late call-up Mark Bradley and Niall 
McDermott (free) traded early points before Martin Reilly nailed a '45' to give the visitor the 
lead. McAliskey levelled and two Lee Brennan points had the hosts 0-5 to 0-3 in front before 
late points from Reilly and Gearoid McKiernan ensured Cavan of parity at the break. 
McKiernan edged the Breffnimen back in front on the resumption, but then Tyrone hit three-
in-a-row per Mattie Donnelly, Brennan and substitute Darren McCurry to move into a 0-8 to 
0-6 lead. A Cian Mackey free had the margin down to the minimum again before McMahon 
found the range and another from McAliskey made it 0-10 0-7.Killian Clarke got one back 
for Cavan late on, but the home side weren't to be denied in dreadful conditions. 

Tyrone - M O’Neill; A McCrory, Justin McMahon (0-1), C McCarron; N Sludden, R 
Brennan (0-1), T McCann; C Cavanagh, M Donnelly (0-1); C McShane, M Bradley (0-1), C 
Meyler; L Brennan (0-3, 2f), C McAliskey (0-2, 1'45), R O’Neill. Subs: D McCurry (0-1f) 



for R O’Neill, K McGeary for L Brennan, P Harte for C McShane, C McCann for A 
McCrory, P McNulty for C Meyler, B Tierney for M Bradley. 

Cavan - Raymond Galligan(Lacken); Padraig Faulkner(Kingscourt), Killian 
Clarke(Shercock) (0-1), Killian Brady(Mullahoran); Ciaran Brady (Arvagh), Conor 
Moynagh(Drumgoon), Fergal Flanagan(Butlersbridge); David Givney(Ballymun), Gearoid 
McKiernan(Swanlinbar) (0-2, 1f); Martin Reilly(Killygarry) (0-2, 1'45), Niall McDermott 
(Ballinagh) (0-1f), Dara McVeety(Crosserlough); Cian Mackey(Castlerahan) (0-1), Eugene 
Keating(Kilmacud Crokes) (0-1), Jack Brady(Ramor Utd).  

Subs: Paul O’Connor(Cavan Gaels) for Niall McDermott, Enda Henry(Belturbet) for Jack 
Brady, Sean Johnston(Cavan Gaels)  for Eugene Keating, Micheal Argue(Bailieboro) for 
David Givney, Brian Sankey (Shercock)for Killian Brady. 

Referee - D Coldrick. 

 

Round 2: Cavan 1-11  Derry 1-12 

Kingspan Breffni Park    6th February 2016 

  
Cavan and Derry served up a thriller at a bitterly-cold Kingspan Breffni Park, with Mark 
Lynch's 65th minute free proving the difference in the end.  Cavan threw everything they had 
at the visitors in a frantic last five minutes, with the home supporters feeling they could have 
been awarded a couple of frees, but Derry stood up well to the challenge and squeaked home 
after what was a pulsating contest played at near-championship pace. The Blues made most 
of the early running but they were hampered by poor shooting as Derry made the most of 
their early chances.  On 12 minutes, it was tied at 0-2 apiece with Mark Craig and Ciaran 
McFaul helping Derry into a two-point lead before Dara McVeety and Eugene Keating (free) 
tied it up.  
 
A sweet McFaul strike restored Derry's advantage, with Gearóid McKiernan and James Kielt 
(free) trading scores.  The half turned six minutes before the break when Derry, who were 
leading 0-4 to 0-3, were awarded a penalty after Feargal Flanagan fouled Christopher 
Bradley.  Ryan Bells was a poor one and was easily smothered by goalkeeper Raymond 
Galligan.Cavan poured forward and levelled from the break-out through starting debutant 
Paul O'Connor, who slotted over a superb point.  Better was to follow for the hosts as they 
won the next two kick-outs, Tomás Corr and the inspirational Gearóid McKiernan – with a 
magical point from the wing - firing over to make it 0-6 to 0-4.  
 
Derry steadied the ship with an Emmett Bradley effort to go in just a point in arrears.  
Could Cavan, who had kicked eight first-half wides and dropped three more into the keepers 
hands, hold on against the gale?  Derry provided the answer with 70 seconds of the restart. 
From a counter-attack, they sliced Cavan open and after a delightful hand-passing move 
involving Craig and Benny Heron, Caoilean O'Boyle palmed to the net. 
  
And once James Kielt boomed one over from all of 50 metres from their next attack, Derry 
had breathing space.  Martin Reilly and Herron exchanged points but, from nowhere, Cavan 



hit the front with a flurry.  Substitute Michael Argue rifled a loose ball shot first-time to the 
top corner of the Derry net to put Cavan ahead. 
 
Two frees from Mark Lynch edged Derry in front again and then sub Shane Heavron floated 
over a beauty to make it 1-11 to 1-9 and set up a frenetic final 10 minutes.  By the time three 
of them had elapsed, Cavan had clawed it back to a draw again with frees from McKiernan 
and sub Seanie Johnston but Derry were handed another chance when McKiernan fouled – 
and the reliable Lynch again converted.  The Cavan talisman went off on a black card after 
that incident but the home side threw everything they had at the Derry goal in injury time, 
with Johnston seeing black after one huge scramble. 
 
 CAVAN: Raymond Galligan (Lacken), Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt), Killian Clarke 
(Shercock), Killian Brady (Mullahoran), Ciarán Brady (Arvagh), Conor Moynagh 
(Drumgoon), Feargal Flanagan (Butlersbridge), Tomas Corr (Denn)0-1, Gearoid McKiernan 
(Swanlinbar)0-3, Martin Reilly (Killygarry)0-1, David Givney (Ballymun Kickhams), Dara 
McVeety (Crosserlough) 0-1, Cian Mackey (Castlerahan)0-1, Eugene Keating (Kilmacud 
Crokes)0-1, Paul O'Connor (Cavan Gaels)0-1. 
 
Subs: Michael Argue (Bailieborough) (1-0) for K Brady, Joshua Hayes (Cootehill) for 
McVeety, Sean Johnston (Cavan Gaels) (0-1f) for O'Connor, Tom Hayes (Cootehill) for 
Keating, Chris Conroy (Lavey) for McKiernan (BC), Enda Henry (Belturbet) for Johnston 
(BC). 
  
DERRY: E McNicholl, K McKaigue, C McKaigue, C Mullan, G McKinless, M Craig, D 
Heavron, E Bradley, M Lynch, B Herron, C McFaul, C Bradley, C O'Boyle, E McGuckin, R 
Bell, J Kielt.  
 
Subs: E McGuckin for C O'Boyle, N Loughlin for R Bell, C McAtamney for E Bradley, S 
Heavron for B Herron, D McKinless for C Bradley, N Forester for G McKinless. 
  
Referee: P Neilan (Roscommon) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Round 3 

Pairc Tailteann 

28 February 2016             Meath1-13 v Cavan. 1-20 
 

 

 
Meath's Padraic Harnan and David Givney (Cavan) during the ANFL Division 2 game at Pairc 

Tailteann 
 

A supercharged second-half showing saw Cavan blitz Meath in this Allianz NFL Division 2 round 
three clash at Pairc Tailteann on Sunday. Cavan trailed the home side by seven points at half-time, but 
outscored them by 1-15 to 0-4 thereafter to register their first points of the campaign.By the end 11 
different players (including goalkeeper Raymond Galligan from a 50-metre free) were on the 
scoresheet for Terry Hyland's men who lost narrowly to Tyrone and Derry respectively in the opening 
two rounds. Meath managed the first score of the second-half, a Sean Tobin free at the town end and 
move eight points clear, in their quest for a second home win of the league.  

With Gearoid McKiernan and Sean Johnston leading the way in attack, Cavan gradually assumed 
control. The visitors were lifted by David Givney's 50th minute goal that left the men in blue just one 
point off the pace, 1-9 to 1-10. Earlier in the half, Givney was denied a goal by Meath 'keeper Paddy 
O'Rourke. Cavan gained parity for the first time, 1-11-each,  when sub Niall Murray pointed midway 
through the half. 'Kicking-on' the visitors outscored Meath by 0-9 to 0-2 in the time remaining. At the 
end 11 different players were on the scoresheet for the winners.  An excellent solo Eamon Wallace 
point saw Meath regain the lead, 1-12 to 1-11, in the 54th minute. However, Cavan were relentless in 
pursuit of the spoils and posted eight points in the time remaining. A Sean Tobin point  was the hosts' 
sole remaining score. Cavan closed out with four unanswered scores. McKiernan's final score could 
have been a goal if such was required. A miserable afternoon for Meath was compounded by the red-
carding of 'keeper Paddy O'Rourke deep into stoppage time. For the first-half, Meath played from the 
town end and within 10 of the off, Graham Reilly pointed with help from Sean Tobin. By the fifth 
minute, Meath had trebled their lead through Tobin (free) and Michael Newman.It wasn't until the 



15th minute that Cavan got off the mark, with Sean Johnston (free) registering. With Gearoid 
McKiernan directing matters in attack the visitors created promising situations. However, they were 
let down by some poor shooting, finishing the half with nine wides to Meath's four. Cavan 'keeper 
Raymond Galligan saved from Newman in the 14th minute at the expense of a 45.Johnston's second 
point left it 0-2 to 0-4. Meath responded with Eamon Wallace's 22nd minute goal, finished with 
aplomb at the old swimming pool end. Johnston's next attempt saw him hit the crossbar. Cavan corner 
back Jason McLoughlin pulled a point back in the 32nd minute. Meath responded with four points on 
the bounce. Wallace and Reilly registered from play while Newman landed two frees.That left eight 
points in it heading into three minutes of stoppage time. Cavan's McKiernan closed the scoring to 
leave the home side 1-9 to 0-5 ahead at the break. The Breffni men faced the sun from the 
resumption,  but played as if it was at their backs as they registered an emphatic win on the 
neighbours patch. 

Cavan - Raymond Galligan(Lacken) (0-1 f); Padraig Faulkner(Kingscourt), Killian Clarke(Shercock), 
Jason McLoughlin(Shannon Gaels) (0-1); Ciaran Brady (Arva), Conor Moynagh(Drumgoon) (0-2), 
Feargal Flanagan(Butlersbridge); Tomas Corr(Denn) (0-1), David Givney(Mountnugent) (1-0); Dara 
McVeety(Crosserlough) (0-3), Gearoid McKiernan(Swanlinbar) (0-2), Martin Reilly(Killygarry); 
Cian Mackey(Castlerahan), Michael Argue(Bailieboro) (0-1), Seanie Johnston(Cavan Gaels) (0-6, 
2fs). 

Subs - Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels) (0-2) for Flanagan (42), Killian Brady(Mullahoran) for Reilly 
(45), Paul O'Connor(Cavan Gaels) (0-1) for Mackey (57), Jack Brady(Ramor Utd) for Johnston (69), 
Levi Murphy(Cavan Gaels) for McLoughlin (70), Brian Sankey (Shercock) for McKiernan (72). 

Meath - Paddy O'Rourke; Donal Keogan, Conor McGill, Mickey Burke; Brian Power, Padraic 
Harnan, Darragh Smyth; Harry Rooney, Donnacha Tobin (0-1); Sean Tobin (0-3, 2fs), Cillian 
O'Sullivan, Graham Reilly (0-2); Eamon Wallace (1-3), Michael Newman (0-4, 3fs), Donal Lenihan. 
Subs - Cathal Finn for Smyth (8), James O'Reilly for Finn (27), Andrew Tormey for Power (52), 
Mark Battersby for O'Sullivan (64), 

Referee - Rory Hickey (Clare). 

 

Rd 4: Cavan 3-18 Armagh 0-10   

5th March Kingspan Breffni Park 

 

Cavan, who scored 1-15 in the second half against Meath last Sunday, picked up where they left off 
here with a top-class performance to sink a disappointing Armagh. The hosts were pointless after the 
opening two rounds against Tyrone and Derry but there was enough in those performances to suggest 
they were making progress – that has been emphatically confirmed now after another free-scoring 
victory in which the forward line clicked almost from the off. Armagh played their best stuff in the 
first five minutes with points from Ciaron O'Hanlon, Stephen Sheridan and Micheál McKenna – but 
Cavan soon took command. A bundled goal from man of the match Seanie Johnston, who finished 
with 1-5, tied matters in the seventh minute and Cavan were never headed thereafter. 
Eight unanswered points from Johnston, Michael Argue (two), Jason McLoughlin (two), Gearoid 
McKiernan and Dara McVeety helped them into a comfortable lead and they didn't take a backward 
step from that point on.The Blues were ahead by 1-11 to 0-5 at half-time and stepped on the gas in the 
second half. With McKiernan powering through the middle, they created countless overlaps – and 



also had the option of high deliveries to David Givney, who was impeccable in the air. 
With a quarter of an hour to play, Cavan were coasting after Givney flicked home a second goal to put 
13 points between them and when McKiernan sauntered through and side-footed home, the 
scoreboard read 3-15 to 0-8 in favour of Cavan and the Orchard County fans were already streaming 
out.Corner-back Padraig Faulkner also got forward for a well-taken score, with Martin Reilly floating 
over another in the dying seconds as Cavan won pulling up, kicking seven wides and spurning 
anything up to half a dozen goalscoring opportunities in the second half.Armagh had no answer to the 
home side, whom they meet at the same venue in championship on May 29, with only Ethan Rafferty 
– who came on as a sub, scored twice and was black-carded – showing anything like his best form. 
They pressed hard in the dying seconds but made little inroads, with Ray Galligan excellent in nets for 
Cavan.Cavan looked fit and had scoring 3-16 from play will surely please manager Terry Hyland as 
his side's tally improves to four points. 

Scorers for Cavan: G McKiernan 1-5 (3f), S Johnston 1-5 (2f), D Givney 1-1, M Argue, J 
McLoughlin 0-2 each, P Faulkner, D McVeety, M Reilly 0-1 each 
Scorers for Armagh: S Campbell 0-3 (3f), E Rafferty, G McPartland 0-2 each, S Sheridan, M 
McKenna, C O’Hanlon 0-1 each 
 
Cavan: Raymond Galligan (Lacken), Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt), Killian Clarke (Shercock), Jason 
McLoughlin (Shannon Gaels), Ciarán Brady (Arvagh), Conor Moynagh (Drumgoon), Killian Brady 
(Mullahoran), Tomas Corr (Denn), Liam Buchanan (Ballymachugh), Dara McVeety (Crosserlough), 
Gearoid McKiernan (Swanlinbar), Martin Reilly (Killygarry), David Givney (Mountnugent), Michael 
Argue (Bailieborough), Sean Johnston (Cavan Gaels). 
 
Subs: Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels) for McVeety (12, BC), Rory Dunne (Redhills) for Buchanan (48), 
Paul O'Connor (Cavan Gaels) for Johnston (53), Cian Mackey (Castlerahan) for R Dunne (58, BC), 
Joshua Hayes (Cootehill Celtic) for McLoughlin (60), Brian Sankey (Shercock) for Faulkner (65). 
 
Armagh: M McNiece, A Mallon, C Vernon, S Connell, M Shields, S Heffron, S Sheridan, A Findon, 
S Campbell, N Grimley, A Forker, T Kernan, C Watters, C O'Hanlon, M McKenna. 
 
Subs: E Rafferty for Watters (25), A Murnin for Grimely (HT), J McElroy for Rafferty (45, BC), N 
McConville for Forker (48), G McPartland for Kernan (58), J Hall for O'Hanlon (65). 
 
Ref: M Deegan (Laois). 

 

Round 5: FERMANAGH 0-9 CAVAN 1-12 
11-03-16 Brewster Park. 
 
Cavan had nine different scorers, with captain Gearoid McKiernan the stand-out player, as they 
ran out comfortable winners over Fermanagh in Brewster Park on Saturday night. 
The Erne men found scores hard to come by, with wing-back Aidan Breen registering their only 
point from play, as Cavan made it three wins in succession. Cavan, who moved so well against 
Meath and Armagh, played within themselves at the end of a sluggish, slow-burner of a first 
half.They had the upper hand early on but Fermanagh settled midway through the half and, by the 
break, just two points separated the sides. David Givney, at full-forward, opened the scoring and 



set corner back Jason McLoughlin up for the second before the other corner-back, newcomer 
Padraig Faulkner, won a break off Givney and fired over to make it 0-3 to 0-0.But Fermanagh 
soon grew into the contest and after a good run from defender Paddy Rehill, Tomás Corrigan – 
who earlier converted a sideline ball only to see it ruled out after he crossed the whitewash – 
tapped over a free.Cavan replied through a free from captain Gearoid McKiernan but Fermanagh 
then enjoyed a period of ascendancy. Forcing Cavan goalkeeper Raymond Galligan to go long on 
his kick-outs, the Erne men gobbled up possession and two Corrigan frees dragged them closer 
before an excellent point – which could have been a goal – from Aidan Breen tied matters at 0-4 
apiece in the 25th minute.Cavan, who kicked six first-half wides to Fermanagh's three and 
dropped another short, hit the front again with a McKiernan free and he added another from play, 
after Faulkner bravely forced a turnover, to send his side in two to the good.Fermanagh cut the 
gap to the minimum with a Corrigan free at the start of the second half but the Blues upped the 
ante again. They poached two successive Fermanagh kick-outs and engineered two good points, 
Johnston swinging one over from a tight angle and Liam Buchanan adding the second – his first 
point at senior level. Sean Quigley came off the bench for the Erne men to a warm reception with 
25 minutes to go and made an immediate impression – he rode a big tackle from Conor Moynagh 
and dinked a lovely ball into the path of Marty O'Brien but goalkeeper Galligan saved smartly 
and the chance was lost. At the other end, though, Cavan unlocked the Fermanagh defence for the 
first time moments later and, crucially, they made their chance count. Good work from sub Cian 
Mackey and Buchanan saw the ball laid on for the on-rushing Johnston and his left-footed finish 
to the roof of the net from 14 yards was impeccable. The hosts replied with another Corrigan free 
but Cavan cancelled this out with one of their own from goalkeeper Galligan – unusually for a 
netminder, it was from the hands – and when McKiernan swung over a trademark score from 
wide on the left, Terry Hyland's men were seven ahead, 1-10 to 0-6, and cruising down the home 
stretch.Quigley was central in the closing stages as his side attempted to eat into Cavan's lead. He 
nailed a 45 and a long-range free but Cavan hit back when Martin Reilly supplied the finish after 
Killian Clarke galloped the length of the field.Tomas Corr had the final say, driving over after a 
well-worked Breffni move, as Cavan's fitness shone through in the dying minutes. 
 
Scorers for Cavan: Gearoid McKiernan 0-4 (2f), Sean Johnston 1-1, Raymond Galligan 0-1 (1f), 
Padraig Faulkner 0-1, Jason McLoughlin 0-1, Tomas Corr 0-1, Liam Buchanan 0-1, Martin Reilly 
0-1, David Givney 0-1. 
 
Scorers for Fermanagh: T Corrigan 0-6 (6f), S Quigley 0-2 (1f, 1 45), A Breen 0-1 
 
CAVAN: Raymond Galligan (Lacken), Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt), Killian Clarke 
(Shercock), Jason McLoughlin (Shannon Gaels), Ciarán Brady (Arvagh), Conor Moynagh 
(Drumgoon), Killian Brady (Mullahoran), Tomas Corr (Denn), Liam Buchanan (Ballymachugh), 
Dara McVeety (Crosserlough), Gearoid McKiernan (Swanlinbar), Martin Reilly (Killygarry), 
David Givney (Mountnugent), Michael Argue (Bailieborough), Sean Johnston (Cavan Gaels). 
 
Subs: Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels) for K Brady (31 mins), Cian Mackey (Castlerahan) for N 
Murray (45 mins, BC), Paul O'Connor (Cavan Gaels) for M Argue (60 mins), Rory Dunne 
(Redhills) for L Buchanan (65 mins), Joshua Hayes (Cootehill Celtic) for S Johnston (67 mins), 
Brian Sankey (Shercock) for G McKiernan (69 mins). 
 



FERMANAGH: C Snow, M Jones, C Cullen, N Cassidy, P Rehill, J McMahon, A Breen, E 
Donnelly, R O'Callaghan, B Mulrone, R Corrigan, D McCusker, P McCusker, R Jones, T 
Corrigan.  
 
Subs: M O'Brien for Rehill (43 mins), S Quigley for R Corrigan (46 mins), C Jones for P 
McCusker (65 mins), R McCluskey for Cassidy (67 mins). 
 
Referee: C Brannigan (Down). 
 

Round 6  Cavan 1-17 Laois 0-15 

27-03-16    Kingspan Breffni Park 

 
Cavan will face Galway next Sunday on home turf knowing that a draw will be enough to see 
them promoted after the Blues held off Laois in a hard-fought clash at Kingspan Breffni Park. 
Terry Hyland's team started well, Sean Johnston converting a free, midfielder Tomás Corr 
powering through for a point from play, and wing-back Ciarán Brady clipping over another, 
with John O'Loughlin mustering a response for the visitors. 
The towering Michael Argue and O'Loughlin traded scores, but a brilliant point from Cavan 
captain Gearoid McKiernan saw them move 0-5 to 0-2 ahead with a dozen minutes on the 
clock.Laois's shooting was poor – they kicked nine first-half wides and dropped another four 
efforts short.  Although Laois recorded a good point from Conor Meredith, Cavan put some 
daylight between them when a great ball from Liam Buchanan opened up the visitors' 
defence and Johnston tucked it away from 10 yards. 

 
A great point from Kevin Meaney – who was later black-carded just before half-time – 
brought Laois closer.  McKiernan responded with a trademark gallop up the left wing and 
curled point for Cavan, and defender Conor Moynagh added another, but three frees from 
Donie Kingston, with a fisted Liam Buchanan point at the other end, cut the gap to four on 
the half-hour mark. 

 
Evan O'Carroll and Johnston (free) raised white flags at the end of the first half. 
Cavan appeared to tire a little in the third quarter and their transition out of defence lacked 
the same potency it had in the first half as Laois stuck to their task as Hyland's men struggled 
to shake them off. 

 
O'Carroll and David Givney swapped points early on before a Johnston free nudged Cavan 
further in front – but the Cavan management were soon forced into a reshuffle when the 
Cavan Gaels man went off with what looked like a hamstring injury. Donie Kingston and 
substitute Jamie Farrell registered scores for the O'Moore men, with Martin Reilly hitting 
back for Cavan and Argue quickly clipping another. 

 
Laois, though, carved the Blues open with their next attack and Galligan was called into 
action to save smartly from Kingston, whose battle with Killian Clarke was worth the 
admission fee alone. 



 
O'Loughlin and sub Ross Munnelly (free) added two more to cut the gap to a goal, but the 
arrival of Cavan reinforcements would swing things their way in the closing stages. 
McKiernan ended a 15-minute drought with a super point and two excellent points from Jack 
Brady, who made an eye-catching cameo from the bench, made it 1-16 to 0-13. 
Laois tacked on a point from Colm Begley and pressed hard for a goal late on, with Kingston 
causing all sorts of problems, but Cavan, who themselves had 10 wides in the second half, 
deservedly held on to win.  

 
Scorers for Cavan: Sean Johnston 1-3 (3fs), Gearoid McKiernan 0-3, Michael Argue 0-2, 
Jack Brady 0-2, Liam Buchanan 0-1, Raymond Galligan 0-1 (45), Ciarán Brady 0-1, Conor 
Moynagh 0-1, Tomas Corr 0-1, Martin Reilly 0-1, David Givney 0-1. 

Scorers for Laois: D Kingston 0-4 (4fs), J O'Loughlin 0-3, E O'Carroll 0-3 (1f, 1 45), C 
Begley 0-2, R Munnelly 0-2 (1f), J Farrell 0-1. 

 
 
CAVAN: Raymond Galligan (Lacken), Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt), Killian Clarke 
(Shercock), Jason McLoughlin (Shannon Gaels), Ciarán Brady (Arvagh), Conor Moynagh 
(Drumgoon), Killian Brady (Mullahoran), Tomas Corr (Denn), Liam Buchanan 
(Ballymachugh), Dara McVeety (Crosserlough), Gearoid McKiernan (Swanlinbar), Martin 
Reilly (Killygarry), David Givney (Mountnugent), Michael Argue (Bailieborough), Sean 
Johnston (Cavan Gaels). 

 
Subs: Eugene Keating (Kilmacud Crokes) for S Johnston (47 mins), Cian Mackey 
(Castlerahan) for M Argue (51 mins), Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels) for C Moynagh (47 mins), 
Jack Brady (Ramor Utd) for L Buchanan (58 mins), Joshua Hayes (Cootehill Celtic) for K 
Brady (66 mins), Rory Dunne (Redhills) for D Givney (69 mins). 

 
 
LAOIS: G Brody, C Begley, R Kehoe, D Strong, G Dillon, S Attride, M Timmons, B 
Quigley, C Meredith (0-1), K Meaney, J O'Loughlin, N Donoher, E O'Carroll, D Kingston, P 
Kingston. 

 
Subs: J Farrell for Meaney (30 mins, BC), A Farrell for Dillon (HT), R Munnelly for P 
Kingston (51 mins), D O'Connor for Kehoe (55 mins), D O'Reilly for Meredith (55 mins), N 
Murphy for O'Carroll (65 mins). 

 
Referee: P O'Sullivan (Kerry) 

 

 

 

 

 



Round 7          Cavan 1-16     Galway 1-12 

03-04-16          Kingspan Breffni Park 

 

  

Cavan are back in the top flight for the first time since 2002 after they recorded a fully 
merited win over Galway in a hard-fought, do-or-die Allianz Football League clash at a 
packed, rain-sodden Kingspan Breffni Park. 
Before one of the largest crowds for a NFL match in over a decade, Cavan started sluggishly 
but turned on the style in the second quarter to go in at the break 1-8 to 1-5 in front. 
With David Givney showing well at full-forward and captain Gearoid McKiernan in 
sensational form on the '40, Cavan kicked six points in succession in the lead-up to half-time. 
Jack Brady, who replaced the injured Seanie Johnston, opened the scoring with a free but 
Galway drew level and then edged in front through David Wynne and Danny Cummins. 
In the ninth minute, Cavan grabbed the lead again when a long punt from Killian Brady went 
all the way to Givney, who side-footed to the net. 

 
But within three minutes Galway were in command again when Damien Comer and Gary 
Sice (free) pointed before Comer reacted quickest after the ball rebounded off the upright to 
rifle home. That goal made it 1-4 to 1-1 to the Tribesmen but after Killian Clarke and Sice – 
with a brilliant free from the sideline – traded points, Cavan upped a gear and three magical 
points from McKiernan along with two 45s from goalkeeper Ray Galligan and a long-range 
effort from Dara McVeety left three between the sides at half-time. 
Such was Cavan’s dominance that they kicked nine wides in the opening half, with Galway 
registering none and mustering six scores from as many chances. Galway started the second 
half well, the lively Walsh driving over a point after 20 seconds, but Cavan moved four clear 
in the next two minutes as Jack Brady, with a free, and Givney pointed. Eamon Brannigan 
was next on the mark for the visitors and although this was cancelled out by another from 
Man of the Match McKiernan, Cavan’s play became riddled with errors as they panicked a 
little with the finishing line in sight. 

 
Sice (free) and Brannigan made it a two-point game again and with Shane Walsh looking 
more dangerous by the minute, it appeared as if Galway might just spoil the party.  But 
Cavan came up with an important point from rookie midfielder Liam Buchanan and another 



from sub Eugene Keating to put four between them again with 10 minutes on the 
clock.  Galway were now the team kicking wides as Cavan lived on their nerves, with Walsh 
sending over two super points. 

 
The Tribesmen pushed for a goal and almost got it, Jason McLoughlin clearing Comer’s shot 
off the line, and in the four minutes of added on time, the Blues kicked on, Keating, 
McKiernan and sub Niall Murray tacking on the scores that sealed the deal. 

There were jubilant scenes afterwards with the players receiving a standing ovation coming 
off the field.   

 
Scorers for Cavan: G McKiernan 0-5, D Givney 1-1, R Galligan 0-2, (2 '45s), E Keating 0-
2, J Brady 0-2 (2f), D McVeety 0-1, L Buchanan 0-1, N Murray 0-1, K Clarke 0-1 

CAVAN: Raymond Galligan (Lacken), Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt), Killian Clarke 
(Shercock), Jason McLoughlin (Shannon Gaels), Ciarán Brady (Arvagh), Conor Moynagh 
(Drumgoon), Killian Brady (Mullahoran), Tomas Corr (Denn), Liam Buchanan 
(Ballymachugh), Dara McVeety (Crosserlough), Gearoid McKiernan (Swanlinbar), Martin 
Reilly (Killygarry), David Givney (Mountnugent), Michael Argue (Bailieborough), Jack 
Brady (Ramor Utd) 

 
Subs: Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels) for Argue (51 mins), Eugene Keating (Kilmacud Crokes) 
for J Brady (55 mins), Cian Mackey (Castlerahan) for M Reilly (60 mins), Rory Dunne 
(Redhills) for Buchanan (BC, 63 mins), Christopher Conroy for Corr (70 mins). 

Scorers for Galway: D Comer 1-1, S Walsh 0-4 (1f, 1'45), G Sice 0-3 (3f), E Brannigan 0-2, 
D Wynne 0-1, D Cummins 0-1. 

  

GALWAY: M Breathnach; D Wynne, D Kyne, C Sweeney; L Silke, G O’Donnell, G 
Bradshaw; E Brannigan, P Conroy; T Flynn, P Sweeney, G Sice; S Walsh, D Cummins, D 
Comer. 

  

Subs: J Heaney for Cummins (48 mins), A Varley for P Sweeney (53 mins), S Denvir for 
Sice (62 mins), E Hoare for Brannigan (70 mins). 



 

ALLIANZ FOOTBALL LEAGUE DIVISION TWO FINAL 
Tyrone 1-17 Cavan 0-15 

Croke Park. 

 
Tyrone's thrilling start to 2016 continues with a strong Croke Park performance securing 
them the Division 2 Allianz football league title, in the process preserving their remarkable 
unbeaten run since January 1.Ronan O'Neill's 1-3 haul and 0-5 from Connor McAliskey 
proved decisive in seeing off Cavan's spirited challenge while captain Sean Cavanagh 
delivered three important points. Tyrone have now claimed three pieces of silverware in a 
matter of months having previously captured the Dr McKenna and O’Fiach Cups in the pre-
season.Underdogs Cavan gave a strong account of themselves and led superbly by Gearoid 
McKiernan fought all the way, but O'Neill's 49th minute goal was a turning point and put 
Tyrone six points clear.  The Ulster and All-Ireland title hopefuls held on from there for a 
five-point win despite losing Mattie Donnelly to a red card for two bookings late on.  Both 
sides dropped men back from the moment the ball was thrown in, but it was an entertaining 
game all the same.With less than half an hour played, Tyrone led 0-9 to 0-8 and 16 different 
players had got on the score sheet, eight from each side.Perhaps that was down to the fact that 
it's still only April and with fitness levels still being honed, it's difficult to shut off all the 
wide open spaces at Croke Park.Counter-attacking football certainly flourished in the 
conditions with both sides breaking out of defence to register eye catching scores.  Tyrone, 
masters of the style of play, did it that bit better than Cavan and took a deserved 0-11 to 0-8 
lead into the interval.The spread of scorers meant that nobody dominated the attacking 
though McAliskey and Cavanagh were influential close to goal, while Peter Harte troubled 
the Cavan defence with his continuous solo runs.Cavan were beaten by two points by Tyrone 



in the opening round of the group campaign. They showed no signs of any inferiority 
complex on the bigger stage as they ran at Mickey Harte's side and picked off some fine 
scores.  Michael Argue got the best of the early ones, splitting the posts just moments after a 
Tyrone goal chance at the other end was narrowly averted. McKiernan kicked a beauty from 
the left early in the second-half to leave just two in it, 0-11 to 0-9.But that was as close as 
Cavan came to reeling in their Ulster neighbours as Tyrone forged six clear with two points 
from McAliskey before O'Neill was fed by Donnelly and blasted the game's only goal.  It put 
Tyrone six clear and they finished up with five to spare as O'Neill, Donnelly, McAliskey and 
Cavanagh all kept the scoreboard ticking over late on. 

 

Scorers for Cavan: G McKiernan 0-3 (1f), D McVeety 0-2, M Reilly 0-1, T Corr 0-1, L 
Buchanan 0-1, M Argue 0-1, R Galligan 0-1 (1f), S Johnston 0-1 (1f), C Moynagh 0-1, D 
Givney 0-1, E Keating 0-1, J McLoughlin 0-1. 
 
Scorers for Tyrone: R O'Neill 1-3 (1f), C McAliskey 0-5, S Cavanagh 0-3, M Donnelly 0-2, 
R Brennan 0-1, T McCann 0-1, P Harte 0-1, M Bradley 0-1 (f). 
 

CAVAN: Raymond Galligan (Lacken); Jason McLoughlin (Shannon Gaels), Killian Clarke 
(Shercock), Killian Brady (Mullahoran); Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt), Conor Moynagh 
(Drumgoon), Ciaran Brady (Arvagh); Tomas Corr (Denn), Liam Buchanan (Ballymachugh); 
Dara McVeety (Crosserlough), Gearoid McKiernan (Swanlinbar), Martin Reilly (Killygarry); 
David Givney (Mountnugent), Michael Argue (Bailieborough), Sean Johnston (Cavan Gaels). 

Subs: Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels) for K Brady (25), Eugene Keating (Kilmacud Crokes) for 
Johnston (46), Cian Mackey (Castlerahan) for Buchanan (48, black card), Rory Dunne 
(Redhills) for Argue (53), Feargal Flanagan (Butlersbridge) for C Brady (60), Jack Brady 
(Ramor Utd) for Moynagh (66). 

TYRONE: M O'Neill; C McCarron, R McNamee, Justin McMahon; R Brennan, A McCrory, 
T McCann; C Cavanagh, M Donnelly; N Sludden, M Bradley, P Harte; C McAliskey, S 
Cavanagh, R O'Neill. 
 

Subs: C Meyler for Sludden (50), B Tierney for McMahon (51), R Donnelly for Bradley 
(56), L Brennan for O'Neill (57), K McGeary for McAliskey (61), F Burns for McCarron 
(71). 

Referee: Ciaran Branagan (Down). 

 

 
 



Ulster Senior Football Championship Quarter-Final 

Cavan 2-16  Armagh 0-14 
Kingspan Breffni Park 

29th May 2016 

Cavan picked up a win in the Ulster Championship with a fully-merited eight-point victory 
over Armagh before 15,263 supporters in Kingspan Breffni Park.Terry Hyland's men were in 
charge for almost the whole 70 minutes, with Dara McVeety, Martin Reilly, Sean Johnston, 
and Ray Galligan in sparkling form.  Cavan dominated the first half, at the end of which they 
were full value for their 1-9 to 0-7 lead. The Blues dominated on kick-outs, with Reilly 
playing a key role and captain Gearoid McKiernan growing into the contest.With David 
Givney claiming whatever ball came his way, Cavan had the option of running it or going 
long and they terrorised Armagh in the second quarter.  
 
Cavan opened the scoring with a super strike from Sean Johnston, but Armagh settled fairly 
quickly after that and edged into a 0-3 to 0-1 lead after 10 minutes with points from Stefan 
Campbell (free) and a brace from Ethan Rafferty.  However, Cavan were full of running and 
looked dangerous every time they broke out.Two Johnston frees and a 45 from goalkeeper 
Ray Galligan nudged them in front and they quickly kicked on, Johnston floating over a neat 
point from play and McKiernan adding two more.  And then, in the 20th minute, the hosts hit 
the net when Reilly galloped down the left wing, cut in and fed Dara McVeety for a 
straightforward finish.And when centre-back Conor Moynagh raced 50 metres and teed 
McKiernan up for another, Cavan were 1-8 to 0-4 ahead and cruising.   
 
Rafferty and Johnston traded frees before the break as Cavan went in five to the good. And 
although Kieran McGeeney's side made a decent fist of things in the second half, Cavan's 
pace when breaking out of defence and their extra quality in defence made the difference.The 
excellent Stefan Campbell was their go-to man all day and gave Killian Clarke a tough 
afternoon, but he will rue missing a glorious opportunity when he was felled in front of goal 
and ref Eddie Kinsella awarded a penalty.  However, Campbell's penalty was tame and was 
saved by the oustanding Galligan. The hosts immediately countered and Mackey set Johnston 
up for the killer score.By that stage, Cavan had notched their second goal, Martin Reilly 
tucking away from the penalty spot after Cian Mackey was fouled, and a succession of late 
scores from Dara McVeety, Conor Moynagh and two from lively sub Jack Brady.And that 
was that – the Blues march on to meet Tyrone in three weeks' time in a repeat of the Allianz 
League Division 2 Final. For the Orchard men, the qualifiers beckon. 
 
Scorers for Cavan: S Johnston 0-7 (4fs), D McVeety 1-1, G McKiernan 0-3, M Reilly 1-0 
(pen), J Brady 0-2, D Givney 0-1, C Moynagh 0-1. 

Scorers for Armagh: S Campbell 0-8 (2 45s, 3f), E Rafferty 0-4 (3fs), T Kernan 0-2,  

CAVAN: Raymond Galligan (Lacken), Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt), Killian Clarke 
(Shercock), Rory Dunne (Redhills), Feargal Flanagan (Butlersbridge), Conor Moynagh 
(Drumgoon), Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels), Tomas Corr (Denn), Gearoid McKiernan 
(Swanlinbar), Cian Mackey (Castlerahan), Dara McVeety (Crosserlough), Martin Reilly 
(Killygarry), David Givney (Mountnugent), Michael Argue (Bailieborough), Sean Johnston 
(Cavan Gaels). 



Subs: Ciaran Brady (Arvagh) for Murray (46), Eugene Keating (Kilmacud Crokes) for Argue 
(51), Jack Brady (Ramor Utd) for Keating (BC, 54), Killian Brady (Mullahoran) for P 
Faulkner (65), Gerard Smith (Lavey) for Johnston (66), Liam Buchanan (Ballymachugh) for 
McKiernan (69). 

Armagh: P Morison, J Morgan, C Vernon, M Shields, A Mallon, A Forker, C McKeever, B 
Donaghy, E Rafferty, R Grugan, T Kernan, C O'Hanlon, C Watters, S Campbell, G 
McParland 

Subs: A Findon for O'Hanlon (27), M McKenna for Watters (30), S Connell for Vernon (40), 
J McElroy for Rafferty (44), S Heffron for McElroy (BC, 50). 

Referee: E Kinsella (Laois). 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Ulster Senior Football Championship Semi-Final 

Clones 
 
CAVAN 3-7 TYRONE 0-16 
 
An injury-time goal from David Givney salvaged a draw for Cavan in a thrilling Ulster SFC 
semi-final against Tyrone in St. Tiernach's Park, Clones. In what was easily the best game of 
the football championship so far, Tyrone led by three points going into stoppage time when 
Givney got on the end of Ciarán Brady's ball across and fisted home his second goal of the 
game to set up a replay on July 3rd back in Clones.With four minutes of stoppage time 
signalled, Tyrone still had two chances to snatch victory but Darren McCurry's '45' trailed 
wide and Niall Sludden dropped the ball short into the Cavan 'keeper's hands from only 20m 
out.Tyrone probably should have shaded it on the balance of play, but Cavan had a 
goalscoring threat throughout and got a dream start through Givney's first goal in the sixth 
minute. Martin Reilly's shot was blocked but Givney followed in the shot and tapped the 
rebound into the net. Feargal Flanagan then scored from distance to put the underdogs 1-1 up 
with Tyrone still in the blocks.Tyrone's counter-attacks were slow and ponderous and the 
route one high ball into Sean Cavanagh wasn't working with Cavan's defence mopping up all 
the danger.They were living off scraps and a long-range point from Cathal McShane and 
another from Connor McAliskey was brief respite from Cavan's bright start. Terry Hyland's 
side were bristling with belief and Tomas Corr and Cian Mackey restored their four-point 
lead.Mackey's point, however, proved to be their last score until a contentious second goal in 
first-half stoppage time from Conor Moynagh. In the intervening 22 minutes, Tyrone scored 
six points in a row as they began to settle and get to grips with Cavan's intensity. 
A rare mistake in Cavan defence allowed Ronan O'Neill to score his first point and he 
followed it up with two frees and another point from play before the break. Peter Harte and 
Colm Cavanagh also scored from play, Cavanagh's left-footed point from a difficult angle 
putting Tyrone ahead for the first time at 0-7 to 1-3 in the 32nd minute. 
Tyrone looked set to take a half-time lead into the dressing-room when O'Neill's point 
stretched their lead to two, but Cavan struck at the perfect time in the last action of the half. 
Raymond Galligan's 60 metre free dropped short and was flicked on by Givney and the 
ricochet was bundled in by Conor Moynagh, despite Colm Cavanagh and Cathal McCarron's 
best efforts to clear their lines.Referee David Gough at first waved play on but was informed 
by an umpire that the ball had crossed the line, giving Cavan a 2-3 to 0-8 half time lead. 
Donnelly brothers Mattie and Ritchie both scored to nudge Tyrone ahead again but Cavan 
were in no mood to surrender the initiative and committed way more bodies forward. 
Trailing 2-3 to 0-10, Cavan reeled off the next four points through Seanie Johnston (free), 
Raymond Galligan's '45' and points from Niall Murray and the excellent Dara McVeety. Both 
teams had their periods of dominance and Tyrone responded with four of their own through 
Sean Cavanagh, Connor McAliskey, Niall Sludden and Mattie Donnelly and looked to have 
done enough to advance to a first Ulster final since 2010.Sub Padraig McNulty missed a 
golden chance to put them there, taking a brilliant crossfield pass from the lively Ronan 
O'Neill, but blasted his shot straight at the goalkeeper. Darren McCurry nailed the '45' but 
there was still time for Givney's heroics to give Cavan another chance to reach their first 
provincial decider since 2001. 



 
Scorers for Cavan – D Givney 2-0, C Moynagh 1-0, F Flanagan, N Murray, T Corr, D 
McVeety, C Mackey 0-1 each, S Johnston 0-1 (f), R Galligan 0-1 (a '45'). 
 
Scorers for Tyrone – R O'Neill 0-5 (3f), C McAliskey, M Donnelly 0-2 each, N Sludden, P 
Harte, C Cavanagh, C McShane, R Donnelly, S Cavanagh 0-1 each, D McCurry 0-1 (a '45'). 
 
CAVAN: Raymond Galligan (Lacken), Killian Brady (Mullahoran), Killian Clarke 
(Shercock), Rory Dunne (Redhills), Feargal Flanagan (Butlersbridge), Conor Moynagh 
(Drumgoon), Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels), Tomas Corr (Denn), James McEnroe (Ramor 
Utd), Dara McVeety (Crosserlough), Gearoid McKiernan (Swanlinbar) (C), Martin Reilly 
(Killygarry), David Givney (Mountnugent), Cian Mackey (Castlerahan), Sean Johnston 
(Cavan Gaels).  
Subs: Eugene Keating (Kilmacud Crokes) for Johnston (59), Ciarán Brady (Arvagh) for K 
Brady (65), Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt Stars) for K Clarke (65), Jack Brady (Ramor Utd) 
for Moynagh (67), Gerard Smith (Lavey) for McEnroe (70). 
 
TYRONE: M O'Neill; A McCrory, R McNamee, C McCarron; T McCann, N Sludden, P 
Harte; C Cavanagh, M Donnelly; C McShane, M Bradley, R Donnelly; C McAliskey, S 
Cavanagh, R O'Neill. 
Subs: R Brennan for Bradley (HT), C Meyler for McShane (42), D McCurry for R Donnelly 
(50), P McNulty for McAliskey (65). 
 
REFEREE: David Gough (Meath). 

Ulster SFC Semi-Final replay Clones 
TYRONE 5-18 CAVAN 2-17 
 
Tyrone were convincing winners of Sunday's Ulster SFC semi-final replay at Clones and 
bagged five goals at Clones to progress to a first provincial decider since 2010.Peter Harte 
scored 2-4, his two goals within a minute of each other in the first half giving Tyrone a 
cushion they were never to relinquish. Subs Mark Bradley and Rory Brennan also found the 
net in the second half while Connor McAlliskey ran 80 metres before drilling the ball past 
Raymond Galligan for his first championship goal.Cavan scored 2-7 in the last 10 minutes 
however, the cushion was too great and Tyrone march on to face Donegal in the Ulster final 
on July 17. Cian Mackey and Jack Brady hit the goals at the end of a disappointing day for 
Cavan, who came into the game with high hopes after scoring 3-7 (to Tyrone's 0-16) in the 
drawn game two weeks ago.Cavan had a good penalty shout turned down in first-half injury-
time when they were trailing by seven points, but there was only one team in it in a second 
half which lacked intensity and atmosphere. In front of 20,223 at St Tiernach's Park, the sides 
were level five times in the opening 19 minutes.David Givney, who'd bagged two goals in the 
drawn game two weeks ago, opened the scoring after winning a ball in the air and there were 
signs that Cavan could find room in the Tyrone defence again. Cathal McShane had a great 
first half for Tyrone and his ninth-minute point levelled things at two points each. 
Tyrone took the lead three times in the next nine minutes through Mattie Donnelly, McShane 
and Connor McAlliskey but each time Cavan hit back through Killian Clarke, Cian Mackey 



and Martin Reilly – all six points from play. Both sides were probing and pushing, without 
committing too many men forward and Tyrone content to concede Cavan's short kickouts 
before trying to dispossess them further up the field. Justin McMahon, one of two late Tyrone 
replacements before the game along with Ronan McNabb, formed a two-man sweeper screen 
with Colm Cavanagh which Cavan were unable to penetrate.At opposite ends Eugene 
Keating, a late change for Seanie Johnston, and Ronan O'Neill struggled for accuracy but the 
game was still coming to the boil nicely. Then it exploded into life with Peter Harte's two 
goals inside a minute. First patient build-up involving Donnelly, Sean Cavanagh and 
McShane, who popped the last pass through to the on running Harte who drilled the ball high 
into the roof of the net after 23 minutes. Before Cavan had time to regroup, the green flag 
was raised again when Tiernan McCann, not known for his finishing, found himself bearing 
down on goal.He should have passed, but was tackled by Raymond Galligan and when the 
ball fell loose, Harte was there to tap it in from close range. Tyrone scored an unanswered 2-3 
inside 14 minutes to take control and they led 2-8 to 0-5 before Gearoid McKiernan ended a 
16-minute scoring drought for Cavan.Tyrone survived a let-off in first-half stoppage time 
when Tomas Corr appeared to be tripped in the square amidst a sea of legs and bodies, but 
David Coldrick waved play on to leave Tyrone with a 2-8 to 0-7 interval lead. 
 
The second half started slowly and once McAlliskey ran 80 yards to nail home Tyrone's third 
goal, the game was over as a contest. Cavan got turned over inside the Tyrone '45' and Sean 
Cavanagh slipped the ball to McAlliskey, who ran the length of the pitch, ignored all options 
and had the confidence to drill the ball low into the net for a spectacular goal. 
There was no way back for Cavan, and it got worse when Rory Brennan scored a fourth 
within 20 seconds of coming on as a sub in the 50th minute after McAlliskey's unselfish pass 
across the square. Cian Mackey tapped home the rebound from Padraig Faulkner's shot in the 
60th minute but it was damage limitation stuff.Bradley tapped home Tyrone's fifth in the 71st 
minute, but Cavan kept going with Gearoid McKiernan points and Jack Brady's goal in the 
sixth minute of injury-time. 
 
Scorers for Tyrone: P Harte 2-4 (1f), C McAlliskey 1-2 (1f), M Bradley 1-1, R Brennan 1-0, 
M Donnelly 0-3, S Cavanagh, C McShane 0-2 each, N Sludden, J Munroe 0-1 each, N 
Morgan 0-1 ('45'). 
 
Scorers for Cavan: G McKiernan 0-7 (4f), C Mackey 1-3, J Brady 1-0, C Moynagh 0-2, F 
Flanagan, K Clarke, M Reilly, D Givney, R Galligan 0-1 ('45'). 
 
CAVAN: Raymond Galligan (Lacken), Killian Brady (Mullahoran), Rory Dunne (Redhills), 
James McEnroe (Ramor Utd), Feargal Flanagan (Butlersbridge), Conor Moynagh 
(Drumgoon), Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels), Tomas Corr (Denn), Killian Clarke (Shercock), 
Dara McVeety (Crosserlough), Gearoid McKiernan (Swanlinbar) (C), Martin Reilly 
(Killygarry), David Givney (Mountnugent), Cian Mackey (Castlerahan), Eugene Keating 
(Kilmacud Crokes). 
 
Subs: Jack Brady (Ramor Utd) for Givney (26), Jason McLoughlin (Shannon Gaels) for 
McEnroe (34), Ciarán Brady (Arvagh) for K Brady (52), Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt Stars) 
for Murray (57), Michael Argue (Bailieborough) for M Reilly (61), Gerard Smith (Lavey) for 



McVeety (65). 
 
TYRONE: N Morgan; A McCrory, R McNamee, C McCarron; T McCann, J McMahon, R 
McNabb; C Cavanagh, M Donnelly; C McShane, N Sludden, PHarte; C McAliskey, S 
Cavanagh, R O'Neill.  
 
Subs: R Brennan for McNabb (49), D McCurry for C Cavanagh (55), J Munroe for McShane 
(55), M Bradley for O'Neill (55), P Hampsey for McNamee (61), B Tierney for Sludden (67). 
 
REFEREE: David Coldrick (Meath). 
 

All-Ireland SFC Qualifiers, Round 2A 
Cavan 2-13 Carlow 0-12 
Kingspan Breffni Park, Cavan. 
 
Hosts Cavan bounced back from their heavy defeat by Tyrone last time out to take their place 
in Monday’s draw for round three of the All-Ireland SFC Qualifiers.Cavan played the final 
21 minutes of the game without the dismissed Dara McVeety but still managed to match their 
gutsy but limited opponents score-for-score for the remainder of the tie.The Ulstermen led 
from gun to tape but despite dominating large tracts of the game didn't put the issue to bed 
before it had run its due course.Ultimately the age-old cliché of ‘goals winning matches’ 
came close to being a truism with the blues’ success in bagging a goal either side of the 
interval pivotal in catapulting Carlow out of this year’s SFC.Cavan opened in turbo-charged 
mode and quickly went 1-1 to no-score in front thanks, in the main, to a flicked goal from 
Eugene Keating after Cian Mackey’s shot dropped invitingly on the edge of the small square.  
It was the visitors, however, who impressed the most in the opening 20 minutes. For all that, 
Carlow struggled to convert their hard-won possession into scores, faced as they were by the 
twin vagaries of a contrary wind and the infamous Cavan blanket defensive set-up.In perfect 
conditions, a pair of howitzer points rained in from full-back Daniel St. Ledger to aid 
Carlow’s cause, but Cavan’s executioner-in-chief Gearoid McKiernan countered with a brace 
and turned provider for Killian Clarke to ease the raging hot match favourites into a 1-6 to 0-
5 cushioned interval lead.Carlow were far too reliant on their free-takers for their own good 
and they weren’t helped by the black carding of their go-to man Darragh Foley in the 44th 
minute by which stage they were chasing a 0-7 to 1-8 deficit.In contrast, Cavan carved out 
several half-chances to consolidate their first half major and they did so in the 51st minute 
when McVeety and Jack Brady combined to leave Mackey with a virtual tap-in. 
Carlow were laboured in their efforts thereafter to cash in on McVeety’s dismissal (53) but 
they never looked like getting a sniff of a goal. 
 
Scorers for Cavan: G McKiernan (0-5, 1f); E Keating (1-1); C Mackey (1-1); S Johnston (0-
3, 3f); D McVeety (0-1); T Corr (0-1); T Hayes (0-1). 
 
Scorers for Carlow: D St. Ledger (0-5,4f, ‘45); D Foley (0-2, 2f); E Ruth (0-1); D O’Brien (0-
1); C Blake (0-1, 1f); J Murphy (0-1); A Kelly (0-1). 
 



CAVAN: Raymond Galligan (Lacken), Killian Brady (Mullahoran), Rory Dunne (Redhills), 
Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt Stars), Feargal Flanagan (Butlersbridge), Conor Moynagh 
(Drumgoon), Ciarán Brady (Arvagh), Tomas Corr (Denn), Liam Buchanan (Ballymachugh), 
Dara McVeety (Crosserlough), Gearoid McKiernan (Swanlinbar) (C), Killian Clarke 
(Shercock), Cian Mackey (Castlerahan), Eugene Keating (Kilmacud Crokes), Sean Johnston 
(Cavan Gaels). 
 
Subs: Martin Reilly (Killygarry) for L Buchanan (22); Jack Brady (Ramor Utd) for K Brady 
(h-t);  Gerard Smith (Lavey) for M Reilly (40); Tom Hayes (Cootehill Celtic) for E Keating 
(BC, 52); Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels) for C Brady (60). 
 
CARLOW: R Molloy: B J Molloy, D St Ledger, K Nolan; G Kelly, J Murphy, B Kavanagh; 
E Ruth, S Gannon; A Kelly, D O’Brien, H Gahan; C Blake, D Foley, D Smithers.  
 
Subs: D Walshe for D Smithers (42); D Lunney for D Foley (B.C, 45); D Moran for D 
O’Brien (60); P O’Halloran for C Blake (66); B Cawley for K Nolan (69); C Bailey for E 
Ruth (74). 
 

Referee: F Kelly (Longford) 

All Ireland Football Qualifier Round 3A 
Cavan 0-18     Derry 1-17 
Kingspan Breffni Park 

 

 
 

Derry fought back to beat 14-man Cavan 1-17 to 0-18 at Kingspan Breffni Park on Staurday 
evening. 
Damien Barton’s men trailed for an hour but finished strongly with Feargal Flanagan's red 
card towards the end of the first half proving costly for Cavan in the closing stages. 

http://www.irishnews.com/sport/gaafootball/2016/07/16/news/live-blog-cavan-v-derry-sfc-qualifier-604897/


Cavan led for the majority of the first-half, taking a 0-11 to 1-04 lead into the interval. 
Gearoid McKiernan scored four first-half points with five of Cavan’s forwards getting on the 
score sheet in that opening period. 
A 10th minute goal from the first of Emmett McGuckin kept Derry in the game. 
James Kielt hit Derry's opening point but was black carded in the 23rd minute for a tangle 
with Conor Moynagh. 
Cavan lost wing-back Flanagan in first-half injury-time for an off the ball incident   
It was a timely boost for Derry who restarted with points from Conor McAtamney and Lynch 
to halve their deficit. 
Cavan restored their three-point lead by the 58th minute and had that opportunity to move 
four clear but wasted it and Derry made them pay with a strong finish to move within 
touching distance of the All-Ireland quarter-finals. 
  
Scorers for Cavan: G McKiernan (0-4, 3f), D McVeety (0-3), R Galligan (0-3f), M Reilly (0-2), C 
Moynagh, M Argue, C Mackey, J Brady, G Smith (0-1 each), S Johnston (0-1f). 
  
CAVAN: Raymond Galligan (Lacken); Padraig Faulkner (Kingscourt), Rory Dunne (Redhills), 
Killian Brady (Mullahoran); Feargal Flanagan (Butlersbridge), Conor Moynagh (Drumgoon), 
Killian Clarke (Shercock); Tomas Corr (Denn), Gearoid McKiernan (Swanlinbar); Dara 
McVeety (Crosserlough), Michael Argue (Bailieborough), Martin Reilly (Killygarry); Cian 
Mackey (Castlerahan), Sean Johnston (Cavan Gaels), Jack Brady (Ramor Utd). 
 
Subs: Niall Murray (Cavan Gaels) for Argue, Ciaran Brady (Arvagh) for Faulkner, Jason 
McLoughlin (Shannon Gaels) for K Brady, Tom Hayes (Cootehill Celtic) for Johnston, Gerard 
Smith (Lavey) for Corr, Liam Buchanan (Ballymachugh) for Mackey. 
  
DERRY: T Mallon; K McKaigue, G McKinless, C McKaigue; C Mullan, B Rogers, C McFaul; C 
McAtamney (0-01), N Holly; D Heavron (0-1), E Brown, C Bradley (0-01); J Kielt (0-01), E 
McGuckin (1-01), M Lynch (0-07, 0-04f). 
 
Subs: E Lynn (0-01) for Kielt BC, N Loughlin (0-01, 0-01 45) for Brown, N Toner (0-03) for C 
Bradley, E Bradley for McAtamney, L McGoldrick for Rogers, N Forrester for McFaul. 
 
Referee: E Kinsella (Laois). 

This ended Cavan's campaign in the 2016 championship. 

It was a disappointing end to the year ,a year that promised so much after our promotion. I 
want to thank all the management team for their effort, commitment, time and workload. 
They left no stone unturned for the best interest of Cavan Football. 

As mentioned previously I thank Terry Hyland most sincerely for his contribution to the 
cause. Thanks also to Pauric Dolan, Kevin Downes for their work with the team. 

We had a number of people who were in the backroom team namely Eoin Maguire  ,Jimmy 
Higgins, Martin Mc Govern, Dr.Philip Caralon, Simon Gaffney, Ollie Martin and Brian 



Henry and these men are now part of this year's backroom team. We wish them well and 
thank them for the huge amount of time they give to Cavan Football. 

I thank Martin Regan and Declan Coyle who we also part of the team and I wish them well in 
the future. 

Thanks to all the other people involved in the set-up from businesses who supplied products 
free of charge , to caterers , bus drivers etc. 

I want to thank our loyal supporters who have comeback in large numbers this year and i 
hope this trend continues in 2017. 

 

 

Cavan Minors 2016  

Our County minor Football team suffered a first round defeat to Armagh in Kingspan Breffni Park. 

Electric Ireland Ulster Minor Football Championship Quarter-Final. 

Cavan 1-12 Armagh 2-14 

29th May Kingspan Breffni Park. 

 

Armagh minors produced a fine performance on Sunday to overcome a decent Cavan side 
and book a spot in the Ulster semi-final. The game, which was played in the sweltering heat 
at Kingspan Breffni Park, saw Armagh run out 2-14 to 1-12 winners. 



Armagh showed their intent from the throw in as they raced into a 1-2 to 0-0 lead with Jason 
Duffy hitting the scores either side of a Rian O’Neill three pointer.  In defence, good blocks 
from Ryan Owens and Barry McCambridge spurned Cavan goal efforts before the home side 
finally got off the mark after ten minutes. Rian O’Neill was on hand again to push Armagh 
further ahead from the dead ball, but Cavan began to get a grip on the game and pulled a 
couple back through Thomas Donohue and Stephen Smith. Scores were traded with Rian 
O’Neill converting a free after he was fouled and Conor Brady hitting one from play. With 25 
minutes on the clock, Armagh had a chance on goal denied by a super block from Brady who 
reacted quickly to an effort from Declan Loye after an O’Neill attempt on goal fell 
favourably to the Mullaghbane man. O’Neill converted the resultant 45 before Cavan got to 
within two with half time approaching. The Orchard side however, finished the half strongly 
with scores for Jason Duffy and a sweetly struck Rian O’Neill free kick leaving the half time 
score Ard Mhacha 1-7 An Cabhán 0-6. 

Cavan got the second half scoring underway with an effort from Conor Smith, but it wasn’t 
too long before the impressive Rian O’Neill was back on the scoresheet. Eamon McCabe, 
who had just arrived into the game having replaced Conor O’Neill, added a point, but the 
home side ensured that the second half would not be one way traffic. James Smith was the 
first to get up to a high ball in on top of Armagh keeper Michael Nugent as he palmed to the 
net. Patrick O’Reilly also popped up to hit a score and bring Cavan to within a single point of 
the Orchard county.  The home support felt aggrieved that what seemed a legitimate goal 
fisted to the net by Stephen Smith was disallowed by the referee.   

Points were traded and as the game neared its climax, Armagh finished in style with Callum 
O’Neill slotting home the second three pointer for the Orchard to secure the win on a 
scoreline of Ard Mhacha 2-14 An Cabhán 1-12. 

Scorers for Cavan: Conor Smith (0-5f), James Smith (1-0), Ryan O’Neill (0-2), Patrick 
O’Reilly, Conor Brady, Stephen Smith, Thomas Edward Donohoe, Gavin Smith (0-1 each). 

CAVAN: Keith Fitzsimons (Castlerahan), Patrick O’Reilly (Crosserlough), Paddy Meade 
(Kingscourt), Matthew Magee (Ramor Utd), Darragh Kennedy (Killygarry), Luke Fortune 
(Cavan Gaels), Philip Rogers (Knockbride), Conor Brady (Gowna), Jordan McCabe 
(Knockbride), Stephen Smith (Crosserlough), Thomas Edward Donohoe (Denn), Ryan 
O’Neill (Kildallan), Ruairi Curran (Swanlinbar), Conor Smith (Killygarry), Eoghan Cooney 
(Laragh Utd). 

Subs: James Smith (Crosserlough) for Cooney, Gavin Smith (Ballinagh) for Curran, Conor 
Rehill (Crosserlough) for McCabe, Cian Madden (Gowna) for S Smith, Oisin Pierson 
(Gowna) for O’Neill and Callum Mussi (Mullahoran) for P O’Reilly. 

ARMAGH: Michael Nugent, James McAlinden, Barry McCambridge, Declan Loye, Cathair 
McGeary, Conor O’Neill, Ryan Owens, Callum O’Neill 1-0, Eoghan McDonnell, Ross 
McQuillan 0-3, Rian O’Neill 1-5 (0-4f, 0-1 45), Conor McConville, Jason Duffy 0-4, Shea 
Loye, Ryan McSherry. 
Subs: Matthew Girvan, Eamon McCabe 0-1, Kevin McAlinden 0-1, Sean McAlinden 



Thanks to all involved with the County Minor Team in 2016. Danny Brady, Larry Reilly, Eamon Brady, 

Andy McGovern, Sean Og Brady, Keith Greene, Angela Hamilton, Philip McDonald and Brian Gaffney. 

Danny and his Management Team stood down from the position at the end of the 2016 Ulster 

Championship campaign. We wish John Brady and his management team all the best in 2017. 

Ulster Minor Football League Reports 2016 
Round 1:  Cavan 0-7  Armagh 2-11 

19-03-16 Crosskeys 
 

 
Cavan hosted Armagh in round 1 of this year’s Ulster Minor league in Crosskeys on Saturday 
last. Conditions were very good for football but very cold for spectators. Armagh got off to 
the perfect start with a point from the throw in through wing forward Ross McQuillan. Cavan 
responded with two points in the space of a minute through Bernard Gaffney and a Stephen 
Smith free. Rian O’Neill levelled the sides with a free on the fifth minute as Cavan looked to 
be gaining control. The Cavan full back line were winning a lot of ball out in front and setting 
up attacks from deep inside their own half. Eoghan Cooney at corner forward was winning 
lots of ball and his speed had Armagh on the back foot. As Cavan stepped up a gear Armagh 
began to foul and Stephen Smith after 11 minutes gave the home side a two point lead with a 
free on either. Cooney then created three scoring chances for himself but unfortunately only 
managed to take one of them to leave the score Cavan 0-5 Armagh 0-2 after 15 minutes. In a 
ten minute spell of Cavan control that saw more wide’s than scores Armagh centre back 
Conor O’Neill hit a point in their single attack. The first goal of the game came from a 
sweeping Armagh attack full of running and quick hand and was finished by Eoghan 
McDonnell. Armagh were now in control and taking full advantage. Man of the match Rian 
O’Niell sent over a free and followed it with Armagh’s second goal on the 24th minute to 
leave the score 2-4 to 0-5. Cavan responded with a fine point from Stephen Smith but it was 
cancelled out but another Rian O’Neill score. Stephen Smith had two frees in the final 
minutes of the first half but only converted one as Armagh finished the stronger with a point 
from Jason Duffy. Half time score Cavan 0-7 Armagh 2-5. Cavan introduced Paddy Meade 
and Ruairi Curran for Keith Fitzsimons and Shane Hamilton at the start of the second half. 
Armagh started the second half a gear or two above Cavan, scoring five points in the opening 
ten minutes. Rian O’Neill hitting two with Ruairi O’Neill, Callum O’Neill and Ross 
McQuilian each hitting one. The next fifteen minutes could only be described as scrappy. 
Armagh while enjoying the lions share of the ball were very wasteful in attack and when 
Cavan did get on ball they were unable to create scoring chances. Cavan’s lack of scoring 
forwards was highlighted by the lack of a single score in the second half. Rian O’Neill sent 
over a free in the 25th minute which was the only score of the closing 24 minutes to leave the 
score Cavan 0-7 Armagh 2-11.  

 



CAVAN: Anthony Smith (Crosserlough), Eoin Smith (Crosserlough), Callum Mussi 
(Mullahoran), David Rodgers (Knockbride), Conor O’Reilly (Denn), Keith Fitzsimons 
(Castlerahan), Colm O’Reilly (Mullahoran), Bernard Gaffney (0-1) (Denn), Jordan McCabe 
(Knockbride), Stephen Smith (0-5, 4f) (Crosserlough), Conor Rehill (Crosserlough), Daragh 
Kennedy (killygarry), Shane Hamilton (Arvagh), Robert McCabe (Mountnugent), Eoghan 
Cooney (0-1) (Laragh Utd).  

 

Subs Used: Paddy Meade (Kingscourt), Gavin Daly (Castlerahan), Ruairi Curran 
(Swanlinbar).  

 

ARMAGH: Michael Nugent, James McAlinden, Barry McCambridge, Jack Haddock, Cathair 
McGeary, Conor O’Neill, Ruairi O’Neill (0-1), Callum O’Neill (0-1), Jason Duffy (0-1), 
Conor McConville, Rian O’Neill (1-5,4f) Ross McQuillan (0-2), Aodhan McConville, 
Eoghan McDonnell, Leo Monteiro.  

Subs used: Conor Turbitt, Kevin McAlinden, Matthew McCreesh (1-0), Rioghan Meehan.  

 
 

Round 2: Down 4-6  Cavan 0-10 

26-03-16 Clonduff 
 
Cavan Minors and U17s travelled to Clonduff for round 2 of the Ulster League and similar to 
round 1 came up short in the minor tie.  Goals proved decisive for the home side.  Weather 
conditions were poor with a strong wind blowing straight up the field.  Eoghan Cooney open 
the scoring with a point but a minute later Down responded with a goal from Declan Trainor, 
easily getting through the Cavan defence leaving Keith Fitzsimons with no chance in the 
Cavan nets.  With the aid of the wind Cavan responded well with scores from Eoghan 
Cooney, Patrick O’Reilly, Stephen Smith (f) and Cian Madden to leave it 1-2 to 0-5 after 20 
minutes.Against the wind, Down found it difficult to get scores.  However, on the 28th minute 
Jason Sloan slotted home Down’s 2nd goal. A decisive score against the wind.  Again, the 
Cavan lads responded well with a superb long range score from the boot of Conor Rehill and 
a Stephen Smith free to go in level at the break 2-2 to 0-8.In the second half (as Down in the 
first) the Cavan lads found scores difficult to come by against the wind. Down opened their 
second half tally through Shay Murdock who followed it with a goal on nine minutes to put 
his side 5 up, 3-5 to 0-9, the Cavan score coming from Eoghan Cooney.  Liam Kerr tagged on 
2 for Down quickly followed by their fourth goal to put the result beyond doubt.  The game at 
this point was becoming quite physical and a fracas resulted in two Cavan players seeing red 
cards.  Cavan’s other score came from a Cian Madden free. 
 
 
CAVAN: Keith Fitzsimons (Castlerahan), Callum Mussi (Mullahoran), Patrick Meade 
(Kingscourt Stars), Matthew Magee (Ramor Utd), Conor O’Reilly (Denn), Patrick O’Reilly 
(Crosserlough), Conor Rehill (Crosserlough) (0-1), Bernard Gaffney (Denn), Jordan McCabe 
(Knockbride), Stephen Smith (Crosserlough) (0-2), Shane Hamilton (Arvagh), Robert 



McCabe (Mountnugent), Cian Madden (Gowna) (0-2), Tiarnan Reilly (Drung), Eoghan 
Cooney (Laragh Utd) (0-5). 
 
Subs Used: Paul Smith (Laragh Utd), Philip Rogers (Knockbride), Conor Smith (Killygarry), 
Colm O’Reilly (Mullahoran), Ruairi Curran (Swanlinbar). 
 
DOWN: D Ross, F McIllroy, P Laverty, L Rodgers, D Trainor, J Connery, D McClements, O 
McConvey, E McCabe, J Sloane, S Murdock, R Fegan, C McCrickard, R Beattie, L Kerr. 
 

 
Round 3: Monaghan 1-18  Cavan 2-12 

02-04-16 Clones 
 

 
Cavan minors will play in the Ulster shield semi-final on Saturday week having finished 
bottom of their group without picking up a single victory. Monaghan who went into 
Saturdays game in Clones having beaten Armagh and Down in their opening two games were 
always going to be tough opposition. The Cavan defence found it hard to handle corner 
forward David Gartland or centre forward Michael Bannigan. Between the two they 
accounted for 1-15 of Monaghan’s 1-18 total. Monaghan started the game at a different pace 
to Cavan and opened up a three point lead after six minutes thanks to three frees by David 
Gartland. Tiarnan Reilly opened Cavan’s scoring with a point only to be cancelled out by 
another Gartland free. Cavan were dealt a blow when Lee Reilly received what looked a 
harsh black card and he was replaced by Ruairi Curran. Oisin Pierson reduced the gap to two 
points before Cavan grabbed a goal to take the lead. Conor Brady made a powerful run at 
goal coming in from the left side of the field and let off a rocket of a shot to the back of the 
net. Monaghan responded within 60 seconds to level the game again through Gartland before 
Cavan created another goal chance. Ruairi Curran’s shot on goal rebounded back into the 
hands of Pierson who sensibly took his point from a crowded area. The game was frantic for 
a five minute spell as both teams pushed hard for scores. Monaghan’s danger men Bannigan 
and Gartland combined brilliantly to hit and maximum to put Monaghan back into a lead they 
would hold onto till the end. Cavan introduced Finbarr McAvenie to their defence between a 
pair of Oisin Pierson frees while Monaghan added a point through Michael Bannigan. Cavan 
appeared to be conceding the Monaghan kickouts and were finding it difficult to win their 
own which translated into a lot of possession for Monaghan which they took advantage of 
with three unanswered points before the break through Gartland, Frank Connolly and Conor 
Leonard. Half time score Cavan 1-5 Monaghan 1-10. Cavan introduced Conor O’Reilly and 
Stephen Smith at the break for David Rogers and Tiarnan Reilly. Oisin Pierson opened 
Cavan’s scoring with a left footed free but Ryan O’Connor cancelled that out and Monaghan 
extended their lead to seven with two more points in 60 seconds from Michael Bannigan. At 
this stage it looked like Monaghan were going to run away with it but Cavan to their credit 



fought back. Gavin Daly emerged from the full back line to raise a white flag and it was 
followed a minute later by an Eoghan Cooney goal after some great work by Oisin Pierson to 
leave just three between the sides with 19 minutes remaining. Cavan in their attempt to gain 
parity pushed forward and when Monaghan broke down the Cavan attack Garland and 
Bannigan were always an immediate danger. Cavan defenders conceded three frees which 
were converted by Monaghan’s dynamic duo, Garland (2) and Bannigan. Monaghan centre 
back Frank Connolly had to settle for a point after Gary O’Rourke pulled of a great save to 
keep Cavan hopes alive. Cavan introduced Thomas Edward Donohoe for his first action of 
the Ulster minor league and the Denn man sent over a point to cancel out another Bannigan 
free. With seven minutes remaining again found themselves down by seven. Philip Rogers 
came from centre back to reduce the arrears as Cavan began to grow in confidence in their 
attack. Colm O’Reilly was introduced by Cavan before Conor Smith reduced the gap to five. 
Two frees converted by Oisin Pierson on the 29th and 30th minutes left just three between the 
sides as the game entered injury time. Cavan with possession pushed for a goal and where 
very unlucky not to be awarded a penalty as Conor Smiths shot on goal appeared to be block 
illegally by the foot of a Monaghan defender.  

 

CAVAN: Gary O’Rourke (Ballyhaise), Gavin Daly (Castlerahan), Patrick Meade (Kingscourt 
Stars), Matthew Magee (Ramor Utd), David Rogers (Knockbride), Philip Rogers 
(Knockbride), Gavin Smith (Ballinagh), Conor Brady (Gowna), James Smith (Crosserlough), 
Danny Cusack (Lavey), Eoghan Cooney (Laragh Utd), Lee Reilly (Laragh Utd), Oisin 
Pierson (Gowna), Tiarnan Reilly (Drung), Conor Smith (Killygarry).  

Subs: Colm O’Reilly (Mullahoran), Thomas Edward Donohoe (Denn), Stephen Smith 
(Crosserlough), Conor O’Reilly (Denn), Ruairi Curran (Swanlinbar), Finbarr McAvenie 
(Arvagh).  

 

MONAGHAN: Jack Kirk, Padraig Meehan, Owen Quinn, Josh Walsh, Conor Doyle, Frank 
Connolly, Fergal Hanratty, Padraig Finnan, Ciaran Burns, Ryan O’Connor, Michael 
Bannigan, Conor Leonard, David Gartland, Sean Burns.   

Subs used: Jamie McKenna, Kalum McKenna, Dean O’Donnell, Fabian Beggan.  

 

 

Cavan were beaten by Derry in the Ulster League Shield semi final.3-10 to 2-5. 

 

 

 



Jim McGuigan Ulster U17 Football League Reports 
 

Round 1:  Cavan 3-19  Armagh 0-3 

19-03-16 Crosskeys 
 
After the minors lost out to Armagh the Cavan U-17’s gained revenge with a 26 point 
victory. In a first half display that saw Cavan hit the net three times and create no less than 
four more goal chances the home side played an exciting attacking brand of football. The first 
goal came in the 13th minute as the Cavan defence turned over the ball on an Armagh attack. 
No sooner had they got the ball but they were breaking out at speed and within a matter of 
seconds Oisin Pierson had the ball in the back of the net thanks to a wonderful team move. 
That left Cavan 1-4 to 0-1 up. Cavan didn’t wait too long for the next goal as another Pierson 
shot came off the post and was finished to the net by Michael Brady. Another Cavan goal 
came when Coan Madden was quickest to react as Danny Cusacks shot was saved and he 
raised the green flag to leave Cavan leading 3-6 to 0-2. Cavan registered seven different 
scores in the opening half with Danny Cusack, Tiarnan Reilly, Cian Madden, Pauric O’ 
Reilly and Lee Reilly all contributing points. James Smith and Danny Cusack controlled the 
middle of the park and the Cavan full forward line were linking extremely well. Half time 
score Cavan 3-8 Armagh 0-2. Cavan scoring 11 times in the first half was impressive but they 
showed a real ruthless streak by adding 12 points in the second half. The intensity of this 
young Cavan side never let up and they showed that they still had plenty of talent on the 
bench as three of the five subs introduced got on the score board. Ben Brunton, Cormac Wall 
and John Joe Collins each landing a point from play. The Gowna pairing of Oisin Pierson and 
Cian Madden accounted for eight of Cavan’s second half tally with five and three points 
respectively. Cavan created 38 scoring chances and converted 23 of them over the hour 
which demonstrates how attack minded they were. Final score Cavan 3-19 Armagh 0-3. 
Cavan face Down away next Saturday who lost their opening game to Monaghan by two 
points.  

 

CAVAN: Gary O’Rourke (Ballyhaise), Kevin Hendrick (Munterconnaught), Ryan Coyle 
(Lacken), Killian Murray (Belturbet), Ryan Madden (Gowna), Evaan Fortune (Cavan Gaels), 
Pauric O’Reilly (0-1) (Laragh Utd), Danny Cusack (0-2) (Lavey), James Smith 
(Crosserlough), Cian Madden (1-4,1f) (Gowna), Paul Smith (Laragh Utd), Michael Brady (1-
0) (Ballyhaise), Oisin Pierson (1-5, 4f) (Gowna), Tiarnan Reilly (0-3) (Drung), Lee Reilly (0-
1) (Laragh Utd).  

Subs used: Cormac Wall (0-1) (Ballyhaise), Ciaran Cosgrove (Cornafean), Ben Brunton (0-1) 
(Mountnugent), John Joe Collins (0-1) (Belturbet).  

 
 



Round 2: Down 3-6  Cavan 0-17 

26-03-16 Clonduff, Co. Down. 
 
The U17s made it two wins from two with a superb second half comeback in Clonduff on 
Saturday afternoon.  As in the minor game the teams playing against the strong wind found 
scores difficult to come by.Down, having the wind in the first half raced into a 2-3 to 0-1 lead 
after 15 minutes. The visitors grew into the game and defended well in particular for the 
remainder of the half.  Michael Brady kicked a rare Cavan score with a free before Down got 
their third goal. Half time score 3-3 to 0-2.With the wind on their backs the Cavan lads went 
about closing the gap in the second half and they did it in style.  As the half wore on, they 
grew in confidence and dominated most of the exchanges, with some of the score taking of 
the highest order with Oisin Pierson in particular impressing. Down managed to add three 
points in the second to Cavan’s 0-15.  Ben Brunton started the comeback quickly followed by 
a superb long range effort by Rory Farrell.  Oisin Pierson added three on the trot.  Ryan 
Coyle got his name on the scoresheet when his kick from the 45m line bounced over the 
Down crossbar.  Michael Brady who was flawless on frees in the second half added three 
before getting one from play.  Substitutes, Daniel Sweeney added another before Lee Reilly 
drew the sides level for the second time.  With 63 minutes played a draw looked likely but 
Michael Brady and Oisin Pierson had the final say to leave the Cavan lads travelling home 
with a two pont victory. 
 
 
CAVAN: Conor O’Reilly (Kill Shamrocks), Kevin Hendrick (Munterconnaught), Evaan 
Fortune (Cavan Gaels), Killian Murray (Belturbet), Ryan Madden (Gowna), Ryan Coyle 
(Lacken) (0-1f), uric O’Reilly (Laragh Utd), James Smith (Crosserlough), Michael Brady 
(Ballyhaise) (0-5, 4f), Rory Farrell (Bailieborough) (0-2), Niall McCabe (Knockbride), Ben 
Brunton (Mountnugent) (0-1), Oisin Pierson (Gowna) (0-6), Cormac Wall (Ballyhaise), 
Tristan Lynch (Lacken). 
 
Subs Used: Danny Cusack (Lavey), Lee Reilly (Laragh Utd) (0-1), Daniel Sweeney 
(Killinkere) (0-1), Daniel Walsh (Killygarry), John Joe Collins (Belturbet), Eoghan Donohoe 
(Cuchulainns). 
 
DOWN: J McCrissican, C Fitzsimmons, L Rafferty, B McKey, C Gorman, K O’Higgins, J 
McConnell, L Middleton, D McAvoy, C McAnulty, S Lyttle, L O’Keefe, E Carville, J 
Boden, B Campbell. 
 
 
 
 

Round 3: Monaghan 5-15  Cavan 1-6 

2nd April, Clones. 
 

Cavan suffered a heavy defeat in round 3 of the Jim McGuigan Ulster U17 football league, to 
a strong Monaghan team on Saturday afternoon in Clones.  The two previous wins and better 
scoring difference than either Armagh or Down should be enough to finish second in the 
grouo and qualify for the semi final.Monaghan dominated most sectors throughout and 



always looked in control.  Oran McElligot bagged 2 goals for the hosts in the first ten minutes 
with Michael O’Brien netting their third on the stroke of half time to leave an interval score 
of 3-8 to 1-3 in favour of Monaghan.   The Cavan scores came from Tristan Lynch (1-1), 
Michael Brady (f) and Cian Madden (f).The trend continued in the second half with 
Monaghan bagging two more goals, one from the penalty spot and O McElligot getting his 
hattrick for the day.  Cavans points all came from the boot of Cian Madden by the 17th 
minute.  Monaghan would tag on another four for theremainder of the half with Cormac 
O’Connor getting three. Final score Monaghan 5-15, Cavan 1-6. 

CAVAN: Conor O’Reilly (Kill Shamrocks), Kevin Hendrick (Munterconnaught), Evaan 
Fortune (Cavan Gaels), Killian Murray (Belturbet), Mikie Cully (Arvagh), Ryan Madden 
(Gowna), Sean Cadden (Mullahoran), Eoghan Donoghue (Cuchulainns), Michael Brady 
(Ballyhaise) (0-1f), John Joe Collins (Belturbet), Niall McCabe (Knockbride), Daniel 
Sweeney (Killinkere), Paul Smith (Laragh Utd), Lee Reilly (Laragh Utd), Tristan Lynch 
(Lacken) (1-1). 

Subs Used: Cian Madden (Gowna) (0-4, 3f), Ben Brunton (Mountnugent), Ryan Coyle 
(Lacken), Dara Brady (Killygarry), Cormac Wall (Ballyhaise), Liam Maguire (Ramor Utd) 
 
MONAGHAN: R McAree, M Ward, C Blanche, T Croakin, J Shields,S Kindon, C McCabe, 
D Connolly, H McGinn, C McCarney, A Mohan (0-2), E Walsh (0-1f), C O’Connor (0-8, 5f), 
M O’Brien (1-0), O McElligot (4-4, 1f). 
 
Subs used: T Monaghan, O Gleeson, P Monaghan, S Irwin, F Callaghan, R King. 

Minor Hurling 2016 

Cavan 1-10 Tyrone 3-16 
 
Cavan missed out on sealing a place in this year’s Ulster Minor Hurling C ‘Shield’ decider 
after a much too fitful display at the 3G facility at Kingspan/Breffni Park. 
With the wind at their backs in the first half, Tyrone raced into a 0-6 to 0-0 lead with 
Tyrone’s more direct play reaping a decent dividend. Cavan were laboured in the last third of 
the field but Cormac Wall (free) opened their account in the 16th minute. Seasoned 
campaigner Josh Ferguson was the visitors’ playmaker-in-chief but thanks to fine defensive 
displays by 'keeper Clerkin and defenders Conor Reilly (St. Felims), Peter Galligan and Gary 
O'Rourke plus attacker Diarmaid Carney, Cavan bravely kept in the hunt.The writing was on 
the wall though for Cavan when Piaras McErlean banged home a goal in the 26th minute 
before Ferguson’s speculative delivery went all the way to the net six minutes later.Trailing 
by 0-5 to 2-8 on the restart, Cavan rolled up their sleeves and a James McKay goal  (49) cut 
the hosts’ deficit to a more manageable 1-9 to 2-14.The lights remained stuck on green 
though for the O’Neill county and a well-taken goal by Michael Murray just shy of the end of 
normal time served to close the door firmly shut on Cavan's hopes of a Lazarus-like 
comeback. 
 
Cavan: Niall Clerkin; Conor Reilly, Conor O’ Reilly, Gary O’Rourke; Mark Moffett, Oisin 
McDonald, Peter Galligan; Shane Finnegan, Shane Clerkin; Rory Farrell (0-1), Aodhagan 



Halton (0-1) , Peter Devine; Diarmaid Carney (0-6, 2f), Cormac Wall (0-2, 2f) , Craig 
Donegan. 
Subs; J McKay (1-0) for C Wall (inj); Pauric Jackson for O McDonald; Killian Watters for A 
Halton;  
 
Tyrone: Òran McKIernan; Adam Willoughby, Jarlath Kerr, Matty McCallan; Michael 
Gormley, Lorcan Devlin, Ciaran Lagan;     Loughran O Donnghaile (0-2), Jack Campbell; 
Conor McGettigan (0-2), Josh Ferguson (1-5, 2f), Piaras McErlean (1-3); Michael Murray (1-
1), Oran McKee (0-1), Liam Flanagan (0-2). 
Subs; Ryan McCaul for A Willoughby; Mark Corry for L Flanagan.   
 
Ref; Fintan Finnegan (Monaghan) 

Monaghan Minors master Cavan hurlers 
 
Monaghan 2-12     Cavan 0-11 
 
Cavan just came up short in this competitive Ulster MHL Division 2 final against Monaghan 
at Drumhowan. Cavan couldn’t be faulted for effort, courage and will-to-win but, fatally, 
against confident opponents, the Breffni boys contributed to their own downfall by recording 
double Monaghan’s tally (seven) of wides over the hour and going down to 14 players with 
almost 10 minutes left to play in the second half.The signs were ominous for Cavan early on 
with a goal from the impressive Aidan Burns after 19 minutes helping to steer Monaghan into 
a decisive 1-3 to 0-1 lead.Burns, aided by team-mates Cathal Power, Luke McKenna and 
Nathan O’Donoghue were to play forceful roles in Monaghan’s capacity to engineer and 
convert the major percentage of their scores.In contrast, Cavan couldn’t hatch anything like 
the attacking options boasted by Monaghan with only Adam Crowe and Cormac Wall 
carrying a consistent threat close to the hosts’ goal.In fairness, Cavan were dealt the first of 
two significant blows when eager-beaver, ball-winner, Rory Farrell was forced to retire 
injured in the 23rd minute. Farrell’s absence meant that Diarmaid Carney was asked to shore 
up things in the middle third of the field, thus diluting the pressure that might have been 
exerted on Monaghan’s full-forward line.For all that, Monaghan always looked like they had 
things in hand. They were more mobile, seemed to have more time on the ball and they had 
artillery in the last third that Cavan’s couldn’t match or indeed muffle.Apart from the killer 
wides’ tally, Cavan also shot themselves in the foot when they had their captain and top 
scorer Cormac Wall dismissed in the 52nd minute.Fact is though, Monaghan were ahead by 
2-10 to 0-9 at that juncture and appeared to have another gear in them had the need been there 
to engage it in the perfect conditions at the resplendent mid-county venue.Monaghan’s 
purposeful start gave them an early cushioned lead that was never seriously threatened 
thereafter although their 1-6 to 0-6 interval lead was far from marble-solid.That solidity was 
underpinned though less than one minute after the restart when good work by Luke McKenna 
saw Pádraig McGahon ghost in at the far post and bat the ball head high from point-blank 
range past Cavan ‘keeper Clerkin.By the 33rd minute, Monaghan were on the cusp of Easy 
Street, leading by 2-7 to 0-6 and growing in confidence all the time.In truth that ring of 



confidence never came close to being broken despite Wall and Crowe chipping away at the 
edges of Monaghan’s lead.A double from Crowe made it 0-9 to 2-9 in the 49th minute but 
that was as close as the visitors would get to de-railing Monaghan’s surge to the chequered 
flag.  

CAVAN: Niall Clerkin (Cootehill), Conor O’Reilly (Cootehill), Conor O’Reilly (St. 
Feilims), Oisin McDonald (Cootehill), Mark Moffett (Cootehill), Niall Fitzpatrick 
(Cootehill), Peter Galligan (St Feilims), Shane Finnegan (St Feilims) (0-1), Shane Clerkin 
(Cootehill), Rory Farrell (Esat Cavan Gaels), Cormac Wall (Cootehill) (0-5, 3f), Jack Barry 
(East Cavan Gaels), Diarmaid Carney (Cootehill)(0-1), Adam Crowe (Cootehill)(0-4), Peter 
Devine (Woodford Gaels). 

Subs: Killian Watters for R Farrell (inj); Kyle McGuinness (East Cavan Gaels) for Watters; 
Jack Kerrigan for C O’Reilly (Cootehill); James McKay (Cootehill) for S Clerkin; Eoghan 
McGrath (St Feilims) for P Devine. 

MONAGHAN: Patrick Birmingham; James Carville, Dylan McAree, Patrick Mitchell; Conor 
Gernon, Cathal Power (0-3, two frees), Anthony Greenan; Oran Kiernan, Luke McKenna (0-
1); Aidan Burns (1-4, two frees), Liam McKenna, Nathan O Donoghue (0-2); Pádraig 
McGahon (1-1), Matthew Donnelly, Aaron Boyle (0-1). 
Subs; Kieran McQuaid for M Donnelly; Josh Mohan for A Boyle; Peter Clinton for J 
Carville; Ethan O’Gorman for N O’Donoghue. 
 
Ref; Niall Clifford (Armagh) 

Thanks to John Kearney ,Mark Hayes, Kathryn Flynn and  Keith Green for their work with 
the County Minor Hurling team as well as looking after the U/17 Celtic Challenge team. 

 

 



Cavan Results 2016 
 

Hastings Cup 
Rd 1 Meath 0-12 Cavan 1-13 

Rd 2 Cavan 0-8 Westmeath 4-7 
Rd 3 Roscommon 2-8 Cavan 0-15 

Semi Final: Cavan 1-11 Longford 0-13 
Final: Cavan 1-11 Offaly 3-9 

 
Ulster U21 Football Championship 
Qtr Final Cavan 0-10 Tyrone 2-10 

 
 

Bank of Ireland Dr McKenna Cup 
Rd 1 Armagh 0-11 Cavan 2-8 

Rd 2 Cavan 3-14 Ulster University 0-10 
Rd 3: Cavan 0-14 Monaghan 0-14 
Semi Final: Cavan 1-10 Derry 1-17 

 
Allianz Football League Div 2 
Rd 1: Tyrone 0-10 Cavan 0-8 
Rd 2: Cavan 1-11 Derry 1-13 
Rd 3: Meath 1-13 Cavan 1-20 

Rd 4: Cavan 3-18 Armagh 0-10 
Rd 5: Fermanagh 0-9 Cavan 1-12 

Rd 6: Cavan 1-17 Laois 0-15 
Rd 7: Cavan 1-16 Galway 1-12 
Final: Cavan 0-15 Tyrone 1-17 

 
Ulster SFC 

Qtr Final: Cavan 2-16 Armagh 0-14 
Semi Final: Cavan 3-7 Tyrone 0-16 
SF Replay: Cavan 2-17 Tyrone 5-18 

 
All Ireland SFC Qualifiers 

Rd 2A: Cavan 2-13 Carlow 0-12 
Rd 3A: Cavan 0-18 Derry 1-17 

 
 

Leinster Junior Football Championship 
Qtr Final Longford 3-15 Cavan 2-15 

 
 



Ulster Minor Football Lge 
Rd1 Bye 

Rd 1 Cavan 0-7 Armagh 2-11 
Rd 2 Down 4-6 Cavan 0-10 

Rd 3 Monaghan 1-18 Cavan 2-12 
Shield Playoff SF: Cavan 2-5 Derry 3-10 

Ulster MFC 
Qtr Final: Cavan 1-12 Armagh 2-14 

Jim McGuigan Ulster U17 Football Lge 
Rd 1 Bye 

Rd 1 Cavan 3-19 Armagh 0-3 
Rd 2 Down 3-6 Cavan 0-17 

Rd 3 Monaghan 4-15 Cavan 1-6 
Semi Final Cavan 1-7 Tyrone 2-18 

Ulster Minor Hurling League Div 2 
Final Cavan 0-11 Monaghan 2-12 

Ulster Minor Hurling Shield 
Semi Final Cavan 1-10 Tyrone 3-16 

Celtic Challenge U17 Hurling 
Rd 1 Sligo 6-11 Cavan 1-9 
Rd 2 Cavan 3-10 Louth 3-7 

Rd 3 Cavan 0-15 Monaghan 2-11 
Rd 4 Longford 1-7 Cavan 3-10 
Rd 5 Leitrim 3-11 Cavan 2-16 

Cavan Senior Football Championship. 

Ramor Utd made the breakthrough in 2016 to win the Senior Championship for the first time 
since 1992 after a replay v Castlerahan.(Man of the Match Adrian Cole). They also added the 
U/21 Championship to their trophy cabinet. They have the potential to dominate for a number 
of years but im sure a lot of teams are already plotting their downfall. 

They lost to the Armagh Champions in the first round in Ulster. 

This unfortunately is the trend for all our Champions in 2016. 



Ramor Utd. Senior Champions 2016 

Hotel Kilmore Senior Championship 
Results 2016 

Date Round Goals Points Goals Points 

05/08/2016 Rd 1 Ramor United 4 18 Denn 1 6 

06/08/2016 Rd 1 Lacken GAA 1 4 
Cootehill Celtic 
GAA 2 6 

07/08/2016 Rd 1 Mullahoran GFC 1 12 Ballinagh 0 14 

07/08/2016 Rd 1 Kingscourt 1 10 Lavey 2 10 

07/08/2016 Rd 1 Cavan Gaels 4 14 Cúchulainns 0 9 

07/08/2016 Rd 1 Killeshandra 3 6 Crosserlough 0 15 

07/08/2016 Rd 1 Castlerahan GAA 4 6 Ballyhaise 1 6 

07/08/2016 Rd 1 Killygarry  0 8 Gowna 1 11 

12/08/2016 Rd 2 Ballyhaise 1 10 Gowna 1 14 

13/08/2016 Rd 2 Lacken GAA 1 15 Cavan Gaels 3 7 

13/08/2016 Rd 2 Killeshandra 0 7 Kingscourt 7 14 

13/08/2016 Rd 2 Lavey 0 16 Crosserlough 1 11 

14/08/2016 Rd 2 Mullahoran GFC 0 7 Ramor United 2 15 

14/08/2016 Rd 2 Castlerahan GAA 5 13 Killygarry  2 15 

14/08/2016 Rd 2 Cootehill Celtic GAA 1 11 Cúchulainns 1 13 

14/08/2016 Rd 2 Denn 2 5 Ballinagh 1 15 

19/08/2016 Rd 3 Killeshandra 2 8 Lavey 1 14 

19/08/2016 Rd 3 Gowna 0 9 Castlerahan GAA 0 11 

20/08/2016 Rd 3 Cavan Gaels 0 10 
Cootehill Celtic 
GAA 2 6 

20/08/2016 Rd 3 Killygarry 0 15 Ballyhaise 1 12 

20/08/2016 Rd 3 Kingscourt 1 12 Crosserlough 0 8 

21/08/2016 Rd 3 Cúchulainns 1 9 Lacken GAA 2 6 

21/08/2016 Rd 3 Ballinagh 0 9 Ramor United 2 13 

25/08/2016 Rd 3 Denn 2 2 Mullahoran GFC 3 15 

28/08/2016 Playoff Group 1 Lacken GAA 1 13 Cúchulainns 0 12 

02/09/2016 Playoff Group 2 Crosserlough 0 15 Killeshandra 2 5 

04/09/2016 Playoff Group 3 Killygarry  2 15 Ballyhaise 1 10 

09/09/2016 Quarter Final Lavey 0 13 Mullahoran GFC 0 9 

10/09/2016 Quarter Final Castlerahan GAA 1 10 Lacken GAA 1 10 

11/09/2016 Quarter Final Gowna 1 13 
Cootehill Celtic 
GAA 0 16 



11/09/2016 Quarter Final Kingscourt 0 7 Ramor United 1 8 

17/09/2016 Quarter Final Replay Cootehill Celtic GAA 0 13 Gowna 0 18 

17/09/2016 Quarter Final Replay Lacken GAA 0 16 Castlerahan GAA 2 11 

24/09/2016 Semi Final Ramor United 2 10 Lavey 1 10 

24/09/2016 Semi Final Gowna 1 10 Castlerahan GAA 3 9 

08/10/2016 Relegation Game 1 Denn 0 9 Cavan Gaels 8 17 

08/10/2016 Relegation Game 2 Killeshandra 3 11 Ballyhaise 5 14 

09/10/2016 Final Castlerahan GAA 3 8 Ramor United 2 11 

15/10/2016 Relegation Game 3 Ballyhaise 1 3 Cavan Gaels 0 13 

23/10/2016 Final Replay Castlerahan GAA 0 8 Ramor United 0 10 

Arva won the intermediate Championship after a  replay v Killinkere This was Arva's 
fifth final in three years and their experience told in the end. Conal Sheridan Man of 
the Match) 
Again our champions suffered defeat in Ulster at the first hurdle.

Hotel Kilmore Intermediate Championship Results 2016 

Date Round Goals Points Goals Points 

05/08/2016 Rd 1 Laragh Utd 3 13 Drumgoon 2 10 

06/08/2016 Rd 1 Butlersbridge G.A.A 0 14 Drumalee 0 13 

06/08/2016 Rd 1 Drung 2 7 Templeport  1 16 

06/08/2016 Rd 1 Redhills 2 14 Belturbet Rory O'Moores 0 10 

07/08/2016 Rd 1 Killinkere CLG 1 17 Arva 1 11 

07/08/2016 Rd 1  Swanlinbar 0 11 Searcóg/Shercock 0 14 

07/08/2016 Rd 1 Drumlane 2 5 Bailieborough 3 10 

12/08/2016 Rd 2 Searcóg/Shercock 2 10 Drung 1 1 

12/08/2016 Rd 2 Drumlane 1 7 Killinkere CLG 0 11 

13/08/2016 Rd 2 
Belturbet Rory 
O'Moores 2 14 Arva 2 14 

13/08/2016 Rd 2 Drumgoon 2 9 Butlersbridge G.A.A 2 17 

13/08/2016 Rd 2 Laragh Utd 6 13 Templeport  1 9 

14/08/2016 Rd 2 Redhills 0 11  Swanlinbar 2 8 



14/08/2016 Rd 2 Drumalee 1 9 Bailieborough 1 11 

20/08/2016 Rd 3 Templeport  1 7 Redhills 1 9 

20/08/2016 Rd 3 Arva 2 9 Bailieborough 2 8 

20/08/2016 Rd 3 Drung 0 7 Drumlane 1 13 

20/08/2016 Rd 3 Killinkere CLG 1 16 Drumalee 0 11 

21/08/2016 Rd 3 Searcóg/Shercock 1 10 Drumgoon 0 8 

21/08/2016 Rd 3 Butlersbridge G.A.A 1 12 Belturbet Rory O'Moores 0 13 

21/08/2016 Rd 3  Swanlinbar 1 10 Laragh Utd 0 13 

27/08/2016 Rd 4 Arva 1 16 Drumalee 0 8 

27/08/2016 Rd 4 Laragh Utd 2 16 Drumlane 0 11 

27/08/2016 Rd 4 Butlersbridge G.A.A 0 12 Drung 2 8 

27/08/2016 Rd 4 Searcóg/Shercock 1 14 Belturbet Rory O'Moores 0 9 

27/08/2016 Rd 4 Redhills 1 10 Bailieborough 4 17 

28/08/2016 Rd 4 Templeport  0 9 Killinkere CLG 0 8 

28/08/2016 Rd 4 Swanlinbar 2 13 Drumgoon 1 14 

02/09/2016 Quarter Final Bailieborough 0 8 Arva 1 14 

03/09/2016 Quarter Final Laragh Utd 0 20 St Mary's GAA, Swanlinbar 1 10 

03/09/2016 Playoff Redhills 1 16 Templeport  1 12 

03/09/2016 Quarter Final Killinkere CLG 3 11 Butlersbridge G.A.A 0 8 

11/09/2016 Quarter Final Redhills 1 8 Searcóg/Shercock 2 12 

17/09/2016 Semi Final Arva 0 14 Searcóg/Shercock 1 10 

17/09/2016 Semi Final Laragh Utd 2 9 Killinkere CLG 1 13 

02/10/2016 Final Killinkere CLG 1 16 Arva 3 10 

08/10/2016 
Relegation 
Game 1 Templeport 0 8 Drumlane 0 14 

08/10/2016 
Relegation 
Game 2 Drumgoon 2 17 Drumalee 3 7 

15/10/2016 
Relegation 
Game 3 Drung 0 6 Belturbet Rory O'Moores 0 9 

15/10/2016 Final Replay Killinkere CLG 0 10 

Arva 

0 11 

Cornafean returned to winning ways in 2016 as they won the Junior Championship v Ballymachugh 
(Man of the match Barry Doyle).but like our Senior and Intermediate teams suffered defeat in the 
first round. 



Date Round Goals Points Goals Points 

05/08/2016 Rd 1 Ballymachugh 0 12 Cornafean 1 10 

06/08/2016 Rd 1 Shannon Gaels 0 10 Corlough 1 8 

06/08/2016 Rd 1 Cnoc Bríde 5 20 Maghera  0 7 

06/08/2016 Rd 1 Kildallan G.A.A. Club 1 13 Kill 0 13 

07/08/2016 Rd 1 Mountnugent 2 6 Munterconnaught 1 13 

13/08/2016 Rd 2 Shannon Gaels 1 11 Cornafean 0 9 

13/08/2016 Rd 2 Maghera  0 11 Mountnugent 5 14 

13/08/2016 Rd 2 Kildallan G.A.A. Club 4 14 Corlough 0 5 

13/08/2016 Rd 2 Cnoc Bríde 0 12 Munterconnaught 1 9 

14/08/2016 Rd 2 Ballymachugh 3 13 Kill 0 11 

19/08/2016 Rd 3 Kill 3 13 Corlough 3 7 

19/08/2016 Rd 3 Cnoc Bríde 0 7 Kildallan G.A.A. Club 1 9 

20/08/2016 Rd 3 Maghera  0 4 Shannon Gaels 4 16 

20/08/2016 Rd 3 Ballymachugh 1 11 Mountnugent 2 7 

21/08/2016 Rd 3 Cornafean 3 13 Munterconnaught 0 6 

26/08/2016 Rd 4 Maghera 0 7 Munterconnaught 2 17 

27/08/2016 Rd 4 Shannon Gaels 0 16 Kill 0 14 

28/08/2016 Rd 4 Ballymachugh 2 11 Cnoc Bríde 0 8 

28/08/2016 Rd 4 Kildallan G.A.A. Club 1 10 Cornafean 2 13 

28/08/2016 Rd 4 Corlough 0 9 Mountnugent 7 8 

10/09/2016 Semi Final Shannon Gaels 1 8 Cornafean 1 10 

10/09/2016 Semi Final Kildallan G.A.A. Club 1 10 Ballymachugh 2 11 

25/09/2016 Final Ballymachugh 0 11 Cornafean 1 16 

Farnham Arms Hotel Minor Championship Results 2016 

Minor A 
Winners 
Crosserlough 

Date Round Goals Points Goals Points 

09/08/2016 Rd 1 Southern Gaels 2 17 Drumloman Gaels 1 10 

09/08/2016 Rd 1 Blackwater gaels (U18 A) 1 6 Ramor United 2 7 

09/08/2016 Rd 1 Ballinagh 3 12 Cnoc Bríde 2 15 

10/08/2016 Rd 1 Crosserlough 5 22 St Joseph's 0 6 

16/08/2016 Rd 1 Replay Cnoc Bríde 4 18 Ballinagh 0 6 

23/08/2016 Rd 2A Crosserlough 4 16 Southern Gaels 0 9 

23/08/2016 Rd 2A Ramor United 1 11 Cnoc Bríde 3 8 

23/08/2016 Rd 2B Blackwater gaels (U18 A) 3 14 St Joseph's 0 13 

23/08/2016 Rd 2B Ballinagh 3 13 Drumloman Gaels 3 11 

06/09/2016 Rd 3 Ballinagh 1 13 Blackwater gaels (U18 A) 0 8 

06/09/2016 Rd 3 Southern Gaels 2 14 Ramor United 2 8 

24/09/2016 Semi Final Crosserlough 1 4 Southern Gaels 1 4 

24/09/2016 Semi Final Cnoc Bríde 3 15 Ballinagh 0 5 

02/10/2016 S/F Replay Southern Gaels 0 11 Crosserlough 2 7 

09/10/2016 Final Crosserlough 3 11 Cnoc Bríde 1 8 

Cullys Craft Bakery Junior Championship Results 2016



Date Round Goals Points Goals Points 

09/08/2016 Rd 1 Killygarry  1 8 Cavan Gaels 5 9 

09/08/2016 Rd 1 Cornafean 4 16 Lavey 2 9 

09/08/2016 Rd 1 Annalee Gaels 3 14 Laragh Utd 2 15 

09/08/2016 Rd 1 Denn 2 8 Belturbet Rory O'Moores 1 7 

23/08/2016 Rd 2A Cornafean 1 10 Annalee Gaels 0 17 

23/08/2016 Rd 2A Denn 5 8 Cavan Gaels 4 11 

23/08/2016 Rd 2B Laragh Utd 3 10 Killygarry  2 12 

30/08/2016 Rd 2B Belturbet Rory O'Moores 9 22 Lavey 0 9 

30/08/2016 Rd 2A Replay Cavan Gaels 1 13 Denn 1 14 

06/09/2016 Rd 3 Belturbet Rory O'Moores 2 13 Cavan Gaels 1 7 

06/09/2016 Rd 3 Laragh Utd 6 14 Cornafean 2 8 

25/09/2016 Semi Final Annalee Gaels 2 15 Laragh Utd 2 11 

24/09/2016 Semi Final Belturbet Rory O'Moores 1 11 Denn 3 12 

02/10/2016 Final Annalee Gaels 3 11 Denn 1 14 

Minor C 
Winners 
Kingscourt 

Date Round Goals Points Goals Points 

09/08/2016 Prelim Game A West Cavan Gaels 4 19 Cúchulainns 3 12 

09/08/2016 Prelim Game B Naomh Brid 6 13 Bailieborough 4 7 

16/08/2016 Prelim Game C Cúchulainns 3 10 Bailieborough 4 10 

23/08/2016 Rd 1 Bailieborough 1 12 Eire Og Celtic 6 4 

23/08/2016 Rd 1 Naomh Brid 6 18 Killinkere CLG 1 3 

23/08/2016 Rd 1 West Cavan Gaels 1 10 Templeport. Aidan's GAA 0 10 

23/08/2016 Rd 1 Maghera  2 7 Kingscourt 3 18 

30/08/2016 Rd 2A Kingscourt 3 19 Naomh Brid 5 5 

30/08/2016 Rd 2A Eire Og Celtic 2 12 West Cavan Gaels 4 13 

30/08/2016 Rd 2B Bailieborough 6 18 Maghera  4 18 

30/08/2016 Rd 2B Killinkere CLG 1 8 Templeport. Aidan's GAA 3 11 

06/09/2016 Rd 3 Templeport  4 15 Eire Og Celtic 1 13 

06/09/2016 Rd 3 Bailieborough 0 0 Naomh Brid 0 0 

17/09/2016 Semi Final Templeport. Aidan's GAA 4 11 West Cavan Gaels 3 13 

17/09/2016 Semi Final Naomh Brid 2 11 Kingscourt 4 10 

25/09/2016 Final Templeport. Aidan's GAA 1 9 Kingscourt 1 11 

Minor B Winners 
               Annalee Galels



Cavan Senior Hurling Championship Final Report. 
 
Mullahoran St. Joseph’s 2-7   Cootehill Celtic 2-6 
 
Two first half goals from full-forward Philip Brady proved pivotal as Mullahoran St. Joseph’s 
regained the Cavan SHC title after an exciting contest at Kingspan Breffni Park. Defending 
champions Cootehill Celtic enjoyed the better start and led by 1-1 to no-score after 10 minutes 
thanks in part to Aiden Fitzpatrick’s opportunist goal.  

Mullahoran’s greater physical strength and experience began to tell though and when man-of-the-
match Brady drilled the ball to the net in the 13th minute, it was game-on. In-form free-taker 
Derrick Dalton put the 2013 champions in front (1-2 to 1-1) for the first time after 17 minutes and 
it was a lead they would never subsequently relinquish. Cootehill always stayed in touch even 
though Brady’s second major (29) left them trailing by 1-3 to 2-4 at the half-way mark. 
Mullahoran still led by four points at the three-quarter hour mark but Cootehill stubbornly hung 
in there and a second goal (47) by Fitzpatrick left just the minimum between the sides. 
Cootehill were to enjoy the lion’s share of possession in the final quarter but Galway native 
Kevin Conneely was luminous in defence for Mullahoran. 

The Celts pushed forward at every opportunity to regain parity but over-elaboration and some 
poor striking in the last third of the field undermined their bid for a third-successive title. 
In a last desperate attack, Caoimhín Carney was fouled but his Cootehill colleague Fiachra 
Hughes pulled the subsequent 38 metre free from all of 40 metres narrowly wide of the left 
upright with the last puck of the game. 

Mullahoran St. Joseph’s scorers: P Brady (2-1); D Dalton (0-5, 5f); A Sheridan (0-1) 

Cootehill Celtic scorers: A Fitzpatrick (2-1); C Carney (0-2) Fiachra (0-2); J Crowe (0-1). 

Cootehill Celtic:  Alex Hamilton; Jason Taylor, Mark Hayes, James McKitterick; Ronan Brady, 
Joe Fitzgerald, Shane Clerkin; Rob Everrett, Fiachra Hughes; John Carney, Joshua Crowe, 
Caoimhín Carney; Mark Moffett, Aiden Fitzpatrick, Jason Halton.  Subs; A Crowe for S Clerkin 
(inj); E Magee for J Halton. 

Mullahoran St. Joseph’s:  Darren Sheridan; Niall Harten, Cian O’Brien, Michael Cullen; Bart 
Nannery, Sean Óg Brady, Ronan O’Hagan; Donal Kelly, Niall Browne; Kevin Conneely, 
Michael Sexton, Derrick Dalton; Anthony Sheridan, Owen Roe O’Reilly, James Gallagher. 
 
Ref; James Clarke (Killinkere) 

 
Cavan Senior Hurling League Final 
 
Cootehill Celtic 2-12  St. Felim’s 0-10 
 
Cootehill Celtic used the scaffold of two goals in the opening six minutes of the second half to 
construct a well deserved victory in an entertaining Senior Hurling League final at Kingspan 
Breffni Park on Sunday afternoon last. 
The sides were deadlocked at 0-7 apiece at half-time in a match that looked like it was heading to 
the wire but Cootehill’s bumper harvest on the restart turned the tie on its head. On a windy, 
damp afternoon, the game was a sporting and lively affair with the greasy sward, honest 
endeavour and ambition of both sides making for an interesting and sporting 11-aside contest. 



Making their bow at senior level this year, St. Felim’s fought the good fight but the double 
whammy delivered by the Celts saw their particularly heart-warming showing in the first half 
come to nothing. 
The Saints had been the sharper and hungrier side in the opening 20 minutes of the game during 
which time they opened up a 0-7 to 0-4 lead but their failure to chip in with a goal or two when in 
their pomp would come back to haunt them in the second half. 
Goal chances were at a premium for both teams in the first half although John Carney skied his 
shot over the bar (9) to make it 0-2 to 0-4 when a goal beckoned after he was put through by Josh 
Crowe’s arrowed pass. 
The one time the Saints managed to see the whites of Alex Hamilton’s eyes came with six 
minutes left to play. However the Cootehill ‘keeper produced a hat-trick of outstanding saves in 
quick succession to copper-fasten his team’s 2-12 to 0-9 then lead. 
Cootehill had looked far from champion material for the major part of the first half and with Sean 
Keating and Shane Finnegan impressing up front for the Saints, the smart money early on would 
have been wagered on Cootehill being trumped on the day. 
That said, St. Felim’s did play with the assistance of a gusting wind in the first half and 
Cootehill’s success in notching three unanswered points in the run into the interval hinted at 
much better things to come from them. 
Cootehill hit the jackpot just 42 seconds into the second half with Mark Moffett, John Carney and 
James McKitterick combining to set up Aidan Fitzpatrick for a clinical finish to the net. 
The Celts initially laboured to build on their goal and, instead, another Keating point kept the 
game on the boil ‘till Fiachra Hughes out-paced the Saints’ defence in the 36th minute and 
crashed home a fine goal. 
In tandem with his team-mates, Hughes found his best form in the second half and a brace of 
points – after another sound bit of play from full back Hayes and Rob Everett – from him had 
Cootehill 2-10 to 0-8 in front approaching the three-quarter hour mark. 
St. Felim’s badly needed a lift but Joshua Crowe’s astute policing of dangerman Keating and the 
relocation of Carney to midfield meant the chasing team were left swimming against the tide for 
large tracts of the second half. 
Indeed, it took a brilliant diving save (43) by ‘keeper Carr from Aidan Fitzpatrick’s flick to 
prevent the Saints from falling further behind. 
At the other end of the field, the goal(s) St. Felim’s needed didn’t materialise with a composed 
Hayes and an inspired Hamilton combining to thwart the best efforts of Kevin Reilly, Steven 
Harten and Aaron Reilly in machine-gun fashion. 
A Keating free and a point from Killian Galligan and that was that. It was only left to the 
county’s GAA anoraks to decipher just how many decades had passed since Cootehill’s last 
victory in the competition. 
 
Cootehill Celtic: Alex Hamilton; James McKitterick, Mark Hayes, Joe Fitzgerald, Jason Taylor, 
Fiachra Hughes (1-5, 2f), Rob Everett, Aidan Fitzpatrick (1-0), Joshua Crowe (0-1); John Carney 
(0-4), Mark Moffett (0-2). 
Subs; Adam Crowe for J Taylor; Amhlaoibh Brady for J McKitterick; Jason Halton for A 
Fitzpatrick; Johnny Smith for J Fitzgerald; David McDermott for M Moffett. 
 
St. Felim’s: Michael Carr; Gary Cronin, Caolan Kelly; Darryl Buckley, Killian Galligan (0-1); 
Stephen Harten (0-1), Aoghan Halton; Shane Finnegan (0-2), Sean Keating (0-6, 1f), Aaron 
Reilly, Kevin Reilly. 
Subs; Brian McGarry for A Reilly; A Reilly for K Reilly. 
 
Ref; Brian Brady (Louth) 



Reserve ACFL 

Congratulations to the following winners of the Reserve ACFL 2016: 

Division 1 – Mullahoran 

Division 2 – Ballinagh 

Division 3 - Ballymachugh 

Lakeside Manor Hotel Minor League 

Congratulations to the following winners of the 2016 Minor Leagues: 

Division 1 – Crosserlough 

Division 2 – Ballinagh  

Division 3 – Denn 

Division 4 – Templeport 

 Congratulations to Cootehill Celtic who were winners of the 2016 Senior Hurling

League.

 Jack Barry, East Cavan Gaels, Sheridan Insurance Hurling Award 2016



  

 Terry and Kathleen Hyland receiving presentation at the Cavan All-Star awards night. 

 Gerry Brady and Colleen Mc Cabe making the presentations. 

 

Conor Moynagh receiving his Irish news All -Star award 



 

Raymond Galligan receiving his Irish news All -Star award 

Competition Winners 2016 

Junior B Championship:  

Junior C Championship: Ballinagh 

Junior D Championship: Butlersbridge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hotel Kilmore Under 21 Division 1 Champions : Ramor Utd 

 

Hotel Kilmore Under 21 Division 2 Champions: Cavan Gaels 

 

 

 



A.C.F.L. Div 1:Kiernans Service Station Winners: Lacken 

 

Relegated: Ballyhaise  

A.C.F.L. Div 2  Bradys(Arva) Volkswagen: Winners: Cuchulainns 

 

Promoted: Cuchulainns, Belturbet and Ballinagh       Relegated: Drumgoon 



A.C.F.L. Div 3:Riverfront Hotel; Winners: Shercock 

 

 

A.C.F.L. Div 4   Winners: Drumalee 

 



Minor Championship: Farnham Arms Hotel. Div 1 Winners: Crosserlough 

 

Minor Championship: Farnham Arms Hotel. Div 2 Winners: Annalee Gaels 

 



Minor Championship: Farnham Arms Hotel. Div 3 Winners 
Kingscourt.

 

 

Senior Hurling Championship Winners :Cootehill Celtic. 

 

 

 



 

Spring League Division1 Kiernans Service Station: Winners Mullahoran 

Spring League Division 2 Bradys Arva (Volkswagen): Winners Drumlane 

Spring League Division 3 The Riverfron Hotel: Winners  Killinkere 

Spring League Division 4: Winners Drumalee 

 

 

Sheridan Insurance All-Star team 2016 

 

Conor Bradley (Ramor Utd) Senior Player of the Year 2016 



 

Kevin  Bouchier Arva (received by his brother Paul) 

Intermediate Player of the year 2016 

 

Barry Doyle (Cornafean) Junior player of the year 2016 



 

James Smith (Crosserlough) Minor Player of the year 2016 

 

Dara Mc Veety (Crosserlough) 

Cavan County Player of the Year 2016 



 

Cavan U17 Panel 2016 

 

 

Media. 

I want to thank the Anglo Celt and Northern Sound for their help in promoting, reporting and 
commentating on our games. I have to say that some of the comments that are made in the 
Anglo Celt and also on We are Cavan can be unhelpful and sometimes the facts are not 
sought before making these comments. Going forward we should be working together and 
not against each other. 

Referees. 

I would like to thank all the Referees in Cavan for their participation at our games in 2016.  
The standard of Refereeing is under constant scrutiny at both County and National Level. Our 
committee is committed to improve standards and referees assessors are needed to help with 
this. I want to thank the Referees’ coordinator John Duffy, and the committee, for all their 
work during the year. 

The abuse of match officials is still a concern and we will endeavour to try and improve this 
situation in the coming year. Club officials need to take more responsibility in this area. We 
still need to encourage the younger generation to take up refereeing and a drive from clubs 
should get under way to achieve this with support from the Coaching and Games department. 

 

 

 



Club Breifne 

Paddy Sheanon, (Vice Chairman) Chairman of Club Breffni has a hard job recruiting 
members and the numbers have dropped off a little in 2016. The committee are working hard 
to entice new members and thanks to Paddy Sheanon and all of the committee for their 
efforts.  

The Dublin Club Breffni committee again ran a very successful Race Day. 

They with the help of the Cavan branch of Club Breffni held a race day at Punchestown 
which was successful and it is now a social event on the Calendar and unfortunately we are at 
maximum capacity for this event so it's important to book early for 2017. 

Committees 

The CCC again worked tirelessly to have a proper fixture plan in place but sometimes it not 
as easy as putting a plan in place. We in this county at times  seem to have an excuse not to 
play football as the C.C.C. receive more requests for change of fixtures. Gerry Mc Kiernan 
Chairman ,Gary Robins Secretary, Angela Hamilton and the rest of the committee worked 
hard over the last year and i thank them for their work on the C.C.C.    

Gary Robins leaves the top table after 5 years as Assistant Secretary and I personally want to 
thank him for his work in that time. He was a great assistance to me during his time. He will 
still serve as disciplinary secretary on the C.C.C. 

Angela Hamilton will replace Gary as Assistant Secretary and I look forward to a 
good working relationship with Angela in the coming year. 

Hearings Committee, thanks to Noel Mc Keown and his committee for their work over the 
past year. As always every case was tried in a fair manner and thanks to the rest of the 
committee for their work. Noel Mc Keown is stepping down as Chairman of the Hearings 
committee and i thank him for his contribution over the last couple of years. 

Youth Board, Brian Seagrave and Orla O Reilly were at the helm of the Youth Committee. 
All the competitions were run off in an orderly plan and thanks to you both and your 
committee for the smooth running of the Youth Board. A special word of thanks to the youth 
Board for their work in the Half Time draw. This is going from strength to strength and this is 
seen in the County Board accounts. 

I want to thank my fellow officers for their contribution in 2016. 

Gerry Brady Chairman has now completed two years   as Chairman and has worked tirelessly 
in those years for the good of Cavan Football and can feel proud of his efforts in that time. 
His work with Croke Park, Ulster Council and Cavan County Council for the good of Cavan 
football has seen good times for Cavan. He was instrumental in the Jailbreak venture and also 
in getting our books in order. 
I want to thank Martin Cahill Treasurer for his continued good work keeping the books in
good order and has showed a very good surplus for the year. Gate receipts are well up on the
2015 figures mainly due to Martin's and his assistant Tom Moore good work at collecting
gates. I know they had a good team with them and Martin will mention them in his report.
Keep up the good work in 2017.



Kieran Callaghan Central Council Rep. has represented us well in Croke Park and is a very 
important member of the Finance committee as well as being Chairman of the Kingspan 
Breffni Park committee.  

Tom Reilly and Declan Woods  have served us on the Ulster Council and thanks to both of 
them for their work in this area. I know they attend a lot of meetings in their respective roles 
and are important members when Championship time comes around. We learned the sad 
news  of the death of Danny Murphy Secretary of Comhairle Ulaidh and i know that Tom in 
particular had a great relationship with Danny down the years. 

Jody Clarke Coaching Officer has now served four years of his term. Jody works tirelessly 
for Cavan and was instrumental in having the Ulster Coaching Conference in Cavan. He 
along with the G.D.M . have overseen a number of changes to our structures. 

Anne Fortune the Children’s Officer done a fine job in the last year dealing with some 
difficult and delicate cases and has been re-appointed for 2016. Anne will now have a busy 
year ahead as Féile will be coming to Cavan,  Fermanagh and Monaghan in June 2017 and 
Garda vetting is high on the priority list. 

Mark O Rourke. P.R.O. Mark had another very busy year in his role. He is working closely 
with the team managements and is excellent on facebook and twitter keeping us up to date on 
fixtures giving scores as they happen. Personally, I thank him for his help to me, not alone for 
this report but for assistance in general.Thanks to all your committee, Paul Glacken, Colleen 
Mc Cabe, Susan Brady,Tommy McGibney, Barney Cully and Peadar Soden for their work in 
2016. 

I'd like to thank our IT Officer Tommy McGibney, for his continued work with clubs on 
registration and IT.  Tommy has attaened a number of disciplinary meetings in Croke Park on 
behalf of the board and I thank him for this also. 

Club Planning and Development committee: thanks to Michael Reynolds for his work with 
clubs in 2016. Michael was not appointed at Convention but he worked hard playing catch up 
as Development Officer and a big thank you to Michael for his efforts. I hope to have a 
Strategic plan in place in 2017 and Michael will play a big part in that. 

Eugene Kiernan keeps the traditional needs of Cavan G.A.A. in good stead and thanks to 
him and the Scór Committee for their work in 2016.I hope Eugene and his committee can 
make strides in getting more Clubs involved at Junior and Senior Scór more Clubs can come 
on board for Scór in 2017. Thanks to all the singers who performed the National Anthem.  

John Keating,Gerry Soden, Peter Reilly and Kevin Smith form the rest of the management 
committee and I thank them for their contribution also.  



Thanks to our Insurance Officer Hugh O Reilly who also is Safety Officer in Kingspan 
Breffni Park for his continued good work. Hugh is stepping down from his role as Safety 
officer and i want to thank him for his contribution over the last number of years. Kingspan 
Breffni Park is a safer place now than it was a number of years ago and this is down to Hugh 
and other people on the committee. 

Thanks to Tommy Reilly for his continued work with the Clubs and County teams. In these 
times its important to team managers to have their DVD of the game ready as soon as 
possible and Tommy is fulfilling this role very well. 

I want to thank Dermot Mc Cabe, Games Development Manager for a good years work in 
implementing plans for Coaching and Games. He continues to apply best practice for our 
Youth and Games. He has some new ideas which should be accepted and implemented. 

Thanks to our four coaches (Finbar O Reilly, Aiden Mc Cabe, Andy Mc Govern and the now 
departed Shaun Doherty) for their dedication and work with both clubs and schools in 2016. 

Shaun Doherty has taken up a position with Fermanagh County Board and we thank him for 
his work over the years and wish him well in his new position. Thanks to Keith Greene and 
Pauric Dowdall for their work on the promotion of Hurling. Promotion of Hurling is not an 
easy task in Cavan. If we are to survive we need as much support for our Hurling coaches as 
possible. I feel that not enough new people are getting involved in Hurling and an injection of 
fresh ideas is badly needed. I thank Peadar Soden also for his in the coaching office. 

I would like to thank other sub-committees for their contribution during the past year.  

Management Committee,   

Kingspan Breffni Park Committee, 

Finance Committee,  

Commercial Committee, 

Referees Committee. 

Ladies Football Board.  

Referees Administration Committee. 

Health and Wellbeing. 

Insurance officer.  

Club Breifne. 

Games Development Committee, 

Information Technology Committee, 



Communications Committee, 

Scór Committee, 

Cumann na mBunscol, 

Camogie Board,  

Secondary Schools  Committee 

Rounder Board. 

Handball Board. 

County Board Officers. 

Sponsorship. 

Without sponsorship we really couldn’t function and we in Cavan have fantastic sponsors and 
I thank them for their continued support. Its amazing that our Sponsors have stayed with us 
through the bad times and i thank them most sincerely for that.We also ask that all members 
support our sponsors and indeed Club sponsors whereever possible. 

Kingspan 

Kilmore Hotel 

Meadow View, 

Kiernans Service Stations 

Farnham Arms Hotel 

Lavey Inn 

Wilton Waste Youth Board Sponsor 

Sheridan Insurances 

O Neills 

Riverfront Hotel Virginia, 

Brady’s Garage Arva 

Cullys Craft Bakery 

Lakeside Manor Hotel. 

Streamline 



Donnery Motors 

Luna Bar. 

Clonarn Clover(O Egg) 

Forever living 

Nutrisnax 

Fresh Today 

Pictured above are somwe of the wonderful people who took part in the fundraiser called 
'Jailbreak'. This was a fantastic effort by all who took part and raised the money for Cavan 
G.A.A. We thank you all most sincerely and hoped you all enjoyed the weekend. 

I want to thank the F.Á.S and Breffni Integrated workers for their great contribution to the up 
keep and running of Kingspan Breffni Park and also thank Siobhan Finnegan , Pat Downey, 
Maureen Duffy and Catherine O Reilly  Supervisiors for their help and co-operation. 

Thanks to Seamus Galligan  and the caretaker for their  continued contribution to the upkeep 
of the Stadium. We have received €150,000 from the Sports Capital grant and we have a big 
decision to make shortly to see when the main pitch will be redone. 



 I want to say a big thank you to the stewards in Kingspan Breffni Park and also at the 3G 
pitch.  Thanks to Carmel O Neill for her work with the stewards and also to Siobhan Dunne 
for the refreshments. Thanks also to the Denn Club for the smooth running of the car parking.  

The Gardaí under the leadership of Jimmy Coen and Damien Galligan continue to liase with 
the Kingspan Breffni Park committee on traffic management on big match days. Everyday is 
a new challenge and we are thankful for their help and co-operation. 

Noel Burke and the Civil Defence, for their continued great work on matchdays. 

Finnian O Hanlon and Eddie Mc Donald who keep us up to date on the Scoreboard and are an 
integral part of match days in Kingspan Breffni Park. 

A big thanks to Eileen Clarke in the office for her work and dedication to duty. Eileen make 
my life that little bit easier because of the way she looks after business. 

Finally thanke to my wife Bernie for her understanding of what this job entails with her 
support and help. 

Cavan delegates at Congress 2016 (L to R) Liam Mc Cabe ,Gerry Brady ,Kieran Callaghan 
and Declan Woods 

Comhbhrón. 

Like all years past we lost loved ones in 2016 and I offer our sympathies to all bereaved 
families. Just to mention a few: 



Condolences: 

Joe Mc Carthy Kingscourt. 

James McEnroe, Kill 

John Joe Brady, Mullahoran 

Aiden Farrell, Drumgoon Father of Aoghan. 

Paddy Donohoe (P.C.) former President , Chairman and Treasurer of Cavan G.A.A. 

Phil Brady former Chairman and Central Council rep. of Cavan G.A.A. 

If i have left somebody out of this list I apologise but it was not intentional. 

Is Mise 

Liam MacCaba 



Youth Board Report 
 
The Cavan Youth Board committee included in 2016: Chairman: Brian Seagrave,  Secretary: Orla 
O’Reilly, Treasurer: Matt Kiernan and committee members Michael Lyons, Thomas McKenna, 
Fergal Hartin, Anne Fortune and Dessie Reilly. 
 
Once again the Youth Board dealt with all football and hurling affairs from Under 12 to Under 
16, while Minor Hurling and football was under the umbrella of the Senior Board. 
 
The season began with the Under 12 Spring Hurling League. This league began on Saturday 20th  
February, ran for 7 weeks and saw six teams participate, namely Woodford Gaels, East Cavan 
Gaels, St Felims, Cootehill, Castlerahan and Annalee Gaels. The U12 Go Games Spring Football 
League started on the 11th of April with all clubs participating. 
. 
The U12 Summer Football League began this year on 27th June and concluded on the 20th 
September.  League winners included Cornafean, St Finbarrs, Cootehill, Gowna and Killygarry 
on the double. The U12 Autumn Hurling League began on Saturday 28th May and concluded on 
Wednesday 20th  July on the 3G with  Cootehill taking the title beating Castlerahan in the final, 
East Cavan Gaels overcame St Felims in the Shield Final. 
 
The Under 14 Hurling teams took part in the Three-County League again this year and then also 
in the Cavan U14 Championship which started on Wednesday 10th August. The finals were 
played on Wednesday 14 September with Cootehill emerging as decisive Championship winners 
after defeating Annalee Gaels in the Final in Kingspan Breffni Park and East Cavan Gaels won 
the Shield beating East Cavan Gaels in 3G on Wednesday 19 October. 
 
The U14 League began on April 21st, and concluded 2nd July. In Division 1 Killygarry were 
victorious.  The Division 2 competition saw Dernacrieve Gaels emerge as champions, while 
Templeport were crowned Division 3 winners. Kildallan won the Division 4 league title. 
 
The U14 footballers were kept busy with the U14 Championship which began on Tuesday 19th 
July. Four eagerly awaited finals were played on Monday 26 September and Tuesday 27 
September in  Kingspan Breffni Park.  Bailieboro were crowned Division 1 champions.  In 
Division 3 Lavey took the title while Lacken were crowned Division 4 champions. The Division 
2 title went to Mullagh as Cuchulainns beat Ramor Utd in final in 3G on Sunday 16 October.  
The Under 14 competitions were undoubtably a marvellous display of the emerging young talent 
evident throughout the county, as each team gave it their all and produced several thrilling finals 
for their spectators.  
 
Some great matches were played at Under 16 level and spectators were not left disappointed with 
both league and championship finals. The U16 League started on Tuesday March 29, winners 
were Crosserlough in Division 1, Cavan Gaels took the Division 2 title, Lavey took the Division 
3 title. Division 4 winners were Maghera. 
The Under 16 Football Championship started on Tuesday 5 July, Crosserlough completed the 
double in Division 1, Dernacrieve Gaels overcame Templeport in the Division 2 Final 1-24 to 2-
16 after a replay in the game of the season, Killygarry won Division 3 and  Bailieboro won in  
Division 4.  
 
The Under 13 Football Championship started on Saturday 1 October, Finals were played in mid 
November. Winners were Drumgoon, Dernacrieve Gaels, Gowna, Cavan Gaels, St. Finbarrs 
Castletara and Cuculainns. 



 
In the midst of all these competitions were the Féile Peil na nÓg & Féile na nGael festivals at the 
end of June.  Killygarry and Bultersbridge took part in the Féile Peil na nÓg competitions. 
Butlersbridge lost out in the group stage of Feile Peil na nOg Killygarry did Cavan proud and 
won the All Ireland Div 6 Feile Peil na nOg title by beating Ardfert [Kerry] in the Final 2-6 to 2-1 
 
Cootehill Celtic and East Cavan Gaels represented Cavan in the Féile na nGael competition. 
 
Throughout the season over 890 games were played in both football and hurling. Cavan Youth 
Board would like to congratulate all the teams for producing some incredibly exciting games of 
football and hurling throughout the season.  We would also like to thank all the referees and 
officals who facilitated at all games. We would also like to thank all the clubs who provided their 
grounds and facilities for semi-finals and finals throughout the year and for the Cavan Feile. 
 
We at the Youth Board sympathise with the clubs who suffered bereavements during the year. 
Rest in Peace. 

A special thank you goes to Seamus Galligan and John Wrynne for their help in organising the 
finals in Kingspan Breffni Park and 3G, to the Denn club for organising the car parking, also to 
Seamus Monaghan (Drumlane) for all his help on semi-finals and finals nights. To Senior Board 
Members Gerry Brady, Liam McCabe, Angela Hamilton, Martin Cahill, Tom Moore, Mark O 
Rourke and Eileen Clarke in Kingspan Breffni Park office. Also thanks to the following people 
who helped make the underage finals such memorable occasions, photograpers Ian McCabe and 
Adrian Donohoe and Lorraine Teevan.  Reporters Kevin Carney, Paul Fitzpatrick, Damien 
Donohoe and Video Man Tommy Reilly. 
 
The Half- Time draw. A huge effect put in by everybody in the Youth Board plus Angela 
Hamilton, John Keating, Kevin Smith, Eamon Brady, Aisha Kiernan, Helena Brady, 
 
As Chairman of the Youth Board, I would like to thank our committee Secretary Orla O'Reilly 
and all the Youth Board Committee members who worked diligently and efficiently for the 
development of underage football and hurling in Cavan during 2016. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge the support and assistance we in the Youth Board received from 
all of the senior and juvenile officers within each of the 40 Cavan clubs over the last year.  Your 
co-operation and assistance with fixtures and supplying information for all the programmes, was 
very much appreciated. 
 
Overall, hurling and football in Cavan at underage level is very strong at present and hopefully 
will continue in this way for many years to come. It is important to encourage all the young stars 
that took part  in the U12, U13, U14 & U16 competitions in 2016 to persevere with their clubs 
and  I wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas and a sporting 2017. 
 
Go raibh mile maith agaibh 
Brian Sugru 
(Cathaoirleach) 
Cavan Youth Board Chairman. 



Vocational Schools Report 2016 
2016 has seen another very busy and successful year for the Co Cavan Post Primary schools 
GAA competitions.  We have renamed our competitions from Cavan Vocational schools to 
Cavan Post Primary Schools to better reflect our participating schools and in line with Croke park 
policy. Our upcoming finals are being held on the 13th,15th and 19th of December. 

All our schools are also competing under the same umbrella of Ulster Schools GAA: at different 
levels. The competitions got underway in the third week of September and have been in full 
swing since. At the time of writing all of the competitions are progressing well, with teams facing 
new opposition from neighbouring schools in Monagahan and Fermanagh. This has proved  to be 
an exciting and very welcome development for all our players allowing them to test themselves 
against players from another county, which can only be a positive in their education as a 
developing footballer.  We are promoting our games using the 'Twitter' social networking and all 
of our fixtures, results and photographs can be found on the Co Cavan Post Primary GAA Twitter 
account @CavanPPGAA and on the Ulster schools account @ulsterschools 

In our schools we have over 25 teachers giving up their time training and coaching Gaelic 
Football. These teachers work with teams at lunchtimes and after school in order to promote our 
games. It is important to acknowledge the contribution these teachers are making in developing 
the talent available in our county and feel confident that our underage success is owing at least a 
small part to the work of our teachers; and will continue to do so in the future. 

Thanks to all clubs who allowed us to use their grounds during the year often at very short notice. 
Without the help of the clubs we would not be able to run our games. Hopefully, we are sending 
back your players with good experience and improved skills. The 3G pitch has also been a 
fantastic facility to use, and we thank the Co. Board for making it available for the schools to use, 
enabling us to fulfil all of our fixtures despite the often inclement weather. Thanks are also due to 
all the referees, linesmen and umpires who officiated at our games during the year.  

We acknowledge the work done by the Games development team and our visiting coaches who 
help out in our schools. They do a lot of good work in conjunction with our teachers and we 
appreciate their efforts. Thanks also to the county board for their continued support. 

2015/2016 was a successful year for various schools in Ulster. St Aidan’s Cootehill reached the 
final of the u18B Pete Ward Cup. St Clares College Ballyjamesduff reached the final of the U16B 
Corn Cuchulainn cup and won their first title against a strong Moville college team from 
Donegal. St Clares also reached the final of the u14B Corn Mc Nessa cup but lost out to Donegal 
opposition. 

Below is a list of the schools that became the Co Cavan School champions in the 2015-16 school 
year in the various competitions, and represented Co Cavan in Ulster post primary competitions. 

U14A champions: St Aidans, Cootehill 

U14B champions:  St Clare’s College, Ballyjamesduff 

U16 A champions: Bailieborough Community school 

U16 B champions: St Aidans Cootehill 

U18 A champions: Bailieborough Community School 

U 18 B champions: St Aidans Cootehill 

 

James Sherry (Chairman)   



Cumann Na mBunscol Report 

Tá an bhliain 2016 críochnaithe anois agus ba bhliain gnóthach, thaitneamach a bhí ann leis na 
comórtais éagsúla a eagraíodh i rith na bliana.  

Schools participated in the many competitions that were held during the year with Rounders 
being included for the second time. It is expected that this will become a more popular fixture in 
the calendar of events in the future as more schools becoming involved. It was clear from reading 
the reports on various finals in The Anglo Celt that schools make every effort to prepare teams 
for Football, Hurling, Camogie and Handball. Hopefully, this high standard will continue to be 
evident in players in the future. 

In January, the handball competition took place. Some wonderful individual skills were apparent 
in this competition, showing the excellent coaching that is being put into this sport in our county. 
There are ever increasing numbers of schools entering players in this event, and we are hoping to 
continue to raise its popularity into the future. 

The Annual Allianz Cumann na mBunscol Quiz was held in the Kilmore Hotel, Cavan in 
February 2016.  

The winner in the U.12 section were: 

1st Castletara N.S. 

In the U.14 section, the following school achieved success: 

1st Castletara N.S. 

In what were very engaging, fun and close events, two rounds of tie breakers were needed to 
separate the final four teams. Castletara N.S. deserve particular mention as they went on to win 
the Ulster Competition again this year. This is their fourth win in recent history as Castletara 
were winners of the Ulster Table Quiz Competition in 2012, 2013 and 2015. All pupils involved 
in the teams and all those who prepared the team deserve every praise. Déanann Cumann na 
mBunscol comhghairdeas leo uilig.  

The Annual General Meeting was held in the Farnham Arms Hotel, Cavan on Wednesday 9th 
March 2016. The following were elected as Officers for the year: 

Presidents----Aiden McCabe and Terry Leddy 

Chairperson-- Fidelma Sheridan 

Vice-Chairperson-- Jarlath McDermott 

Secretary-- Brian Sheils 

Assistant Secretary--Catriona Donohoe 

Treasurer-- Seamus Lynch 

Assistant Treasurer---Michael Reilly 

P.R.O.-- Barry Walsh 



Delegate to County Board- Caitriona Donohoe 

Committee--- Kathleen Gumley, Brian Doyle, Patricia O' Reilly, Breda Gallagher 

Rep. on Games Development Cavan County Board-- Fiachra Ó Mórdha 

The Chairperson, in her address, thanked all involved in the running of the organisation during 
the previous year and commended the commitment of those who volunteered in the planning of 
matches and those who continually attended games to assist in various ways. An appreciation was 
shown to all the teachers in schools that participated in the myriad games held throughout the 
school year. 

In June 2016, the Girls’ Football Finals were held in 3G Kingspan Breffni Park and the following 
schools won: 

Division 1: Virginia N.S. 

Division 2: Killygarry N.S. 

Division 3: Crosskeys N.S. 

Division 4: Killyconnan N.S. 

Division 5: Kilnaleck N.S. 

Division 6: Bruskey N.S. 

At the same venue, the following schools won their respective Boys Hurling competitions: 

Division 1: Ballinagh N.S.  

Division 2: Kill N.S. 

On the Last Saturday of October 2016, the Boys’ Football Finals took place. After very 
competitive games, the winners were as follows: 

Division 1: Farnham N.S. 

Division 2: Killinkere N.S. 

Division 3: St. Patrick’s N.S. Gowna 

Division 4: Castletara N.S. 

Division 5: Lacken N.S. 

Division 6: Corlough N.S. 

The three Camogie Finals were also held in October 2016 at the 3G pitch and after exciting 
games, the following teams won: 

Division 1: Laragh N.S. 

Division2: Kilnaleck N.S. 

Division 3: Lisboduff N.S. 



Every year Allianz Cumann na mBunscol an Chabháin participates in exhibition games at various 
finals at the invitation of Cavan County Board G.A.A. On Sunday 29th May 2016, at the Cavan 
Armagh Ulster Senior Football Championship game, 18 pupils from schools in the county played 
against 18 pupils from schools in Co. Armagh. Other exhibition games were held when the 
Intermediate Championship Final and the Senior Championship Final took place in Kingspan 
Breffni Park in the autumn. Cumann na mBunscol extends its appreciation to everyone who 
participated and who helped organise and implement the games. Ár mbuíochas libh uilig. 

A special thanks must be made to the County Board for offering Cumann na mBunscol the use of 
the main pitch in Breffni Park for our football finals this year. The replay of this year’s Senior 
Championship Final meant that, unfortunately, we were not permitted to use the main pitch on 
our Finals day. Nevertheless, the thanks and appreciation of the Cumann na mBunscol committee 
go to the County Board for attempting to organise this very special day for the future GAA stars 
in our county.  

Mar is eol do chách, cabhraíonn a lán daoine le coiste Chumann na mBunscol chun na comórtais 
a chur i gcrích agus gabhann an coiste buíochas le achan duine a chabhraigh leo. We appreciate 
the voluntary work of the officers and committee members in all that they do during the year. We 
thank all the staff in schools throughout the county along with Coiste Bhreifne Uí Raghallaigh, 
An Cabhán; Cumann Lúthchleas Gael; the G.A.A. clubs in Co. Cavan for their support and 
assistance at local level; coaches; referees; parents/guardians; Dermot McCabe, Games 
Development Manager; Liam McCabe, Rúnaí Co. Board; Gerry Brady, Cathaoirleach Co. Board; 
Mark O’Rourke PRO Co. Board; John Rinn and Seamus Galligan Kingspan Breffni Park; 
Domnic Sheridan for Handball events; The Anglo Celt for reports and photographs; Mark O 
Reilly; Kevin Óg Carney; Tommy Reilly; Adrian Donohoe; Ian McCabe. Go raibh míle maith 
agaibh uilig.  

 

Barry Walsh, 

Oifigeach Caidrimh Phoiblí.  

  



CCC Report 2016 

The comprehensive review of club competition structures in Cavan by the Fixture review 
committee in November and December 2015 saw significant changes to Adult Club Football in 
2016. At the January meeting of the County committee, an overwhelming majority voted in 
favour of the recommendations put forward which would see, among a number of changes, a 
reduction in ACFL Divisions from 4 to 3 in 12 Months and a reduction in the number of teams 
competing in the Senior Championship, from 16 to 12, over 3 years. The challenge to us was to 
shorten the playing season for all Clubs, with Oct 31st as the deadline. With 2 outstanding fixtures 
at the time of submitting this report on Dec 6th, there has been significant progress given that the 
U21 competition was not included in the deadline set.  

Beginning with the League, 2016 saw the replacing of the controversial Breffni League with a 
more compact, early season competition, namely the Spring League. Like the Breffni League, 
this competition was to be played in full without County Panellists at Minor, U21 and Senior, 
once still in Inter-County Competition. The Spring League ran from 6th March to 22nd of May and 
gave all clubs a minimum of 4 competitive games, allowing for games to continue for Club 
Players alongside the National League and at its conclusion was deemed a successful and 
worthwhile competition for all Clubs in the County.  

With the introduction of the new structures, the ACFL was arguably the most important 
competition of 2016. With regulations in place to reduce the number of Divisions from 4 to 3 
through promotion and relegation, it was all to play for from Rd 1. The ACFL was intensely 
competitive and thoroughly enjoyable throughout, beginning on March 20th and finishing with the 
Division 2 Final on October 29th,  with the one negative aspect perhaps being the necessity to 
play a double round of ACFL Fixtures on the August Bank Holiday Weekend, 1 week prior to the 
start of our Championship Competitions. This decision was met by some with outrage and while 
it was not considered ideal preparation for the Championship, it was more than necessary given 
the decision taken by Clubs to postpone earlier Rounds of the ACFL to allow County Teams to 
prepare for competition. The CCC are as invested in the success of the County Teams as 
everyone else in Cavan GAA but when putting a Fixture Plan in place at the beginning of the 
year, it is done with both Club and County Players equally in mind. When Clubs are making the 
decision to go against the dates set out, it is important to remember that a decision made in March 
or April will undoubtedly have consequences later in the year. Again, we would like to see the 
ACFL completed prior to the Championship beginning and will continue to work towards that 
goal in 2017.  

The Minor League and Championship once again give us some of the most enjoyable games of 
the year in 2016. With no changes to the structures in place, the league ran from 6th February to 
5th July, with a break for the Leaving Cert Exams in June. The League ran with very little issue 
but some feel the break is detrimental to the league and finishing the league prior to exams would 
be better. While this will be considered, schools football and the commitments of our County 
Minors lessen the number of dates available to play the Minor League that early in the year, 
making the extension of the competition into July necessary in the last number of years and most 
likely will be necessary in the year ahead. The Minor Championship ran from August 9th to 



October 9th with some excellent battles on the field ending with the 3 Finals played on our 3 
County Championship Final Days. Giving 

our Minor Championship Finals a part of the 3 biggest days in the Club Calendar is something 
that should continue to be a priority in the years ahead.  

Continuing the theme of change in 2016 saw Divisions in the Reserve ACFL drop from 4 to 3, 
with the competition running more independently from the First team games, unless agreement 
for a double fixture was reached by the Clubs involved. As well as independent fixtures, from this 
year, it was decided to allow promotion and relegation in the Reserve League Competition which 
should better place teams in their respective Divisions going forward, basing it on ability rather 
than where the First team happened to be placed in the Senior ACFL. In 2015, 46% of Reserve 
League Fixtures were conceded. In 2016, this dropped to 20%. There are many possible reasons 
for this improvement. Clubs taking the time to realistically assess if they are in a position to enter 
a team in the Reserve League competition and the separating of Reserve games from Senior 
Fixtures most likely played a huge part in this while the Reserve League ran from the 17th April 
to the 22nd July which no doubt provided added enthusiasm for the competition. Whatever the 
reason, it was fantastic to see Reserve football receive a much needed boost this year and we 
certainly hope it will continue. The Reserve Championship started well but as in previous years, 
hit a stumbling block once the Minor, Junior, Intermediate and Senior Competitions got 
underway. 10% of Reserve Championship games were conceded which is disappointingly an 
increase on 2015. The Competition ran from 29th June and will finish on 11th December which 
most likely contributed to the rise in conceded fixtures.  A priority in 2017 should be to improve 
the structure for the Reserve Championships and condense the period of time taking to complete 
the competition. It would be a terrible to see interest in Reserve Football fall once again after 
progress has begun in the League.  

Changes in the Senior, Intermediate and Junior Championship were introduced as part of the New 
Structures in 2016 and were perhaps the most drastic of all. A strong message came from Clubs 
as part of the Fixture Review that for the improvement of Football to continue in the County as 
well as the increase in standard of Club Championship Competitions overall, there should be a 
reduction of teams participating in the Senior Championship Competition. This provided the 
basis for the 3 year plan to amend the numbers in the three Championships to 12 (Senior), 12 
(Intermediate) and 16 (Junior). The “Longford Model” was introduced as the new Structure of 
Intermediate and Junior in 2016 with Senior playing a group stage for one more year before 
transitioning to the new model also. In the Junior and Intermediate Championship, the new model 
provided a new lease of life and renewed interest in the competitions, undoubtedly helped by the 
unknown provided by the weekly draw and the fight for the top honours couldn’t have been 
fiercer with an extremely enjoyable Junior Final and 2 thrilling Intermediate Finals just one 
positive result of the significant changes made. In the Senior Championship, which reverted again 
to include a group stage, the hunger to win was just as great. Draws in two of the four quarter 
finals and a new pairing in the Final, which also went to a replay, drew huge interest from all 
around the county and provided us once more with a fantastic finale to the 2016 Championship.  

The progress sought in the standard of Football in our county undoubtedly comes at a price and 
the increase in teams relegated from Senior and Intermediate as part of the New Competition 



structures, while increasing the desire to succeed, was difficult on the Clubs who found 
themselves in that position in 2016. Little can be said at this point to ease that disappointment and 
we hope all Clubs will now look forward with renewed determination for success in 2017.   

Hurling at Senior and Minor Level continued in 2016. This year, we had a League and 
Championship in Senior and while both were relatively successful, there were once more a 
number of issues with the scheduling of fixtures which seems to be increasing in difficulty with 
each New Year. The League took place in June and July with 4 teams initially entering the 
competition but only 3 actually taking part once it began. The Championship started on July 25th 
and reached its conclusion on Sept 10th. Out of 3 teams entered, 2 fulfilled their fixtures and 
played in eventual Final. At Minor Level, we had no league and the Championship once again 
began after the conclusion of the Minor Football Championship with the Final now scheduled for 
December 11th. It was hoped that we would complete 6 games prior to the final but once again, 
significant scheduling issues will result in just 2 games going ahead in all. Looking forward at 
this point, serious changes need to take place in the scheduling of the Minor Hurling 
Competitions as the conclusion of the Reserve Championships, the U21 Championship and 
county/school commitments have left teams struggling to field at this time. Serious hard work is 
taking place at underage level and if we have any hope of this giving way to meaningful 
competition at all levels in the future, changes are needed now.  

Overall, 2016 was a year where positive steps were taken to improve both the standard of our 
club games and our players while focusing on the condensing of our calendar. There is 
undoubtedly more to do and we have no doubt that with the continued support of the Clubs, this 
can be achieved. From a CCC perspective, Clubs need to look at reducing the number of changes 
sought to complete their games.  As a committee, we have given unrivalled flexibility in allowing 
Clubs to make alternative arrangements if issues arise with a particular date. We also continued to 
welcome requests from all Clubs with regards to scheduling in League and Championship but 
despite reminders that accommodation is not a guarantee, we have, at times, received heavy 
criticism for the times requested changes simply have not been possible. No Fixture Free 
weekends will have to continue, at the very least. Condensing the season along with the smooth 
running of all club competitions can only happen with positive backing from all Clubs and going 
forward, it is hoped that this backing will continue to be received. From a planning point of view, 
amendments to the Reserve Championships, scheduling and structure, as well as a renewed effort 
to complete the ACFL prior to the championships will go a long way in further achieving the 
shorter playing season.  

We, as a committee, receive unwavering support each year from a significant number of groups 
within Cavan GAA in order to complete the fixture calendar. Firstly, we wish to sincerely thank 
all our Referees for their work and continued commitment to our games. It is both a worthwhile 
and thankless job but without the men and women who take on this difficult role, we simply 
could not continue. Special thanks to John Duffy, Referees Administrator, and his committee for 
their assistance throughout the year. Thanks also to the Referees Committee, chaired by Jimmy 
Galligan, for their vital support in overseeing the refereeing panel.  

Sincere Thanks to the hard working men and women, under the leadership of the Breffni Park 
Committee, who work tirelessly in Kingspan Breffni Park week in, week out, in a variety of 



vitally important roles, from stewarding to attending the car park to selling programmes, all 
contributing in so many ways to the success and enjoyment of our games, most especially in the 
Championship. We sincerely appreciate your help and support which is so very essential to the 
smooth running of our fixtures. Special thanks also to Eileen, John and Seamus in Kingspan 
Breffni Park for all your help throughout the year. In 2016 once again, every possible effort was 
made to ensure our pitch was nothing less than perfect for all our games and this takes seriously 
hard work. We appreciate the time and effort made all year round which contributes greatly to the 
overall success of our competitions each year. At this point, we wish also to thank all the Clubs 
who made there grounds available to the CCC for games in 2016. It is hard to properly describe 
just how important it is to us for Clubs to be so willing to provide pitches for Fixtures; most 
especially throughout the Championship and in doing so, make available venues at the very 
highest of standards. We sincerely appreciate the time and effort this takes.  

We wish to thank Chairman Gerry Brady, County Secretary Liam McCabe and all officers of 
Cavan County Board for their continued help and support throughout the year. Special mention to 
Martin Cahill and Tom Moore for their guidance and support. It’s no easy job keeping the CCC 
happy while tasked with attending the finances! Thanks to PRO Mark O Rourke and the 
communications committee for their help all year but most especially with our Championships. 
For all of us, attending championship matches is made all the more enjoyable because of the 
work that you do and it is very much appreciated.  

Last but by no means least; we wish to sincerely thank the Clubs for their continued support. 
2016 was no different to any other with its many ups and downs but getting through 740 games 
isn’t possible without everyone working together. Special Thanks to all the Club Officers we 
worked with throughout the year. We sincerely appreciate your assistance which is always 
provided so willingly. We wish to congratulate all the Clubs on their successes in 2016 and wish 
you all continued success in the year ahead.  

I would like to say a special thank you to all the members of the CCC; Aidan Rudden, John 
Keating, Tom Moore, Barney Cully, Gary Robins and Angela Hamilton for all there hard work 
throughout the year. 
 
We had 38 Meetings in 2016, all working to get our Leagues and our Championships played, in 
both Hurling and football, at Senior and Minor Level, finishing with the U21 Championship. 
 
Once again, we want to thank all Clubs for their cooperation in 2016 and wish everyone well for 
2017. 
 

Gearoid Mac Thiarnáin 

 



Report of Hearings Committee to Convention 2016 

There are six members on the Hearings Committee: Noel McKeown, Chairperson (Ramor 
United), Kevin Reilly, Secretary, (Killygarry) Tommy McGibney (Cornafean) Jim Sherry (Denn), 
Paddy O'Reilly (Shercock), Tony McCann (Templeport). 

The Hearings Committee plays an important role in the administration of GAA rules relating to 
discipline at county level. It is also responsible for adjudicating on appeals relating to player 
transfer requests.  

Any member may seek a Hearing where he/she does not accept the penalty proposed by the 
Competition Controls Committee (CCC). It is open to the Hearings Committee to uphold or 
dismiss a proposed penalty, based on the evidence presented by the defending party. Under rule a 
referees report, including any clarification thereto, is presumed to be correct in all factual matters 
and may only be rebutted where unedited video or other compelling evidence contradicts it. 
Where a decision is upheld the Hearings Committee may decide to impose a lesser sanction 
where it is satisfied that an infraction was proven but was of a less serious nature than that 
considered by the CCC. 

The Hearings Committee met on twelve occasions up to end November 2016. It considered 
fifteen  requests for Hearings. The decision of the CCC was upheld in nine cases, while in six 
cases the CCC decision was not upheld. The Hearings Committee rescinded one of it's decisions 
on the basis that it did not have jurisdiction to hear the case. It is important to note that, aside 
from formal investigations, the CCC decision to propose a penalty has regard only to the referees 
report. It does not have powers of exoneration. 

The Committee also adjudicated on two appeals against decisions of the CCC relating to transfers.  
One appeal was upheld while the other was rejected.  

Administration of GAA disciplinary rules requires strict adherence to procedure. It is important 
therefore that Club Administrators are fully familiar with the rules governing discipline, in the 
interest of fairness to all parties. While discipline at all levels is important, in particular clubs 
need to remind players that certain infractions, such as those resulting from altercations with 
match officials, carry severe penalties. These can severely impact a player, both psychologically 
and otherwise, long after the indiscretion. 

The committee chairman, Noel McKeown, has informed Cathaoirleach Coisde Breifne that he is 
stepping down from the committee following Convention. Noel has served on the Hearings 
Committee for the past eight years and as Chairman since 2014. I can say that Noel was an 
excellent Chairman. He had a great understanding and working knowledge of the GAA Official 
guide, thereby ensuring that all cases were dealt with in a professional, fair and impartial manner. 
The committee wish you well in your future endeavours. 

In conclusion I would like to thank my fellow Committee members for their diligent work 
throughout the year. Sincere thanks also to the CCC and Gary Robins in particular, for all their 
help and assistance during the year. 

Caoimhín Ó Raghaillaigh 



Cultural Officers Report 

Coiste Scór an Chabháin. 

Secretary’s Report 2016 

Both Scór na nÓg and Scór Sinsear were highly successful in 2016. Twenty one clubs entered 
Scór na nÓg while a total of eleven clubs were represented in Scór Sinsear. 

Congratulations to the two teams from Cornafean who reached the All Ireland Final in  Tráth 
na gCeist. The Scór na nÓg representatives got runners up medals, while the Senior team 
achieved third place. In Senior Scór, Cavan teams reached the Ulster Final in all seven 
disciplines. 

On the promotion of the Irish Language, we  held interviews in May and were  in a position 
to provide fifty four scholarships for students from the County clubs for a three week stay in 
the Gaeltacht in Annagry, Dunlewy, Kilcar and Gaoth Dobhair, Dún na nGall during June and 
July. Students reported back that they had a most enjoyable time, while enhancing their 
knowledge of the Irish language, native games and culture. 

Cavan Scór Committee and Cultural Officer wish to thank all clubs for taking part so 
sportingly in the competitions. A special word of thanks must go to County Board 
Chairman,Gerry Brady for his ongoing interest in Scór.Great credit must also go to County 
P.R.O. Mark O'Rourke, who is always on hand to make sure Scór participants get the honour 
of singing Amhrán na bhFiann at all big matches in Breifne Park. 

We would like to thank all the officers of the County Scór Committee and Irish Officers for 
all their help and support during the last year. A sincere word of  thanks also to County 
Secretary Liam McCabe and Eileen in Breifne Park for their assistance and courtesy to us at 
all times. We look forward to another successful year at Scór and Cultural events in 2017 . 

 At the recent very well attended AGM of Coiste Scór an Chabháin it was decided that our 
aim for this season is to increase the participation of clubs in the county, and all members 
undertook to recruit  neighbouring clubs to participate in the competition, so we look forward 
to increase in numbers in the future.      

 

Eoghan Mac Tighearnáin 

(Oifigeach Cultúrtha) 

Gearóidín Ní Dhugáin (Rúnaí Scór) 

 



 

Coaching and Games Report 

As 2016 draws to a close, Cavan Coaching and Games wishes to thank everybody who helped 
out in the running of the various activities that have taken place this year. Due to the amount of 
help and cooperation that we have received it will not be possible to name everybody individually 
in this report, but we would like to acknowledge the great support that we have received from all 
Clubs Members, Club Officers, Cuman Na mBunscoil, Development Squad Managements, Cul 
Camp staff and County Board personnel this year.  

This year the coaching and games has been overseen by Coaching Officer Jody Clarke, County 
Games Development Manager Dermot McCabe and the County Coaches Aidan McCabe, Andy 
McGovern, Finbar O’Reilly, Shaun Doherty and Keith Greene.  

A special mention needs to go to Shaun Doherty, who has recently left and joined his native 
County Fermanagh in a Coaching Role. All in Cavan GAA thank Shaun for his great work over 
the years and wish him every success in the future. 

 

 Go Games Blitzes.  
 
Changes occurred within GO GAMES format this year. With children numbers provided by clubs 
and ability assessment by County Coaches from their work within the Primary Schools, groups 
were formed of evenly matched teams. All teams played each other once or twice (home & away) 
depending on number of clubs within the group. This has proved to be popular for a number of 
reasons:- 

1. Put a responsibility on each club to take part as some clubs were not showing to blitz 
event when a number of clubs were involved. 

2. All Children got to play as numbers were even – on occasion this was not the case as 
clubs provided incorrect numbers or no numbers at all 

3. Playing different teams rather than always local 
4. U8 & U10 happened on alternate Saturdays 

We were delighted to have number of blitz events held in Kingspan Breffni Park were a number 
of the group got to play on our main field. Unfortunately due to National Qualifier & Senior 
Championship Games not all groups got to visit Kingspan Breffni Park. We will hope to provide 
opportunities in 2017, field management group permitting. 

Fixtures were as follows: - 

RED  YELLOW  BLUE  GREEN 
     

 
  

 
  

 
  

Round 1 April 23rd 

 

Round 1 April 
23rd 

 

Round 1 April 
23rd 

 

Round 1 April 23rd 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
Bailieborough v 
Ramor Utd 

 

Ballyhaise v 
BYE 

 

Arva v 
Templeport 

 
Drumalee v BYE 

Butlersbridge v 
Mullahoran 

 

Belturbet v 
Shercock 

 
Ballinagh v Drung 

 

Kildallon v Shannon 
Gaels 



Crosserlough v 
Laragh Utd 

 

Castlerahan v 
Lavey 

 

Ballymachugh v 
Drumlane 

 

Kill Shamrocks v 
Redhills 

Gowna v 
Knockbride 

 

Cavan Gaels v 
Lacken 

 

Cornafean v 
Drumgoon 

 

Killeshandra v 
Munterconnaught 

Killygarry v 
Kingscourt 

 

Cootehill v 
Killinkere 

 
  

 

Maghera v 
Mountnugent 

  
 

Cuchulainns v 
Denn 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

Round 2 May 7th 

 

Round 2 May 
7th 

 

Round 2 May 
7th 

 

Round 2 May 7th 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
Ramor Utd v 
Kingscourt 

 
BYE v Denn 

 

Templeport v 
Drumgoon 

 
BYE v Mountnugent 

Knockbride v 
Killygarry 

 

Killinkere v 
Cuchulainns 

 

Drumlane v 
Cornafean 

 

Munterconnaught v 
Maghera 

Laragh Utd v 
Gowna 

 

Lacken v 
Cootehill 

 

Drung v 
Ballymachugh 

 

Redhills v 
Killeshandra 

Mullahoran v 
Crosserlough 

 

Lavey v Cavan 
Gaels 

 
Arva v Ballinagh 

 

Shannon Gaels v Kill 
Shamrocks 

Bailieborough v 
Butlersbridge 

 

Shercock v 
Castlerahan 

 
  

 
Drumalee v Kildallon 

  
 

Ballyhaise v 
Belturbet 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

Round 3 May 21st 

 

Round 3 May 
21st 

 

Round 3 May 
21st 

 

Round 3 May 21st 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
Butlersbridge v 
Ramor Utd 

 

Belturbet v 
BYE 

 

Ballinagh v 
Templeport 

 
Kildallon v BYE 

Crosserlough v 
Bailieborough 

 

Castlerahan v 
Ballyhaise 

 

Ballymachugh v 
Arva 

 

Kill Shamrocks v 
Drumalee 

Gowna v 
Mullahoran 

 

Cavan Gaels v 
Shercock 

 

Cornafean v 
Drung 

 

Killeshandra v 
Shannon Gaels 

Killygarry v Laragh 
Utd 

 

Cootehill v 
Lavey 

 

Drumgoon v 
Drumlane 

 
Maghera v Redhills 

Kingscourt v 
Knockbride 

 

Cuchulainns v 
Lacken 

 
  

 

Mountnugent v 
Munterconnaught 

  
 

Denn v 
Killinkere 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

Round 4 June 18th 

 

Round 4 June 
18th 

 

Round 4 June 
18th 

 

Round 4 June 18th 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
Ramor Utd v 
Knockbride 

 

BYE v 
Killinkere 

 

Templeport v 
Drumlane 

 

BYE v 
Munterconnaught 

Laragh Utd v 
Kingscourt 

 
Lacken v Denn 

 

Drung v 
Drumgoon 

 

Redhills v 
Mountnugent 

Mullahoran v 
Killygarry 

 

Lavey v 
Cuchulainns 

 
Arva v Cornafean 

 

Shannon Gaels v 
Maghera 

Bailieborough v 
 

Shercock v 
 

Ballinagh v 
 

Drumalee v 



Gowna Cootehill Ballymachugh Killeshandra 
Butlersbridge v 
Crosserlough 

 

Ballyhaise v 
Cavan Gaels 

 
  

 

Kildallon v Kill 
Shamrocks 

  
 

Belturbet v 
Castlerahan 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

Round 5 July 2nd 

 

Round 5 July 
2nd 

 

Round 5 July 
2nd 

 

Round 5 July 2nd 

All teams in Group 
Blitz event in 
Kingspan Breffni 
(Main Pitch\3G 
weather 
permitting) 

 
  

 
  

 
  

Crosserlough v 
Ramor Utd 

 

Castlerahan v 
BYE 

 

Ballymachugh v 
Templeport 

 

Kill Shamrocks v 
BYE 

Gowna v 
Butlersbridge 

 

Cavan Gaels v 
Belturbet 

 

Cornafean v 
Ballinagh 

 

Killeshandra v 
Kildallon 

Killygarry v 
Bailieborough 

 

Cootehill v 
Ballyhaise 

 
Drumgoon v Arva 

 
Maghera v Drumalee 

Kingscourt v 
Mullahoran 

 

Cuchulainns v 
Shercock 

 

Drumlane v 
Drung 

 

Mountnugent v 
Shannon Gaels 

Knockbride v 
Laragh Utd 

 
Denn v Lavey 

 

  

 

Munterconnaught v 
Redhills 

  
 

Killinkere v 
Lacken 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

Round 6 July 16th 

 

Round 6 July 
16th 

 

Round 6 July 
16th 

 

Round 6 July 16th 

  
 

All teams in 
Group Blitz 
event in 
Kingspan 
Breffni (Main 
Pitch\3G 
weather 
permitting) 

 
  

 
  

Ramor Utd v Laragh 
Utd 

 
BYE v Lacken 

 

Templeport v 
Drung 

 
BYE v Redhills 

Mullahoran v 
Knockbride 

 

Lavey v 
Killinkere 

 
Arva v Drumlane 

 

Shannon Gaels v 
Munterconnaught 

Bailieborough v 
Kingscourt 

 

Shercock v 
Denn 

 

Ballinagh v 
Drumgoon 

 

Drumalee v 
Mountnugent 

Butlersbridge v 
Killygarry 

 

Ballyhaise v 
Cuchulainns 

 

Ballymachugh v 
Cornafean 

 
Kildallon v Maghera 

Crosserlough v 
Gowna 

 

Belturbet v 
Cootehill 

 
  

 

Kill Shamrocks v 
Killeshandra 

  
 

Castlerahan v 
Cavan Gaels 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
Round 7 July 30th 

 
Round 7 July 

 
Round 7 July 

 
Round 7 July 30th 



30th 30th 

  
 

  
 

All teams in 
Group Blitz 
event in 
Kingspan Breffni 
(Main Pitch\3G 
weather 
permitting) 

 
  

Gowna v Ramor 
Utd 

 

Cavan Gaels v 
BYE 

 

Cornafean v 
Templeport 

 
Killeshandra v BYE 

Killygarry v 
Crosserlough 

 

Cootehill v 
Castlerahan 

 

Drumgoon v 
Ballymachugh 

 

Maghera v Kill 
Shamrocks 

Kingscourt v 
Butlersbridge 

 

Cuchulainns v 
Belturbet 

 

Drumlane v 
Ballinagh 

 

Mountnugent v 
Kildallon 

Knockbride v 
Bailieborough 

 

Denn v 
Ballyhaise 

 
Drung v Arva 

 

Munterconnaught v 
Drumalee 

Laragh Utd v 
Mullahoran 

 

Killinkere v 
Shercock 

 
  

 

Redhills v Shannon 
Gaels 

  
 

Lacken v Lavey 
 

  
 

  
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Round 8 August 
13th 

 

Round 8 
August 13th 

 

Round 8 August 
13th 

 

Round 8 August 13th 

  
 

  
 

  
 

All teams in Group 
Blitz event in 
Kingspan Breffni 
(Main Pitch\3G 
weather permitting) 

Ramor Utd v 
Mullahoran 

 
BYE v Lavey 

 

Templeport V 
Arva 

 
BYE v Shannon Gaels 

Bailieborough v 
Laragh Utd 

 

Shercock v 
Lacken 

 

Drung V 
Ballinagh 

 
Drumalee v Redhills 

Butlersbridge v 
Knockbride 

 

Ballyhaise v 
Killinkere 

 

Drumlane V 
Ballymachugh 

 

Kildallon v 
Munterconnaught 

Crosserlough v 
Kingscourt 

 

Belturbet v 
Denn 

 

Drumgoon V 
Cornafaen 

 

Kill Shamrocks v 
Mountnugent 

Gowna v Killygarry 
 

Castlerahan v 
Cuchulainns 

 
  

 

Killeshandra v 
Maghera 

  
 

Cavan Gaels v 
Cootehill 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
Round 9 August 
27th 

 

Round 9 
August 27th 

 

Round 9 August 
27th 

 

Round 9 August 27th 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
Killygarry v Ramor 
Utd 

 

Cootehill v 
BYE 

 

Templeport v 
Drumgoon 

 
Maghera v BYE 

Kingscourt v 
Gowna 

 

Cuchulainns v 
Cavan Gaels 

 

Drumlane v 
Cornafean 

 

Mountnugent v 
Killeshandra 

Knockbride v 
Crosserlough 

 

Denn v 
Castlerahan 

 

Drung v 
Ballymachugh 

 

Munterconnaught v 
Kill Shamrocks 

Laragh Utd v 
Butlersbridge 

 

Killinkere v 
Belturbet 

 
Arva v Ballinagh 

 
Redhills v Kildallon 



Mullahoran v 
Bailieborough 

 

Lacken v 
Ballyhaise 

 
  

 

Shannon Gaels v 
Drumalee 

  
 

Lavey v 
Shercock 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

Round 10 
September 10th 

 

Round 10 
September 
10th 

 

Round 10 
September 10th 

 

Round 10 September 
10th 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
Crosserlough v 
Ramor Utd 

 

BYE v 
Shercock 

 

Cornafean v 
Templeport 

 
BYE v Shannon Gaels 

Gowna v 
Butlersbridge 

 

Ballyhaise v 
Lavey 

 

Drumgoon v 
Ballymachugh 

 
Drumalee v Redhills 

Killygarry v 
Bailieborough 

 

Belturbet v 
Lacken 

 

Drumlane v 
Ballinagh 

 

Kildallon v 
Munterconnaught 

Kingscourt v 
Mullahoran 

 

Castlerahan v 
Killinkere 

 
Drung v Arva 

 

Kill Shamrocks v 
Mountnugent 

Knockbride v 
Laragh Utd 

 

Cavan Gaels v 
Denn 

 
  

 

Killeshandra v 
Maghera 

  
 

Cootehill v 
Cuchulainns 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

 

Round 11 
September 
24th 

 

  

 

  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  
 

Cuchulainns v 
BYE 

 
  

 
  

  
 

Denn v 
Cootehill 

 
  

 
  

  
 

Killinkere v 
Cavan Gaels 

 
  

 
  

  
 

Lacken v 
Castlerahan 

 
  

 
  

  
 

Lavey v 
Belturbet 

 
  

 
  

  
 

Shercock v 
Ballyhaise 

 
  

 
  

 

 
Go Games Hurling  
2016 has seen Go Games Blitzes organized by Cavan Coaching and Games Department but 
unfortunately these are not attended by all clubs or with great numbers. We are currently running 
indoor Go Games for all hurlers to participate at U8 & U10 age groups 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Croke Park Activity Day.  
 
This year 2 players from each club got the opportunity to participate in the annual Croke Park 
activity day for U12’s. The day includes a stadium, dressing room and museum tour but the 
highlight for all is always getting the opportunity to show case their skills of Hurling or Gaelic 
Football on the hallowed turf of Croke Park itself. This event took place in August on a 
wonderful day and was extremely enjoyable for both players and volunteers 

Club Visits.  
 
Football: 
2016 seen reduction of 4 compulsory visits to 2 visit group visit which took place from February 
– May. All other meetings were by Club request\invitation. Coaching & Games provided 
information on all club players through their work with Primary & Post Primary, Development & 
County Squads. While this may not be the perfect method we believe that further increase in 
engagement with our club is key for further development of players and coaches. C&G are 
currently reviewing the methods this year and seeing how we can improve for 2017  
 
Hurling 
Pauric Dowdall again in place as our RHDO and Keith Greene was employed as HDA and has 
worked extremely hard in setting up club visits, after school programs, coaching in 32 national 
schools from clubs in greatest need as well as Super Games Centres in 3 of our Secondary 
Schools. Keith has tried to allow as many children as possible have a hurl in their hand – as well 
as those mentioned above through hurling rounders, hurling at Cul Camps and stand-alone 
hurling camps. 
 
Christopher Shiels Tournament 
Cavan C&G held a very successful Christopher Shiels Tournament with great numbers attending. 
In the Final refereed by Martin Sexton, Ramor Utd beat Killinkere on a score-line of  Ramor Utd 
3-3 Killinkere 0-4. 
 
 
Development Squads.  
 
All Development Squads have been ran by volunteer coach involvement. C&G view 
development squads as an opportunity to develop playing and not entirely based on winning 
games at the cost of developing. Congratulations to all squads on competing in all blitz’s and to 
our U16’s on winning the Gerry Reilly tournament. C&G would sincerely like to thank the 
following for the involvement within the squads:-  
 
U-17 Dev Squad:- 

Jody Clarke, Raphael Rogers, Seamus McCabe and Brian Gaffney 

Number on Squad: 24 

Games took place in-conjunction with Ulster Minor games. On appointment of new Minor 

management in August our U17 coaches provided handover information and new management 

have taken up the running. 

 

U-16 Dev Squad 



James Moynagh, John Brady, Barney Brady, Keelan Meelaniff, Paul Glackin. (Now the new 

2017 Minor management) 

Number on Squad: 38 

Number of Sessions\Games: 20  

 

 

U15 Development Squad: 

Dara McCarthy, Brian Donohoe, Declan Beard, Michael Lynch 

Number on Squad: 46 

Number of Sessions\Games: 20  

 

U14 Development Squad 

John Clarke, Kevin McIntyre, Brian Gaffney 

Number on Squad: 56 

Number of Sessions\Games: 20  

 

2017 will see the re-introduction of C&G staff to work with volunteer coaches in overseeing all 

development squads. Introduction of an U13 squad will have to be considered with the new U17 

competition replacing U18 in 2018. C&G believe that Cavan Youth & Senior board will have to 

make changes to their competition to match National Competitions. 

 
Hurling: 
In 2016 Cavan Hurlers were involved with the South Ulster Academy. U14 Academy had 28 
Cavan Players involved and the U16 Academy had 16 Cavan players involved. Over the course 
of the year they had 12 collective training sessions and attended 2 blitz days. 
 
2016 seen the introduction of the Celtic Challenge for U17 Hurlers and proved very successful 
under Keith Greene, John Kearney, Mark Hayes. 
 
Primary Schools Coaching. 
 
Throughout the school calendar year our Coaching Staff continue to offer expert coaching in 
Hurling and Gaelic Football to all the primary school students in the county. As well as coaching, 
a lot of blitzes both internally and externally were organised for the schools. Since September and 
new term starting, we have focused on 6 major areas grading each student and providing an 
overall grade for each school. These areas are: - 

1. Catch & Kick 
2. Hand Pass & Receive 



3. Travelling Skills 
4. Fundamental Movement 
5. Game Based Skills 
6. Blitz 

 
Cavan Coaching and Games has identified thirty schools who directly feed into hurling clubs 
within the county. Throughout the year the hurling coaches provide expert coaching and 
assistance to schools to promote hurling. 
 
This has seen almost 3,500 children taking part. 

 
 

Secondary Schools Coaching.  
 
In secondary schools coaching our Coaches have coached in all schools during the year. We have 
placed a greater importance on the secondary schools this year as we feel that the transition from 
primary school to secondary school needs to be followed coaching wise. A minimum of one 
coaching session a week have been made available to all schools and with most schools availing 
of at least one additional session. Most of these additional sessions take place outside of schools 
hours and require buy-in by Teachers and Parents. 
 
 
Kellogs GAA Cúl Camps  
 
This year we had increased numbers by almost 1000 to approximately 3046 children attend our 
camps. The camps are run Monday to Friday in 23 venues over a 6 week period. The camps give 
the children between 6 and 13 an opportunity to learn new skills and improve their knowledge of 
the games while meeting inter county players. A special thanks to all Cul Camp Co-ordinators, 
Club Coaching Officers, Club Volunteers, Summer Staff and Full time Staff for all their help in 
both the run up to the Camps and during the Course of the summer. We apologise for those who 
had a slight delay in receiving there Cul Camp gear.  
 
Coach Education  
 
In total this year we have run 9 courses in either hurling or football. We have trained in excess of 
200 newly trained and advanced coaches. These courses are 7 x Foundation, 1 x Level 1 and 1 x 
Level 2. In November\December we will run another Level 2 and 2 x Foundation. We have also 
delivered courses in Secondary schools for Transition Year Students and for the Cavan Institute.  
 
 
Ulster GAA Coaching Conference: 
Cavan were delighted to host the 13th O’Neill’s Ulster GAA Coaching Conference on 
November 12th in the Hotel Kilmore. Record numbers attended with approximately 400 
coaches availing of the wonderful workshops. Two highlights of the day were the input of 
Guest Speaker Kerry’s Jack O’Connor and Q&A session with Dublin’s Ciaran Kilkenny & 
Dean Rock and Armagh’s Oisin McConville. Coaching & Games would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all clubs for their support and great attendance. Hopefully with this 
great success it will allows us to feature such events in the future. Finally a special thanks to 
Head of Ulster Coaching & Games Eugene Young, Co-ordinator Jimmy Darragh for 
allowing Cavan to host and the Hotel Kilmore on their fabulous venue. 
 



Workshops.  
 
This year we have run a number of workshops on various topics as follows: -  
Cavan Coach Development Programme 
 
 
Course: Planning the Season Workshop, Wednesday 25th at 7.30pm in Kingspan Breffni Park, 
Cavan. 
Tutor: Terence McWilliams\Ulster Tutors 
This Indoor Theory Workshop will look at planning your Teams Training Programme for the 
Season from Youth to Adult level, 
The Workshop will show Coaches how to periodise the year i.e. what to cover during various 
times of the year, to cover all aspects of Training, using a new Games Training approach rather 
than non-games Training.  
It will show how Players can Train at the right volume and intensity in order to help prevent 
injuries and burnout using the FITT (Frequency, Intensity, Time & Type) of Training principal. 
Any queries contact Tony Scullion 07795120438 
 
Course: Physical Fitness for Youth & Adults Workshop, Wednesday 16th at 7.30pm in Kilmore 
Hotel (Country Club), Cavan. 
Tutor: Eoin Bradley 
This indoor Part Theory/Part Practical Workshop will look at areas such as Mobility, Functional 
Power and Strength Exercises that can be embedded from Youth to Adult level. 
Any queries contact Tony Scullion 07795120438 
 
Course: Goalkeeping Workshop for Football, Wednesday 17th February at 7.30pm in 
Kingspan Breffni Park Cavan 
Tutor: Paul Callaghan 
This outdoor observation session is for all Coaches interested in Goalkeeping. There will be 
several Drills and activities shown on the night that can be used in your sessions when coaching 
Goalkeepers in varies parts of their game. 
 
Course: Defensive/Attacking Systems & Strategies Workshop, Wednesday 2nd March at 7.30pm 
in Hotel Kilmore, Cavan 
Tutor: Roger Keenan 
This is an interactive classroom Workshop where the Tutor will facilitate constructive discussions 
and learning around various games plans, set plays and systems of play. 
Any queries contact Tony Scullion 07795120438 
 
Cavan C&G held a coaching night in the Hotel Kilmore on Thursday February 11th at 7:30pm. 
  
Our 4 workshops ran simultaneously and Clubs made a huge effort with almost 200 coaches in 
attendance. Layout of the evening was 
  
Workshop1: "Gaelic Start" given by Ulster Tutor Eoin Mooney 
Summary: The aim of this programme is to help parents and coaches plan and implement a 
Gaelic Start and Fundamentals programme in their clubs. A specific programme of skills and 
activities have been developed on user friendly cards for coaches with little or no experience 
Attendees: Coaches working with players from U11 downwards 
  



Workshop2: "Developing Young Hurlers for the Future" given by Ulster Tutors Kevin Kelly 
& Pauric Dowdall 
Summary: focus on the essential ingredients required to develop the game at youth and adult 
level. 
Attendees: Coaches working with all Hurling teams within your club 
  
Workshop3: "Implement Club Coaching Structures" given by Ulster Tutor Diarmaid 
Marsden 
Summary: This workshop will highlight the benefits of an effective Club Coaching Structure. It 
will examine the relevant key roles required to enable your club to progress, and how to identify 
the best personnel available to fill these roles. All club coaching officers and key people involved 
in underage coaching are encouraged to attend 
Attendees: Club Coaching Officer and administrators 
  
Workshop4: "Fitness, Conditioning and Injury Prevention" given by Cavan Senior Team 
Condition Coach Eoin Maguire. 
Summary: Covering such topics as team preparation and injury prevention for the current 
demands on players. 
Attendees: Club Coaches working with players from U14 to adult 
 
Coaching Officer: 
 
As the year ends I would like to pay tribute to our coaching team our GDM Dermot McCabe who 
has worked to improve coaching and games development in Cavan. To our coaching staff Shaun, 
Andy, Finbar, Aidan and Keith for their continued good work with our youth through school club 
and development programmes. To Shaun on his departure, we say thank you sincerely for all 
your hard work and wish him the best in the future. 
 
I would like to thank all the clubs who provided facilities for training and different courses and 
meetings held throughout the year.  
 
I would like to thank all officers of Cavan county board for their support over 2016 and also our 
fixture committees at Senior and Youth Board, who have a huge task every year fitting 
everything into their schedule. Thanks to Liam McCabe for his courtesy and advice on a daily 
basis in Kingspan Breffni Park. Looking forward to 2017 and the challenges it will present happy 
Christmas to all GAA people in Cavan. 
 
Jody Clarke, Coaching Officer. 



Children’s Officer Report 2016 

The Children’s First Act while enacted on 19th November 2015 is being commenced in stages. 
The National Vetting Bureau Act commenced on 29th April 2016 introducing the mandatory 
requirement that all GAA personnel who work with children and vulnerable adults shall be 
vetted, thus bringing the 26 counties in line with the six Ulster counties and other European 
countries. eVetting commenced with ‘Retrospective Vetting’ i.e. the vetting of persons who 
currently work with children in the GAA but have not been vetted to date. New entrants i.e. 
people who seek to work for the first time with children in the GAA must have prior Garda 
vetting. Thank you to all of our Club Children’s Officers for taking on the initial extra work load 
these changes brought. The next major stage of commencement will be the requirement for Clubs 
to have Child Safeguarding statements - full and clear direction will come from Ulster GAA in 
advance of that.  

In February 2016, Cavan GAA hosted a Safeguarding workshop which was well attended by 
Children’s officers and Chairpersons while many of our clubs were represented at a training night 
in Clones where Bernie Fox ran an excellent workshop on the very relevant topic of  Social 
Media safety. This year Paul McKillop from Ulster GAA provided updated lists to all Clubs of 
who in each club was Garda vetted and who had completed the 3 hour Child Protection course, 
requiring Clubs to identify any gaps.  Two campaigns that were very well supported during the 
year were Save Our Smiles and Anti Bullying Week. Both campaigns had very positive feedback 
on social media. Cavan Coaching and Games were involved in the very successful Ulster 
Coaching conference held in Cavan ,where many of our clubs underage coaches attended. To the 
Tutors of and participants in the Child Protection courses, thank you. 

Thank you to each and every one involved at any level in any of the above as they all help ensure 
that all our young people can enjoy and benefit from our Gaelic Games.  Thank you to everyone 
on the Juvenile Committee, to our County Board Chairman Gerry Brady , our Secretary  Liam 
McCabe and all officers for their support, to Eileen Clarke in the KBP office, to all members of 
the ‘half time draw’ team and all who supported the draw . I wish Michael Lyons a speedy 
recovery and look forward to seeing him back in action on the half time draw - inside the back 
gate- early in 2017!  Best wishes to all our teams and managements in 2017. 

Finally, at the recent Health and Wellbeing day in Croke Park the keynote address was given by 
DCU’s exuberant Professor Niall Moyna. I would like to include some of what he had to say and 
hope that you find it as thought provoking as I did...! 

(Professor  Moyna’s full address to the 2016 Health and Wellbeing conference may be viewed on 
www.gaa.ie) 

 

 

 

 



Three factors make so many of us; Family , School and the GAA and so the GAA is a unique 
organisation in that regard.  

Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social wellbeing and not merely absence of 
disease. Exercise is medicine – it reduces the risk for a whole range of chronic conditions. How 
we age will depend entirely on what we did when we were children – our lifestyle. Fitness 
throughout our life improves quality of life. Regular brisk walking figures in remission from 
depression and enhances coping skills.  

Children have extraordinary potential, it is up to GAA club’s to unlock it. We must provide our 
children with purposeful practice. Children must be afforded the opportunity to continue to play. 
Play is the work of childhood.  A 10 year old can internalise the perception you have of them, if 
you think they are slow that’s what they will think. The GAA is failing in its responsibility to 
ensure that every single child that walks through our gate gets opportunities to be physically 
active .We are so focused on winning -instead of how many got to train and play . We are caught 
up with winning at U 12 and U 14, children want to have fun. When they are 18 or 20, if they can 
come back and say thanks for including me that’s as important as winning a competition. . We 
have to be more inclusive, we are empowered to be in the position to affect the lives of children. 
We encourage the ‘perceived best’ – losing children from the GAA therefore  , because the 
‘perceived best ‘ in many cases is just because they are best in their age group or tallest . Sport 
teaches us to embrace change, be adaptable, be problem solvers, be leaders, skills to interact 
with each other and to get the job done. Being involved in GAA develops skills that are important 
to employers and in later life.  

Aine Uí Fhoirtcheirn 

Oifigeach na Páiste, Cóiste Breifne Úi Raghallaigh 



 



PR and Communications Report 
  
We look back on 2016 as a reasonably successful one. Our seniors reached the Bank of Ireland 
Dr. McKenna Cup semi-final and gained promotion to Division One of the Allianz Football 
League and were beaten in the Ulster Senior Football Championship semi-final after a replay. 
 
To the clubs, especially Chairpersons, Secretaries, PROs and team managements.  Thank you, 
firstly, for the efficient manner in which you sent team-lists for programmes throughout our 
championships and secondly, for the promotion of our games.  It is important that the information 
we receive is supplied and is as accurate as possible.   
 
Social media plays a big role in the promotion of our games and activities.  Between Clubs and 
County Board there are over 75,000 followers on Facebook and twitter alone.  While, we do our 
utmost to provide updates on all games, we do rely on clubs help also.  I ask clubs to continue to 
provide regular updates on games, fundraisers etc.  However, we must not forget about the 
traditional methods of promoting our association. 
 
I once again thank the Anglo Celt especially sports editor, Paul Fitzpatrick, photographer Adrian 
Donohoe and local radio Northern Sound with John Lynch, Sean McCaffrey and the two local 
lads Damien Donohoe and Mickey Brennan.  We have an excellent working relationship with all 
these people and the continuous promotion of our games is vital and you have done a great job. 
The audio streaming of our games through ‘We are Cavan’ continued to grow through 2016 and 
has become very popular indeed, especially for our overseas supporters. These lads also did 
Trojan work in helping with the Sheridan Insurances Breffni Allstars and Awards night. I thank 
all who supplied articles and editorials for match programmes, Paul Fitzpatrick, Damien 
Donohoe, Owen McConnon, George Cartwright and Kevin Carney.   
 
Websites are a very valuable source of information for our members and followers.  We hope to 
further develop our website in the coming year.  There are two website packages available for 
clubs through Ulster Council and Croke Park at reasonable cost.  Please contact me for further 
information.      
 
To the team managements, I thank you for your cooperation and willingness to provide 
information in a timely manner.  Thanks to our senior, U21 and Minor team managements and 
backroom teams, always a pleasure to work with.  It makes my job easy when releasing teams 
and providing information to media and for match programmes etc.  Their dedication, 
professionalism and efforts are second to none. Our senior manager Terry Hyland and minor 
manager Danny Brady both called time on their roles.  I wish Terry, Danny and all involved in 
their backroom teams all the best.  I wish their successors Mattie McGleenan (senior) and John 
Brady (minor) and all involved every success in their new or continued roles.   
 
I thank all my fellow officers for your help and support during the year.  Your ideas are 
invaluable and any time you want something published or promoted, feel free to contact me.  
In agreement with O’Neills, we will launch the new Cavan Jersey for the 2017 season on 
Saturday, 21st January, two weeks before our first round game of the Allianz Football League 
against Dublin in Kingspan Breffni Park. 
 
A huge thank you to our committee of Colleen McCabe, Susan Brady, Paul Glackin, Barney 
Cully, Peadar Soden and Tommy McGibney for their help, advice, ideas and suggestions.  I thank 
Angela Hamilton, Eileen Clarke and Liam in the office for their help with match programmes 



particularly during the busy times.  It is much appreciated and to Larry McGinn who printed our 
match programmes. Thanks for your patience and efficiency. 
 
I wish all clubs, our teams and team managements and committees every success in the year 
ahead.  Finally, I take this opportunity to wish you all a peaceful and happy Christmas and I look 
forward to working with you again in 2017. 
 
 
Is mise le meas, 
 
Marc O Ruairc 
Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí 



Cavan Ladies Report 2016 

Ladies Football is continuing to grow in Cavan with more matches played in 2016 than ever, also 
I would like to welcome a new Ladies Club, Bultersbridge and wish them well for 2017, on the 
County team front let me summarise the year. 

Cavan Ladies U14 Team 

From the highs of 2015 in winning the All Ireland the new group at this age group, all very 
young, did the county proud in winning the Ulster title, but were unable to overcome the 
opposition in their All Ireland semi-final. 

The 2017 panel of U13s are already together and under the management of Mick Flynn are 
looking forward to 2017. 

For all our U14s 2017 will be a very busy year with Feile coming to the county in June. 

Cavan Ladies U16 and Minor Teams 

The U16s reached the Ulster Final but came up against a very strong Armagh team, the Minor 
team claimed their Ulster title, but again like the U14s were unable to progress any further in the 
All Ireland Championship. 

All our under age managers, coaches and mentors are imputing a huge amount of work and our 
thanks and acknowledgement to them for all their efforts. 

Cavan Ladies U21 Team 

The county again entered the Aisling McGing competition under the management of Conor Barry 
and at the finals held in Portmarnock, Co., Dublin in June they came away winning a title and 
some silverware, well done to all involved.  

There are plans that this competition with be moved to an October/November dates and that will 
be of great benefit to the County. 

Cavan Ladies Senior Team 

The senior team played in the Lidi NFL Division 2 again in 2015 and after a bright start to the 
league with some good wins the team lost in the semi-finals to a strong Donegal team, 
congratulations to Aisling Doonan and Joanne Moore who were honoured to be name of the team 
of the league for 2016. 

In the Ulster Senior Championships the girls were due to face Donegal again for the third time of 
the year, and with a great display and confidence to close of the match defeated Donegal to reach 
the Ulster Final and a date against Monaghan, however they just came up short in this Ulster 
Final, with was held in Clones on the day of the Cavan Tyrone replay. 

In the All Ireland the team reached the quarter-finals but were defeated by the All Ireland 
champions Cork after putting everything into the match, just ran out of steam in the second half. 

Thanks must go to Conor Barry and his management team and all the panel for the effort, hard 
work and commitment in 2016 and we look forward to 2017. 

Ulster again won the Interprovincial with 8 members of the County Team on the panel together 
with both Conor Barry and John Joe Brady as part of the management team. 



Club Scene 

As commented on above 2016 was a very busy year on the club scene with 800 matches played in 
various competitions, this is all run by out Fixtures Committee and we must acknowledge their 
commitment and dedication, thanks also to all the clubs for their co-operation with fixtures 
throughout the year. The holding of Finals would not be possible without the help and assistance 
of Clubs making their grounds available and for providing all facilities. 

The County Championship Finals were all held on the one day in KIngspan Breffni Park, this 
again was a great day and congratulations to all our league and championship winning team 
during 2016. 

I would acknowledge all the work done by all our clubs on the day to day basis to run their clubs, 
promote the games and introduce more girls/ladies to football. 

Summary 

I would like to that Cavan GAA County Board, Gerry Brady and Liam McCabe, for all their help 
and assistance during the year and we look forward to working with them in 2017 which will be a 
busy year with “Feile” and I wish all the GAA County team well for 2017. 

Thanks to all our sponsors including our main sponsors in 2016, Breffni Mushrooms, Kiernan’s 
Service Stations, 3 Mobile, and Quinn Building Products, without all these and the support of the 
clubs it would not be possible to run the County Board. 

Finally I would like to acknowledge all the hard work of the Executive Committee in 2016 and 
look forward to 2017. 

 

Michael Gilmartin 

Secretary – Cavan LGFA  



Camogie Report 2016 

Convention was held on Wed 9th Dec 15, and the following officers were elected: 

OFFICERS 

Chairperson:    Marie Collins Ulster Delegate: Michael O'Rourke & Sean Reilly 

V. Chairperson: Catherine Gaynor Children’s Officer: Maura McGurren 

Secretary:    Edel Connolly Registrar:  Roisin Dunne 

Asst Secretary:   Aoife McDermott PRO:   Michelle Beard/Andrea Lynch 

Treasurer:    Michelle Dunne    

County team managements were as follows; 

Junior, Minor, U16, U14     

The successful Minor team of 2015 were moved up a division, and while the games did not go 
Cavan’s way, the players benefitted from playing better teams in a higher division. My thanks to 
all involved,management, players, parents  

U16- Our U16’s reached the All Ireland C Semi Final and were beaten by a very strong Carlow 
side. 

U14s took part in Inter County Blitzes during summer. 

FIXTURES 

A very comprehensive Master Fixtures Plan was worked out by our hard working Fixtures Sub-
committee and League Fixtures commenced on Monday 28th March,.  There was 2 Divisions 
Senior, and Junior.  Compliments to all involved in developing the fixtures plan, which was done 
in conjunction with LGFA, and good communication between the two boards resulted in no 
fixture clashes. The plan was also compacted to allow for games in better weather 

SENIOR LEAGUE 

Castletara, Crosserlough,  Lacken & Laragh . 

Crosserlough and Lacken contested the Senior final in Terry Coyle.  Crosserlough  proved the 
stronger side on the day, winning after a hard fought battle. Our thanks to Cavan Gaels for their 
facilities and marshalling. 

JUNIOR LEAGUE 

There were  7 Junior teams, Castletara, Crosserlough, Lacken, Ballinagh, Denn, Kill &Drumgoon  

Junior A league was contested by Ballinagh and Denn, with Ballinagh coming out the victors.  

Junior B league final was contested between Lacken and Crosserlough, with Lacken coming out 
on top. 

SENIOR  CHAMPIONSHIP  

Teams contesting Senior Championship were Castletara, Crosserlough, Lacken and Laragh.  Each 
team played the other once, with Crosserlough and Castletara needing a replay to decide the 



spoils. The top two teams were Crosserlough and Lacken.  The senior final was played in Breffni 
Park, and was Catherine Neary was in attendance. The game ended in a draw, and the replay, 10 
days later saw Crosserlough crowned champions. Crosserlogh went on to Ulster, but were beaten 
in the semi Final. 

JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 

The Junior Championship had A& B divisions. Ballinagh, Denn, Drumgoon & Kill in Junior A 
and Castletara, Crosserlough, Lacken and the 1st team eliminated from Junior A competed in 
Junior B.  

The Junior A Final was won by Denn, and Junior B final won by Drumgoon. 

JUVENILE CAMOGIE 

The Juvenile year started back in January with the Indoor Winter League.  It is very encouraging 
to see an increasing number of schools taking part each year especially the schools who do not 
have a local club for backup.  Teams  took part in this competition at U9’s, U11’s & U13’s. 
Numerous development squads were run in the spring and Autumn to promote camogie at this 
level. 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS COMPETITION 

Again there were a big number of schools taking part.  The increase in numbers is in no small 
measure due to the hard work and dedication of teachers and parents in the schools throughout 
the county.  Also the immense work by the clubs in setting up training programmes for girls from 
U9 upwards.   This will pay dividends in the future of Cavan camogie. 

 Division 1 Cup- Denn   Division 1 Shield- Lacken   

Division 2- Kilnaleck   Division 3- Kill  

Division 4: St Clare’s Cavan  Div 4 Shield - Crubany  

  

U14  

U14 competition was run in two divisions: Denn emerged winners in Division 1, and Lacken the 
victors in Division 2. 

U16  

U16 A competition was won by Denn, and U16 B won by Castletara 

Camogie for Teens: 

A very successful camogie for teens programme was run in the spring and summer which saw a 
large number of teenagers get specialist training and coaching in skill development, refereeing, 
coaching etc. Thanks to all clubs who participated, and we hope this will keep interest up at this 
level. 

GAA 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Cavan GAA County Board and Clubs for the use of 
their pitches and facilities.  Without their support we would not be able continue.  A special word 
of thanks to Liam McCabe for his co-operation and assistance with our Senior County Final and  



in booking slots for the 3G & back pitch in Kingspan Breffni Park for county squads.   The 
importance to the squads of having this facility for training cannot be underestimated.  The 3G 
has also been used quite a number of times for games from County level to underage. 

RADIO & PRESS 

Thank you to the Anglo- Celt and Northern Sound radio for their coverage.  Cavan Camogie 
Board appreciates the publicity which camogie receives within the county and beyond. Thank 
you Michelle Beard and Andrea Lynch for their work on social media 

Thanks to the Club PRO’s for their support and reports. 

REFEREES 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To all players and members of our clubs who got married during the year, best wishes and good 
luck to all. 

SYMPATHY 

Our sympathy to our members or friends who suffered bereavement during the year. Our 
thoughts are with Lacken Camogie club on the tragic loss of Amy Sheridan in recent weeks. We 
offer our deepest condolences to Amy’s family, friends and teammates. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow officers and all members of Cavan 
Camogie Board. Thank you to all the clubs in Cavan for their assistance in the past year.  I wish 
you all success in 2017. 

I will not be continuing in the role but will continue to support Cavan Camogie in whatever way I 
can. 

Finally may I wish you all a Happy & Peaceful Christmas and New Year. 

 

Is mise le meas, 

Edel Connolly 

Runai. 



Development Officers Report 

Training:  Club Officer training concentrating on the main officer functions was delivered at 
national, provincial and local level to new and existing club officers throughout the year. Other 
interesting topics covered included; 

 Social Media 
 Maximising Fundraising 
 Volunteer Recruitment and Retention 
 Pitch Maintenance 
 Health and Wellbeing 

 The club roles are demanding and evolving, so it’s important both new and ongoing officer 
training is undertaken. Indeed while the courses are tailored for the compliant, efficient running 
of a club, participants say they are also very useful in terms of personal development, so 
attendance is well worthwhile particularly if you’ve missed a few recently. 

Club Planning: The participation level has been disappointing. I feel there’s a bit of confusion, 
or perhaps reluctance because of the already demanding club workload. A plan simply documents 
the club’s aims and objectives following consultation with local interests. Progress can then be 
reviewed and measured over the duration.  A typical plan would probably address the following 
headings;   

 Club Structures and Administration 
 Finance and Fundraising 
 Coaching and Games Development 
 Facilities and Development 
  Communications and PR 

While I appreciate there’s a bit of work putting a plan together this investment in time will be 
repaid many times over its duration. The feedback from clubs who have completed the process is 
very positive- the main benefits quoted being; 

 Reduced Main Officer Workload 
 New Volunteer Recruitment 
 Better Volunteer Retention 
 Clear and measurable goals 
 Improved Governance 
 Enhanced Club Profile 

Looking forward to the coming year, Club Leadership and Club Planning are top of the GAA’s 
agenda. A revised, probably more flexible Club Planning programme is currently being 
developed at national level for launch early in 2017. I’m asking each club to embrace both 
initiatives. I’m available to assist in any way I can with any issues relating to Officer Training, 
Club Planning, GAA Borrowing Approval, Grants etc. 

I would like to acknowledge and thank all the clubs for their efforts and support during the year. 

Finally, I’d also like to thank Gerry Brady, our County Board Chairman, my fellow officers and 
the staff at Kingspan Breffni Park for their support and assistance. 

Michael Reynolds 

Development Officer 



Health and Wellbeing Report 2016 
 
This is the 10th report that will be delivered to County Convention on the GAA Health and 
WellBeing Programme.   
 
Since its inception in 2007 of the then called ASAP Programme and now the Health and 
Wellbeing Programme a lot of changes have taken place. There is now recognition across the 
Association of the importance of the mental health and wellbeing of all GAA members, and of 
having systems in place that can come to the assistance of our members when needed. The Health 
and Wellbeing Programme continues to grow and evolve to meet the needs of its members.  
 
The importance of all Clubs having Club Health and Wellbeing Officers cannot be 
overemphasised. In order to carry out this role some basic training is necessary.  In March of 
2016 a Club Health and Wellbeing Officer training night was organised. The training was 
facilitated by our 2 trained Tutors, Maggie Rudden and Philip Smith. Only 11 clubs were present 
on the night. Also in January 2016 and 1st December 2016 two safeTALK training evenings were 
put together. The HSE provided the tutor on both nights but with only 9 people registering  on 
each night and with a minimum of 15 required both events had to be cancelled. 
 
All of the above training events will again be organised for January and February 2017. It is 
imperative that all Clubs take this information on board and ensure that these training nights go 
ahead.  
 
The Cavan Health and Wellbeing Committee have entered a partnership arrangement with both 
the HSE and Cavan County Council during 2016 and this has proven to be very beneficial to all 
concerned. I would like to particularly thank Emer Mulligan Resource Officer for Suicide  
Prevention Cavan Monaghan HSE for all her help and advice during 2016. Unfortunately we had 
made a number of tragic situations to deal with in the GAA Community in Cavan during 2016 
and the HSE were off huge support and were able to provide us with highly qualified Health 
Professionals when needed. 

Thanks also to Emer Coveney, Administrative Officer, Social Inclusion Unit, Community & 
Enterprise Department, Cavan County Council for her help and advice during the year.  A very 
successful evening on Health and Wellbeing was held in September 2016 organised by 
Counsellor Philip Brady with the assistance of Emer Coveney.  Cavan County Board GAA were 
delighted to be associated with this excellent event.  

In August 2016 Michael Dunne from Ballinagh GFC organised an information night for parents 
in Ballinagh National School on Drug Awareness.  Excellent presentations were made on the 
night and were off huge benefit to those who attended. 

Colin Regan continues to do great work in his role as GAA Community & Health Promotion 
Manager and is always available to give advice on various matters. Colin proved to be a great 
source of support to Cavan GAA during some difficult times in 2016.  He is ably assisted by 
Stacey Cannon and Ronan Flynn and also by Aileen Tohill Maura Kelly, Diarmaid Marsden at 
Ulster Council level. I wish to thank them all for their help and advice during the year. Thanks 
also to Ciaran McLoughlin from Tyrone who is the Chairman of the National Health and 
Wellbeing Committee for his help and guidance and also to our own Philip Smith, Chairman of 
Kingscourt GFC who is a member of the National Health and Wellbeing Committee.  Philip has 
been available at all times to give help and advice to our County Health and Wellbeing 
Committee. 



The County Health and Wellbeing Committee of Cavan County Board  GAA consists of Anne 
Fortune,  County Children’s Officer, Jody Clarke, County Coaching Officer, Michael Mulvey, 
Butlersbridge,   James Moynagh  Lacken and  Enda O’ Reilly, Crosserlough, I would like to 
thank all of them all for their help and assistance during the year. 
 
I would like to thank County Chairman Gerry Brady who continues to be very supportive of the 
Health and Wellbeing  Programme.  Thanks also To County Secretary Liam McCabe, PRO Mark 
O’Rourke and Eileen Clarke for their help during the year, also to the County Management 
Committee who have helped me in every way possible. 
 
Finally to you the clubs, especially Chairpersons, Secretaries, and Health and Wellbeing  
Officers, who are the most important element in the  Health and Wellbeing programme for your 
work in getting the message across to your club members and supporters.  I wish to say a sincere 
thank you. 
 
Mise le meas 
 
Gearoid O Sodain 
Cavan  County Board GAA Health and WellBeing Officer. 

 
  

 

 



Kingspan Breffni Park Report 
 
Event Management  
4 National League games  
6 Senior intercounty championship games  
3 Senior County Finals  
2 Replays  
What a busy year, What a successful year .  
 
In order to maintain Kingspan Breffni park to high standards for players, spectators and those with 
disabilities, Our key role is in the planning events, outlining core roles and responsibilities, team 
dynamics, tasks, event timelines, maximising staff and physical resources, planning and coordinating 
team and suppliers, decision making and contingency planning  
 
We have facilitated meetings prior to games and after games with -Ulster council, An Gardai , Fire 
Officer, Civil Defence, Ambulance control, senior stewards, safety officer, Chairman, Secretary, 
Treasurer, PRO, Denn car park stewards, tunnel and back gate stewards. To all of the above, I want 
to sincerely thank you for your input as the only way we all learn is from each other. These meetings 
have been very beneficial to improving the efficiency of Kingspan Breffni Park. 
 
Hugh Reilly who is the safety officer in Kingspan Breffni Park has produced event management 
plan, safety statement, risk assessments and emergency plans.  Hugh has produced these documents 
to the highest standards and I want to thank him for the work he has carried out. Hugh is stepping 
down as safety officer in Kingspan Breffni Park, I want to sincerely thank him for all his work over 
the last 5 years, it has been a pleasure to work with Hugh, his professionalism and attention to detail 
has brought event management in Kingspan Breffni Park to a very high standard.  
 
Carmel O'Neill and Micky Graham as senior stewards in Kingspan Breffni Park have worked very 
well with all the stewards and also co-ordinating the stewarding of all our matches.  Micky and 
Carmel I thank you very much. 
 
Thanks to the Management Committee of Cavan County Board and to all those people who steward 
in Kingspan Breffni Park, come rain, hail or snow. 
 
To Seamus Galligan and John Wrynn and all the FAS workers who have maintained the Kingspan 
Breffni Park to the highest standards . We must continue to promote Kingspan Breffni Park as one of 
the top stadiums in Ireland. 
 
Looking forward to 2017  
 
Kieran Callaghan  
Chairman Kingspan Breffni Park  



Cavan GAA Jail Break  
 
County Board Chairman Arrested !!! 
The launch of the Jailbreak, with over 100,000 social media hits in 4 days showed the 
interest in this leading story. 
 
From a very successful launch to the sentencing of the prisoners to a cold Friday night in 
Crumlin Road Jail. This novel fundraiser was a great success due to the no. of 
participants that took part and who put a great effort into fundraising for their own bail 
money. 
 
I want to thank  Gerry Brady, Kevin Smith, Martin Cahill, Tom Moore, Cavan Supporters 
Club, Dublin and every prisoner who decided to go to a cell for the night. 
 
I want to compliment everyone that came up on the Saturday night to Belfast to the 
Banquet in Crumlin Road Jail. We all had a great week.  
 
I also want to thank the staff at Crumlin Road Jail for their help in organising the event. 
 
Kieran Callaghan  
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Insurance Administrator’s Report to County Convention 2016 
 
 
GAA Injury Benefit Scheme  
A significant change in benefit for 2016 related to the reduction in the number of weeks loss of 
earnings benefits from 52 to 13 with a provision for a further 13 weeks subject to the claimant 
attending a medical assessment at the request of Willis and being certified as been unable to work.  
    
At national level, prices have been obtained from a number of the clinics most commonly by players 
for a range of procedures and it is hoped that these can be implemented in 2017.  
 
 
 
Public Liability  

 Insurance Cover for Social and Fundraising Events 
 Clubs need to be aware that social and fundraising events are not automatically covered by 

GAA Public Liability Insurance unless a request is made to Willis to cover them.     
Otherwise in the event of a claim, indemnity may be refused.  Such events may be once off or 
ongoing, an example of the latter being bingo. 
 
I would like to acknowledge with thanks those clubs who notified me and Willis when 
organising what are termed “non core events” in 2016.    However I feel that there are events 
being organised for which appropriate insurance cover is not put in place.    

 
Event management templates have been developed by Sinead Leavy in Croke Park in 
conjunction with Willis in an effort to assist clubs organise events in a safe manner and to 
enable an application for cover to be made. These have been emailed to clubs.  

 
 Building / Developments 

When club development work is taking place, e.g. renovations /construction work, etc on 
club premises and pitches, it is a requirement that relevant health and safety and insurance 
arrangements are put in place.   
 

 Hiring of Club facilities 
A worrying development which has been identified from the claims experience for the past 
three years is the number of claims which are originating from the hiring of GAA facilities. 
These claims are being made against the GAA due largely to the absence of insurance 
arrangements being put in place, i.e. the hirer providing evidence of insurance cover with an 
indemnity in favour of the GAA. 
 
Many Cavan clubs make their facilities available to local community groups or for 
commercial benefit. While it is important that these continue as important fundraising and 
community inititives  it is essential that insurance arrangements are put in place with hirers, 
be they a family hiring the club for a birthday party or a local group using it for meetings, 
activities, etc.  
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 Management and Supervision of Community Employment Scheme participants 
A second worrying trend which has emerged in recent years at national level is that of claims 
against the GAA from CES participants who are based at GAA grounds.  These claims are 
due to CES participants being asked to do work for which they have not been trained, e.g. use 
of equipment and /or inadequate supervision.   Improved supervision of these CES 
participants is seen as key to minimising these claims.   

 
Health and Safety – Establishment of Cavan Co Board Health and Safety Sub Committee 
Unfortunately it was not possible to resurrect the health and safety committee in 2016.  Further 
efforts will be made in 2017. 
 
 
Conclusion  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Chairman and Officers of Coiste Breffni 
O’Raghallaigh and to the staff in the County Board offices for their continued assistance and support.   
 
I would like to thank in particular all the clubs within the county for their continued efforts in 
meeting safety and insurance requirements.  
 
 
Aodh O’Raghallaigh  
Insurance Officer, Coiste Breffni O’Raghallaigh  
 
20th November 2016      



 

LIST OF NOMINATIONS 2016 

 

Uachtarán:   (President)   Peter Brady 

Leas Uachtarán:  Vice President:  Packie Smith, John Andy McCabe,        
      Jim McDonnell, Phil Smith, John Foy,                             
      Brendan Keaney, Paddy Carolan  

Cathaoirleach:  (Chairman)   Gerry Brady 

Leas-Cathaoirleach: (Vice Chairman) Paddy Sheanon 

Leas- Runaí : (Asst. Secretary)  Angela Hamilton 

Cisteóir:  (Treasurer)   Martin Cahill 

Leas  Cisteóir: (Asst. Treasurer)  Tom Moore 

Oifigeach Caipreamh Poiblí: (P.R.O) Mark O’Rourke 

Teachtaí do Comhairle Uladh:   

(Ulster Council Reps)   Tom Reilly  

      Declan Woods 

Teachtaí do Árd Comhairle:    

(Central Council Rep.)   Kieran Callaghan     

Oifigeach Óiliúna: 

(Coaching Officer)    Jody Clarke     

Oifigeach Forbartha:     

(Development Officer)   Michael Reynolds      

Oifigeach Cultúir 

(Cultural Officer)    Eugene Kiernan 

Congress Delegates    Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Central Council Delegate    
      Tom O'Reilly and Declan Wooods 

Ulster Convention    To be decided 
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